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Administration and Congress Reach a Budget Deal 

A compromise bipartisan federal budget plan, H.J. Res 59, that sets overall funding levels for 
the next two years and temporarily removes the threat of another government shutdown was 
approved in December by Congress and signed into law by President Obama. 

The budget plan calls for spending $1.012 trillion in FY14 and $1.014 trillion in 2015, and 
breaks the logjam that has tied Congress in partisan knots and led to a 16-day shutdown of the 
government last October. 

The agreement replaces the mandatory across-the-board sequester cuts, slated to take effect 
in January, with more targeted spending reductions for two years, and provides non-tax 
revenue, including new fees on airline tickets and higher pension contributions from newly 
hired federal employees. 

The budget agreement contains a number of items of interest to academic dentistry, they are 
as follows: 

• Beginning in October 2014, Medicaid will permit states to delay paying claims for 
preventive pediatric services in order to first collect medical child support and health 
insurance payments from non-custodial patients. This could delay the arrival of 
Medicaid payments at dental clinics serving children covered by Medicaid. 

• The agreement also contains two offsets, or budget-balancing mechanisms, related to 
higher education. The first raises revenue by changing the formula used in the federal 
student loan default reduction program. The second changes the source of funding 
used to pay nonprofit firms for servicing student loans. 

While the deal sets the topline spending numbers, it still requires Congress to allocate those 
funds and approve separate appropriations bills to fund agencies and programs. The 
government is currently being funded by a continuing resolution, which expires  
January 15, 2014, requiring Congress to act by that date or approve another temporary 
spending measure. 

The outlook for the specific programmatic funding through the appropriations process remains 
up in the air at this time. This includes funding for the National Institutes of Health, the Ryan 
White Program, the Health Careers Opportunity Program and community health centers. ADEA 
is hopeful that funding for these programs will remain at FY12 levels as the House and Senate 
negotiators hash out their differences.  
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House Appropriations Committee Adds Three New Members  

The powerful House Appropriations Committee has added three new Republican members 
following the resignation of two members earlier this year and the death of longtime Florida 
Rep. C.W. Bill Young in October. The committee, along with its Senate counterpart, holds the 
“power of the purse” under the Constitution, determining how much money the government 
actually spends. Slots on the committee are coveted by members of Congress, who are often 
able to use it to steer money, either directly or indirectly, back to their constituents.  

Chairman Hal Rogers (R-KY) announced on December 4 the appointment of Nevada Rep. Mark 
Amodei, Alabama Rep. Martha Roby, and Utah Rep. Chris Stewart. The three members, whose 
appointments had to be approved by the House Republican Steering Committee, become the 
junior-most members of the committee, which has 30 Republicans and 22 Democrats. “After a 
17 year absence, Nevada returns to a seat on the House Appropriations Committee,” said 
Amodei, a lawyer who won a special election for Nevada’s second congressional district in 
2011, and who had been head of the Nevada Republican party.   

Roby is a second-term Congresswoman from Alabama’s second district, which includes 
Montgomery and Dothan. Stewart, whose district includes Salt Lake City, will be the only 
freshman on the committee and the first Utah Congressman to serve on the House 
Appropriations committee since 1981.  
 
Former House Appropriations member Rodney Alexander (R-LA) retired in September to take a 
job in the administration of Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal, complaining in a statement that 
“partisan posturing has created a legislative standstill.” Alabama Republican Jo Bonner left the 
committee in August to take a job at the University of Alabama. C.W. Bill Young, who had 
been Chair of the Defense Appropriations subcommittee, died last October. He had been the 
longest-serving Republican member of the House. 

Gainful Employment Rulemaking Negotiators Fail to Reach Consensus 
 
The Higher Education Act (HEA) requires career education programs at for-profit schools and 
community colleges to “prepare students for gainful employment in a recognized occupation” 
in order to participate in federal student aid programs. As a reminder, gainful employment 
regulations apply to allied or advanced dental education programs that terminate with the 
awarding of a certificate but not a degree. Last month, negotiators failed to reach consensus 
during the last of three rulemaking sessions. 
  
Inside Higher Ed reports that representatives of both for-profit and public institutions took 
issue with the draft proposed regulations. The publication reported that representatives of for-
profit programs praised the most recent revisions but criticized the rules overall. According to 
the article, groups representing for-profit and public institutions also disagreed on how the 
rules should handle borrowing for expenses other than tuition and fees, such as the cost of 
books and other academic supplies. Also at issue is whether low-cost programs at community 
colleges should be exempt from the regulations since few students incur any debt to attend 
low-cost programs.  
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New regulatory language released in November 2013 reintroduced a standard for loan 
repayment that would have measured the amount of all outstanding principal owed on federal 
student loans at the end of each year and penalized schools if their principal balances rose over 
time. This elicited complaints from the for-profit sector, and this more stringent formula was 
eventually dropped from the standards, provoking harsh criticism from consumer advocates.   
 
Data prepared by the U.S. Department of Education estimated that under the most recent 
version of the proposed rules, 13% of the existing 11,735 programs would fail to meet the 
standards. Next steps, it will be up to the U.S. Department of Education to draft final 
regulations and submit those for public comment. 

Controversy Surrounds Proposed Higher Education Ratings System  
 
As part of a wide-ranging plan to curb rising college tuition and make college affordable to 
more Americans, this summer the Obama administration laid out a series of steps it wants to 
take, including a controversial proposal to develop a ratings system that would assess the 
“value” of each college. According to a fact sheet released by the White House in August, the 
ratings would be based on three broad categories: affordability, accessibility to low-income 
students and student outcomes.  
 
The Obama administration wants to publish the ratings by the 2015 academic year and 
eventually convince Congress to tie student financial aid to each college’s rating results. Many 
higher education professionals, however, say that “value” is a subjective term that defies a 
metric categorization.  
 
Advocates for community colleges are particularly skeptical of the utility of a ratings system, 
even for informational purposes. They have noted that most community college students 
picked a school based on its geographic location, not on published metrics. 
 
It has been reported that Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has acknowledged that a ratings 
plan has “potential pitfalls” but emphasized that the ratings system will compare only similar 
institutions and take differences in student populations into account. He has called criticism of 
a rating system that does not yet exist premature. 
 
Department of Education Launches Financial Aid Information Website 
 
The U.S. Department of Education has launched a new site, FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov that 
provides one-stop shopping for all financial aid questions. The “Financial Aid Toolkit” is a 
searchable, online database that consolidates financial aid resources and content in one spot 
on the web. It is designed to help school guidance counselors and other professionals more 
easily navigate the complicated area of financial aid and provide better support to students.  

Secretary of Education Arne Duncan unveiled the new website on December 4 before more 
than 6,000 people at the 2013 Federal Student Aid Training Conference for Financial Aid 
Professionals. “This toolkit builds on the administration’s ongoing efforts to improve college 
access and affordability, and it is an important step toward meeting the President’s 2020 goal 
of having the most college graduates in the world,” said Duncan.  
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The database has four subsections that cover the basics of financial aid; these include a primer 
on financial aid, advice on conducting financial aid outreach, information on training to 
becoming a financial aid counselor and a database searchable by topic, audience type and 
type of media—from social media to infographics.  

Impact from Sequestration on Research Universities 
 
The automatic federal budget cuts, known as sequestration, that began last March have forced 
universities to cut back on research-related personnel, delay projects and admit fewer graduate 
students, according to a survey of 74 public and private research institutions. Eighty-one 
percent of survey respondents said sequestration, which cut the number of new federal 
research grants and reduced funding for many existing grants, had “immediate, detrimental 
effects on research activities and output on their campuses.”  
 
The survey also reported that more than half of the 74 universities said that the decrease in 
new federal grants—and the reduced dollar value of some existing grants—had negatively 
affected research-related positions. These institutions reduced staff, student and postdoctoral 
fellow positions, and 16% reported that they had laid off permanent staff. 
 
The survey was conducted in October and designed to measure the impact of the first eight 
months of sequestration on research universities. Funded by the Association of American 
Universities, the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities and the Science Coalition, 
the survey was distributed to 171 research universities. It had a response rate of 43% and an 
error rate of +/- 10%.  
 
According to the survey, 23% of respondents reported they had admitted fewer graduate 
students because of sequestration, and 30% reported that the budget cuts led them to reduce 
research opportunities for undergraduate students. 
 
The sequester required automatic, across-the-board budget cuts of 5%, including major 
research funders like the National Institutes of Health, although some groups, such as the 
National Science Foundation, were spared cuts at the last minute by Congress. 

FTC Recommends Changes in Proposed Standards for Dental Therapists  

The staff of the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has advised the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation (CODA) that proposed accreditation standards for dental therapy education 
could impede rather than promote the development of a nationwide dental therapy profession. 

The FTC staff, in an advisory letter, said CODA’s Accreditation Standards for Dental Therapy 
Education Programs include unnecessary statements on supervision, evaluation and treatment 
planning, language that could have the effect of limiting competition in the supply of dental 
care services. “We respectfully suggest that CODA consider dropping such statements,” the 
FTC wrote. 

Among the statements singled out by the FTC is one saying that supervising dentists “will be 
responsible for assessment of the implications of the patient’s medical condition, diagnosis, 
risk assessment, prognosis and treatment planning.” The FTC letter notes that “such 
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statements ordinarily are not found in the accreditation standards of education programs for 
other allied dental professionals who are also supervised by dentists” and could “constrain 
states’ discretion … to define broadly dental therapists’ scope of practice to include oral 
evaluation and treatment planning.” 

The FTC recommended that CODA consider omitting categorical statements on topics that are 
typically addressed through state licensure and scope-of-practice laws, and that CODA 
consider developing accreditation standards for graduate-level dental therapy programs. 

Affordable Care Act Numbers for Health Insurance Coverage Improves 
 
Under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), those who wanted coverage to begin by January 1, 2014 
had to sign up by December 23, 2013. The deadline for signing up for health insurance and 
avoiding a tax penalty, however, is March 31, 2014. Social scientists and those who have 
studied similar government programs with a lengthy sign-up period say many people naturally 
procrastinate until a deadline looms. Washington Post economics reporter Ezra Klein notes that 
the ACA is similar to the Massachusetts health reforms and Medicare Part D—and that this 
experience shows that enrollment “begins as a trickle and spikes at the end.” Medicare Part D, 
which provides prescription drug coverage, began as a polarizing national law and also had a 
terrible rollout, he says. But today, more than 90% of seniors say they are happy with the 
program and consider it a success. 

Optimists note that the number of people who chose insurance policies run by the federal 
government or the states, more than doubled between November and October. Skeptics, 
however, say those combined enrollment figures are still well below the administration’s March 
2014 target of 7 million new enrollees. And they add that the law’s poor rollout has hurt its 
standing among millennials, who are generally healthy. Income from the premiums of young 
enrollees is essential to offset the cost of insuring more expensive, older adults.  
 
Despite the current enrollment numbers, interest in the ACA appears to be growing rapidly. 
“The website, HealthCare.gov and phone center (1-800-318-2596) are fielding a large number 
of inquiries, which could be a positive indicator for future enrollment growth,” David Howard, a 
Professor of Health Policy at Emory University in Atlanta, told MedPage Today. According to 
the publication’s December 11 article, nearly two million more consumers have applied for and 
been told they are eligible for a plan.  

Senate Task Force to Assess Higher Education Regulations and Reporting Requirements  

A Senate-sponsored task force of 14 college and university experts has been formed to make 
recommendations to “reduce and streamline confusing or costly regulations.” The task force 
was announced on November 18 by four members of the Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP), which oversees higher education and education-related 
federal regulatory requirements.  

“The stack of federal regulations on colleges and universities today is not the result of evil 
doers, it is simply the piling up of well-intentioned laws and regulations without anyone 
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spending an equal amount of time weeding the garden first,” said committee member Sen. 
Lamar Alexander (R-TN), a former Secretary of Education, in a statement. “Let’s face it: the 
federal government has become one of the greatest obstacles to innovation in higher 
education…. This task force will help Congress weed the garden.” 
 
The task force is co-chaired by Vanderbilt University Chancellor Nicholas Zeppos and University 
System of Maryland Chancellor William Kirwan, and includes 12 other college and university 
presidents and higher education experts. The American Council on Education will provide 
organizational assistance. A press release from American University, whose president, Cornelius 
Kerwin, will also serve on the task force, said the group would come up with specific 
recommendations to streamline confusing “regulations, legislation and reporting 
requirements” and “review in detail the extent of all federal reporting and regulatory 
requirements placed on institutions, including estimates of time and costs associated with that 
reporting.”  

Efforts are Underway to Curb the President’s Regulatory Agenda  
 
Though it will go down as the least productive Congress in modern history, House Republicans 
insist they are proud of their 2013 campaign to disable President Obama’s regulatory agenda. 
According to a December 8 article in The Hill, House Republicans are not shy about touting 
their efforts to block legislation.  
 
As a result of the gridlock, President Obama decided to use his regulatory authority to pursue 
his key policy goals. House Republicans held dozens of committee and subcommittee hearings 
in 2013 aimed at critiquing new regulations. House Democrats say that the campaign is 
nothing more than old-fashioned obstructionism, the same thing that created October’s 16-day 
federal government shutdown and debt ceiling debate. 
 
A study issued by the respected, nonpartisan Congressional Research Service provided 
ammunition for each point of view. The May 1, 2013 report showed that the number of final 
rules issued by the Obama administration through last year was fewer than all those issued 
during President George W. Bush’s first term. But the report also noted that more “major 
rules” — those with an annual economic impact of more than $100 million — were enacted in 
2010 than in any year since 1997.  Given the Administration’s interest in higher education, any 
focus on regulatory authority could potentially impact academic dentistry, positively or 
negatively. 
 
National Health Service Corps Loan Repayment Application Cycle to Open Soon 
 
The FY14 National Health Service Corps Loan Repayment program application cycle will start 
accepting applications soon.  The program is open to dental providers who are employed or 
seeking employment at approved sites. Applicants should be interested in working with 
underserved communities and populations in high need areas throughout the United States.  
Please click here for additional information. 
 

Save the Date: April 8, 2014 is ADEA/AADR Hill Day 
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Please save the date, April 8, 2014, for the next American Dental 
Education Association/American Association for Dental Research, 
ADEA/AADR Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill. The event will take 
place in the Rayburn House Office Building, Room 2168 from 8:00 
a.m. to noon. This one day event has been designed to provide the 
dental education and dental and craniofacial research communities 
an opportunity to advocate before Congress in support of our 

issues. There will be a short program on issues of importance to academic dentistry, with guest 
speakers from the academic and dental and craniofacial research community, and greetings 
from several members of Congress. Immediately following the program, participants will 
proceed to members’ offices for meetings.  
 
Your participation is invaluable, as an expert in the field of academic dental education and/or 
dental and craniofacial research, to educate members of Congress.  The value of constituents 
personally interacting with members of Congress cannot be over-stated—there is no substitute 
for direct constituent contact; as we say in Washington, “if you are not at the table—you are on 
the menu.” Therefore, we trust everyone will make plans to participate in this important event. 
 
Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill is open to all ADEA members. If you cannot attend, please 
encourage a colleague or students from your institution to attend the event. ADEA will assist in 
arranging hotel accommodations and provide information regarding congressional members 
who represent your institution in order to facilitate scheduling meetings—more information is 
forthcoming. In the meantime, please save the date, April 8, 2014, we look forward to seeing 
you in Washington. 
 
ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc./Harry W. Bruce, Jr. Legislative Fellowship 
 
Dental school faculty members or administrators who want to interface with members of 
Congress on issues of importance to oral health are encouraged to apply for the ADEA/Sunstar 
Americas, Inc./Harry W. Bruce, Jr. Legislative Fellowship. The fellow selected spends three 
months in Washington, D.C., working on issues and policies that could make a difference in the 
life of every American.  
 
This public policy fellowship coincides with congressional consideration of the federal budget 
and other legislative and regulatory activities important to dental education and research. The 
fellow functions as an ADEA Policy Center staff member who works within the Advocacy and 
Governmental Relations (ADEA AGR) portfolio on ADEA’s specific legislative priorities. The 
fellow’s responsibilities may include drafting policy, legislative language, position papers and 
testimony; educating members of Congress and other decision-makers on matters of 
importance to dental education; and participating in gatherings of various national coalitions. 
The fellow receives a taxable stipend of $15,000 to cover travel and expenses for 
approximately three months (cumulative) in Washington, D.C. (ADEA is flexible in the 
arrangement of time away from the fellow’s institution.) The fellow’s institution continues to 
provide salary support for the duration of the experience. Since its inception in 1985, the 
ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc./Harry W. Bruce, Jr. Legislative Fellowship has been generously 
underwritten by Sunstar Americas, Inc. Interested candidates should apply as soon as possible.  
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ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc./Jack Bresch Student Legislative Internship 
 
The ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc./Jack Bresch Student Legislative Internship is a six-week, 
stipend-supported internship in the Advocacy and Governmental Relations (ADEA AGR) 
portfolio of the ADEA Policy Center in Washington, D.C. This student legislative internship 
provides a unique learning experience for predoctoral, allied and advanced dental students, 
residents and fellows. It is designed to encourage students to learn about and eventually to 
become involved—as dental professionals—in the federal legislative process and the 
formulation of public policy as it relates to academic dentistry. The fellowship is open to any 
predoctoral, allied or advanced dental student, resident or fellow who is interested in learning 
about and contributing to the formulation of federal public policy with regard to dental 
education, dental research and the oral health of the nation. Funded through the generous 
support of Sunstar Americas, Inc., the student intern will be a member of the ADEA AGR staff 
and will participate in congressional meetings on Capitol Hill, coalition meetings and policy 
discussions among the ADEA Legislative Advisory Committee and ADEA AGR staff.  
 
An applicant must be a full-time predoctoral, allied or advanced dental student, resident or 
fellow whose institution is willing to work with the student to identify an appropriate time, 
consisting of six weeks during the school year, to pursue the internship. For additional 
information, please email Yvonne Knight, J.D., ADEA Senior Vice President for Advocacy and 
Governmental Relations, at KnightY@ADEA.org. Applications are accepted on a year-round 
basis. 
 
Congressional Resources 
 
For those interested in following the congressional proceedings, please access the U.S. House 
or Senate by way of the following links: 
 

• U.S. House of Representatives: House website 
• U.S. Senate: Senate website 
• ADEA-AGR Twitter Account: ADEAAGR 

For the latest information on issues affecting dental education and dental and 
craniofacial research in Washington and the state legislatures, please follow us on 
Twitter at ADEAAGR. There is much to “tweet” about. 
 

Funding Opportunities 
 
Below are selected funding opportunities that might be of interest. You can search for 
additional federal government funding opportunities at grants.gov. 
 
PA-14-042 
NIH Pathway to Independence Award (Parent K99/R00) 
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 

PA-13-313 
Academic Research Enhancement Award (Parents R15) 
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National Institutes of Health, National Center Institute, National Institute of Dental and 
Craniofacial Research—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PA-13-347 
NIH Support for Conference and Scientific Meetings (Parents R13/U13) 
National Institutes of Health, National Center Institute, National Institute of Dental and 
Craniofacial Research—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PA-13-377 
Research on Malignancies in the Context of HIV/AIDS (R01) 
National Institutes of Health, National Center Institute, National Institute of Dental and 
Craniofacial Research—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PA-13-378 
Research on Malignancies in the Context of HIV/AIDS (R21) 
National Institutes of Health, National Center Institute, National Institute of Dental and 
Craniofacial Research—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PAR-12-283 
NIDCR Dentist Scientist Pathway to Independence Award (K99/R00)  
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PAR-12-120 
NIDCR Small Research Grants for Oral Health Data Analysis and Statistical Methodology 
Development (R03) 
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PA-12-159 
Administrative Supplements for Collaborative Science: Opportunities for Existing NIDCR 
Grants and Cooperative Agreements (Admin Supp) 
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PA-11-334 
Immunopathogenesis of HIV/AIDS-related Oral Manifestations and Host Immunity (R01) 
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PA-11-317 
Building a Genetic and Genomic Knowledge Base in Dental, Oral, and Craniofacial Diseases 
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and Disorders (R01) 
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PAR-11-083 
Pathophysiology and Clinical Studies of Osteonecrosis of the Jaw (R21)  
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PA-13-288 
Behavioral and Social Science Research on Understanding and Reducing Health Disparities 
(R21)  
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PA-13-303 
NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program (Parent R21)  
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 
 
PAR-13-300 
NLM Express Research Grants in Biomedical Informatics (R01) 
National Institutes of Health—Department of Health and Human Services 
Grant Information 

 
 

Quotable 
 

“ . . .in our seeking for economic and political progress as a nation, we all go up or else all go 
down as one people.” 

 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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