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ADEA Sends Letter to Members of Congress on the Impending Sequester 

ADEA, along with the American Dental Association (ADA) and American Association for 
Dental Research (AADR), sent a letter to Members of Congress urging them to take necessary 
steps prior to March 1, 2013, to avoid sequestration– a series of automatic, across-the-board 
cuts to government agencies, totaling $1.2 trillion over 10 years.  

The sequester is part of an attempt to get a handle on the growth of the U.S. national debt, 
which increased exponentially when the 2007 recession hit and now stands at more than $16 
trillion. The sequester has been looming for more than a year; Congress pushed it forward to 
March 1 as part of the fiscal cliff deal at the beginning of 2013. Under the requirements of the 
2011 Budget Control Act (BCA) as amended by the recently passed American Taxpayer Relief 
Act (ATRA), both defense and non-defense programs will be subject to sequestration on March 
1, reducing total funding by $85 billion. The cuts will impact dental education programs, dental 
and craniofacial research, and federal student aid programs. 

The sequester would require the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to initiate savings of $1.6 
billion between April 1, 2013, and the end of FY 2013 on September 30. The National Institute 
of Dental and Craniofacial Research’s (NIDCR) funding would be reduced by approximately $21 
million. 

In regard to student financial aid, the sequestration is a ten-year process that would impose 
large cuts to federal student aid programs, beginning with the 2013-14 award year.  

All eyes are on Washington; as to the impending sequester, ADEA will provide updates on the 
latest developments. 

 Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Issue Final Rule for Physician Payment 
“Sunshine Act,” Includes Dentists 

On February 8, 2013, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS), released the final rule or regulation for the Physician 
Payment Sunshine Act (“Sunshine Act”). The rule implements the requirements for a national 
disclosure program set forth in Section 6002 of the Affordable Care Act (“ACA”). With this final 
rule, there are many changes from the proposed Sunshine Act published in December 2011. 
The final rule establishes transparency between the covered entities in order to prevent conflicts 
of interest that may influence research, education, and clinical decision-making in ways that 
compromise clinical integrity and patient care. This final rule is effective on April 9, 2013, and 
can be found at 42 CFR Parts 402 and 403. 

The final rule requires “applicable manufacturers” of drugs, devices, biologicals, or medical 
supplies covered by Medicare, Medicaid, or the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) to 
report annually to the HHS Secretary payments or other transfers of value to “covered 
recipients,” including dentists. It also instructs applicable manufacturers and group purchasing 
organizations (GPOs) to report annually certain provider ownership or investment interests. 
Payments or other transfers of value to residents (including residents in dentistry, medicine, 
osteopathy, podiatry, optometry, and chiropractic medicine) will not be required to be reported 
for purposes of this regulation. Dentists and other “covered entities” must begin to collect the 
required information on August 1, 2013, and report the data to CMS by March 13, 2014.  

 

http://www.adea.org/uploadedFiles/ADEA/Content_Conversion_Final/policy_advocacy/Documents/emailDist/Sequester_Letter.doc
http://housedocs.house.gov/energycommerce/ppacacon.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2013-02572.pdf


 
ADEA Washington Update Volume 11. No. 2. February 2013 Page 3 

 
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Releases HIPPA Privacy Rule  

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) recently issued the final rule for 
the Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health Information (“Privacy Rule”) to 
strengthen the national standards for the protection of individuals’ health information. The 
Privacy Rule modifies the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (“HIPAA”), 
which implements provisions enacted as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009. The Privacy Rule applies to health plans, health care clearinghouses, and to any health 
care provider, including dentists, who transmit health information in electronic form. The 
Privacy Rule’s requirements can be found at 45 CFR Part 160 and Part 164. 

In essence, the Privacy Rule protects all "individually identifiable health information" held or 
transmitted by a covered entity or its business associate, in any form or media, whether 
electronic, paper, or oral. The rule indicates that a covered entity must obtain the individual’s 
written authorization for any use or disclosure of protected health information that is not for 
treatment, payment, or health care operations, or otherwise permitted or required by the Privacy 
Rule. 

The HIPAA rule is effective March 26, 2013. Dentists and other covered entities and their 
business associates must comply with the final rule by September 23, 2013.  

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Offers Stand-Alone Dental Plans in 
Federal Health Care Exchange 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released guidance regarding the 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), indicating that between three and nine 
stand-alone dental plans in the federal exchange and state partnership exchanges will be 
available in 33 states. Health plans selling in the federally facilitated exchange (FFE) and state 
partnership exchanges in 33 states will probably not have to offer pediatric dental coverage 
because enough stand-alone dental plans (SADPs) will be offered, according to the HHS 
guidance. 

ACA authorizes the federal exchange and partnership exchanges between states and the 
federal government to operate in states that are not operating their own state-based exchanges. 
ACA permits an SADP to participate in an exchange to provide pediatric dental benefits. The 
exchanges will open for enrollment October 1 to sell plans that take effect in 2014. Pediatric 
dental benefits are one of ten categories of ACA’s Essential Health Benefits (EHBs), meaning 
that oral health care treatment must be covered. 

Lawmakers Introduce Legislation to Repeal the Medical Device Excise Tax 

Reps. Erik Paulsen (R-MN) and Ron Kind (D-WI) introduced The Protect Medical Innovation 
Act, (H.R. 523) to repeal the medical-device excise tax. This legislation targets a provision that 
went into effect on January 1, 2013, pursuant to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) that requires 
manufacturers, producers, or importers of medical devices to pay a 2.3% excise tax on the sale 
of certain medical devices.  

The legislation passed the House of Representatives last June as part of the Healthcare Cost 
Reduction Act, but never made it to the Senate. At that time, the Obama Administration said it 
would veto the bill, noting that the industry is expected to benefit from the 30 million new 
consumers who will gain health coverage in 2014.  

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-01-25/pdf/2013-01073.pdf
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/523/text
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/523/text
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H.R. 523 now has bipartisan support and 175 co-sponsors, which signals increased efforts to 
repeal the medical device excise tax. “The momentum from the last Congress is carrying over 
with a broader array of champions working to defeat this terrible tax,” Steven Ubl, president and 
CEO of the Advanced Medical Technology Association, expressed in a statement. Further, 
Sens. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) are expected to introduce companion 
legislation to repeal the tax.  

U.S. House of Representatives Reauthorizes Children's Hospital Graduate Medical 
Education  

On February 4, 2013, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Children's Hospital GME 
Support Reauthorization Act (H.R. 297), which reauthorizes federal funding for the training of 
pediatric care physicians, including dentists through fiscal year 2017. Funding authorization for 
the program expired in 2011, but Congress has continued to provide funding via the 
appropriations process. The legislation was not taken up by the Senate. 

Since H.R. 297 did not become law during the last Congress, the House voted on 
reauthorization during this legislative session. The Congressional Budget Office in a cost 
analysis stated that H.R. 297 would authorize appropriation of $330 million per year for FY 2013 
through FY 2017 for payments to children's hospitals. The bill now moves to the Senate for 
consideration. 

U.S. House of Representatives Passes Legislation to Establish a National Pediatric 
Research Network  

On February 4, 2013, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the National Pediatric 
Research Network Act (H.R. 225) to amend Title IV of the Public Health Service Act to 
provide for a National Pediatric Research Network, in order to support research and training for 
as many as 20 pediatric research consortia for up to five years. The bill would also require the 
Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to establish a data coordinating center for the 
consortia.  

Based on information provided by the NIH, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates 
that implementing H.R. 225 would have no effect on the number of research consortia or data 
coordinating centers that NIH would support. CBO projects that H.R. 225 would cost $1 million 
over the 2014-2018 periods, assuming the availability of appropriated funds. Currently, NIH 
supports many research networks that provide research and training focused on pediatric health 
care needs and operates data coordinating centers for those networks. The networks perform 
essentially the same activities as the consortia described in H.R. 225.  

H.R. 225 was sent to the Senate and will not become law until it passes the Senate and is 
signed by the President. 

Obama Administration Releases Accreditation Proposals to Change Accountability 
System 

On February 13, 2013, President Obama released a plan, The President's Plan for a Strong 
Middle Class and a Strong America, to make major changes in the accountability system for 
higher education. New benchmarks could be incorporated "into the existing accreditation 
system," the plan states, or created "by establishing a new, alternative system of accreditation 
that would provide pathways for higher-education models and colleges to receive federal 
student aid based on performance and results." 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c113:1:./temp/~c113Y9mDDS::
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c113:1:./temp/~c113Y9mDDS::
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hr225/text
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hr225/text
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/02/12/president-s-plan-strong-middle-class-and-strong-america
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/02/12/president-s-plan-strong-middle-class-and-strong-america
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President Obama’s plan addressed his broad intent to hold "colleges accountable for cost, 
value, and quality.” In addition to President Obama’s plan, earlier this year a federal panel 
recommended changes in the accreditation system, and a minority of that panel proposed more-
sweeping reforms, including separating the accreditation process from eligibility for federal 
student aid. 

In response to the President’s plan, accreditors assert that they are already responding to 
accountability concerns and providing pathways for alternative approaches. They are also 
responding to the rapid growth of massive open online courses and the movement toward 
awarding academic credit based solely on student assessment — sometimes referred to as 
competency-based education—rather than the traditional measure of seat time a student 
spends in a course. 

U.S. Department of Education Launches College Scorecard to Better Inform Applicants 

On February 13, 2013, the U.S. Department of Education unveiled the College Scorecard, an 
interactive tool designed to allow every student and family to obtain information on individual 
colleges and universities, and compare them to similar institutions as they conduct their college 
search.  

Last year, President Obama called for the development of a new college scorecard to give 
students and families clear information about college costs and quality as they make decisions 
about higher education. The search tool has been designed to help students select a school that 
is well-suited to meet their needs, priced affordably, and is consistent with their educational and 
career goals.  

Each Scorecard includes five key pieces of data about a college: costs, graduation rate, loan 
default rate, average amount borrowed, and employment statistics. These features will be 
updated periodically, and the Department plans to publish information on average earnings in 
the coming year. To view the college scorecard, please click here. 

Loan Repayment Program Available for Health Professions Educational Loans 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recently released information 
announcing the Indian Health Service Loan Repayment Program. The estimated amount 
available is approximately $20 million to support approximately 455 competing awards 
averaging $44,270 per award for a two-year contract.  

Applicants selected for participation in the FY 2013 program cycle will be expected to begin their 
service period no later than September 30, 2013. February 15, 2013 is the first award cycle 
deadline date; August 16, 2013 is the last award cycle deadline date; and September 13, 2013 
is the last award cycle deadline date for supplemental loan repayment program funds. 

To apply or for additional information, please click here. 

Call for Applications: The Harold Amos Medical Faculty Development Program Open to 
Dentists 

The Harold Amos Medical Faculty Development Program seeks to increase the number of 
faculty from historically disadvantaged backgrounds who can achieve senior rank in academic 
medicine and dentistry, and who will encourage and foster the development of succeeding 
classes of such physicians and dentists.  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education/higher-education/college-score-card
http://www.ihs.gov/loanrepayment/documents/LRP_Policy_Updates.pdf
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Four-year postdoctoral research awards are offered to universities, schools of medicine and 
dentistry, and research institutions to support the research and career development of 
physicians and dentists from historically disadvantaged backgrounds who are committed to 
developing careers in academic medicine and dentistry, and to serving as role models for 
students and faculty of a similar background. The program defines the term “historically 
disadvantaged” to describe those individuals who face challenges because of their race, 
ethnicity, socioeconomic status, or similar factors. The deadline for the online portion of the 
application is March 15, 2013. For additional information about the multiple deadlines, please 
visit here.   

Request for Clinical Research Applications in Regenerative Endodontics  

The American Association of Endodontists (AAE) and the AAE Foundation plan to award 
one or more grants to support clinical research to investigate regenerative endodontic 
treatment. The research must involve human subjects and focus on clinical aspects of 
regenerative treatment with the main purpose of providing reliable evidence about the 
conditions under which pulpal regeneration occurs. 

The submission deadline is August 1, 2013. For more information, please download the 
guidelines and application form by clicking here. 

Institute of Medicine Releases Oral Health Literacy Reports 

The Institute of Medicine (IOM) released two reports showing that oral health and oral health 
literacy are of national interest. These two recent IOM reports are titled, Advancing Oral Health 
in America and Improving Access to Oral Health Care for Vulnerable and Underserved 
Populations. The purpose of the reports is to educate the public about preventive measures, 
such as water fluoridation, dental care visits, and an oral health-related quality of life.  

The aforementioned reports were drafted after the IOM Roundtable on Health Literacy, held on 
March 29, 2012, which explored findings from oral health literacy research and how such 
findings are being translated into oral health practice, as well as the intersection between oral 
health literacy and health literacy.   

Registration Open for Interprofessional Education Collaborative Faculty Development 
Institute  

ADEA is a founding member of the Interprofessional Education Collaborative (IPEC), and is 
pleased to announce the third IPEC Faculty Development Institute, which will be held May 
20–22, 2013, at the Hyatt Dulles Hotel in Herndon, Virginia.  This institute will gather faculty 
from across the health disciplines to discuss how to improve quality and patient safety, create 
faculty champions who can enhance interprofessional curricula and learning experiences, and 
develop learning assessments in quality improvement and patient safety at the point of care.  

Registration and hotel information is now available and can be found at 
https://ipecollaborative.org.  

ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc./Jack Bresch Student Legislative Internship 

The ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc./Jack Bresch Student Legislative Internship is a six-week, 
stipend-supported internship in the Advocacy and Governmental Relations portfolio of the ADEA 
Policy Center (ADEA AGR) in Washington, D.C. This student legislative internship provides a 

http://pweb1.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=21419
http://www.aae.org/AAE_Foundation/Research_Grants_and_Awards/Other_Grants.aspx
http://www.iom.edu/~/media/Files/Report%20Files/2011/Advancing-Oral-Health-in-America/Advancing%20Oral%20Health%202011%20Report%20Brief.pdf
http://www.iom.edu/~/media/Files/Report%20Files/2011/Advancing-Oral-Health-in-America/Advancing%20Oral%20Health%202011%20Report%20Brief.pdf
http://www.iom.edu/~/media/Files/Report%20Files/2011/Improving-Access-to-Oral-Health-Care-for-Vulnerable-and-Underserved-Populations/oralhealthaccess2011reportbrief.pdf
http://www.iom.edu/~/media/Files/Report%20Files/2011/Improving-Access-to-Oral-Health-Care-for-Vulnerable-and-Underserved-Populations/oralhealthaccess2011reportbrief.pdf
https://ipecollaborative.org/
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unique learning experience for predoctoral, allied, and advanced dental students, residents, and 
fellows. It is designed to encourage students to learn about and eventually — as dental 
professionals — to become involved in the federal legislative process and the formulation of 
public policy as it relates to academic dentistry. It is open to any predoctoral, allied, or advanced 
dental student resident, or fellow who is interested in learning about and contributing to the 
formulation of federal public policy with regard to dental education, dental research, and the oral 
health of the nation. Funded through the generous support of Sunstar Americas, Inc., the 
student intern will be a member of the ADEA AGR staff and will participate in congressional 
meetings on Capitol Hill, coalition meetings, and policy discussions among the ADEA 
Legislative Advisory Committee (ADEA LAC) and ADEA AGR staff.  

An applicant must be a full-time predoctoral, allied, or advanced dental student resident, or 
fellow whose institution is willing to work with the student to identify an appropriate time, 
consisting of six weeks, during the school year to pursue the internship. For additional 
information, please email Yvonne Knight, J.D., ADEA Senior Vice President for Advocacy and 
Governmental Relations, at KnightY@ADEA.org.  Applications are accepted on a year-round 
basis. 

Save the Date: ADEA to Host Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill in April 

ADEA invites you to make your voice heard during ADEA/AADR Advocacy Day on Capitol 
Hill, Wednesday, April 17, 2013, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. This one-day event is co-
sponsored by the American Association for Dental Research (AADR), and has been designed to 
provide all members of the dental education and research community an opportunity to 
advocate before Members of Congress and their staff for support on access to oral health care 
initiatives, pipeline programs for diverse students, and adequate funding for dental and 
craniofacial research.  

ADEA/AADR Advocacy Day has been scheduled at this time to take advantage of a “window of 
opportunity” to visit with congressional members just before a critical period when funding 
allocations may be revised for federal programs and agencies, including the National Institute of 
Dental and Craniofacial Research. Don't miss this opportunity to participate in Advocacy Day 
and demonstrate to Congress that, even during difficult economic conditions, oral health 
education and research must remain federal priorities.  

Participants will attend a morning briefing on current policy issues impacting dental education, 
interface with Members of Congress during a luncheon, and advocate on behalf of their 
institutions and the dental education community during meetings with congressional members 
and staff. 

Registration for ADEA/AADR Advocacy Day is complimentary, and participants will meet at 
Rayburn House Office Building Gold Room (#2168), Independence Avenue and South Capitol 
Street, Washington, D.C. 20003. 

To RSVP or inquire about hotel accommodations, please contact Jessica Vatnick at 
vatnickj@adea.org. For additional information, please contact Yvonne Knight, J.D., ADEA 
Senior Vice President for Advocacy and Governmental Relations at knighty@adea.org or 
(202) 289-7201. 
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Congressional Resources 
 
For those interested in following the congressional proceedings, please access the U.S. House 
or Senate by way of the following links: 
 
U.S. House of Representatives: House Website 
 
U.S. Senate:  Senate Website 

Funding Opportunities 
 
Below are selected funding opportunities that might be of interest; you may search for additional 
federal government funding opportunities at grants.gov. 

Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Imaging Diagnostics of Dental Diseases and Conditions (Caries, Periodontal Disease, Cracked 
Teeth, and Pulp Vitality)  
Grant Information 
 
Pathophysiology and Clinical Studies of Osteonecrosis of the Jaw 
Grant Information  
 
National Institutes of Health 
 
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research Grants for Research on Epigenomics of 
Virus-Associated Oral Diseases 
Grant Information 
 
Administrative Supplements for Collaborative Science: Opportunities for Existing NIDCR Grants 
and Cooperative Agreements  
Grant Information  
 
Omnibus Solicitation of the NIH, CDC, FDA and ACF for Small Business Innovation Research 
Grant Applications  
Grant Information 
 
Notice of Intent to Publish a Funding Opportunity Announcement for Opportunities for 
Collaborative Research at the NIH Clinical Center  
Grant Information 
 
Research Supplements to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research  
Grant Information 
 

Quotable 
 

“Education is an ornament in prosperity and a refuge in adversity.” 
 

           Aristotle       
 

http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-193.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-193.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-11-083.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-11-083.html
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Ernest%20Knight/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/ZOU7EY1D/National%20Institute%20of%20Dental%20and%20Craniofacial%20Research%20Grants%20Funding%20for%20Epigenomics%20of%20Virus-Associated%20Oral%20Diseases
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-159.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-089.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-089.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-HD-12-025.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-HD-12-025.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-149.html
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The ADEA Washington Update is published by the ADEA Policy Center monthly 
when Congress is in session. Its purpose is to keep ADEA members abreast of 
federal issues and events of interest to the academic dental and research 

communities. 
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