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President Obama and Vice President Biden are Sworn in for a Second Term  

On Monday, January 21, 2013, President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden took 
the oath of office to serve a second term in the White House. President Obama followed 
presidential precedent by selecting U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts to 
administer his oath. Justice Sonia Sotomayor swore in Vice President Biden. 

As required by the U.S. Constitution, the President and Vice President have to be sworn in on 
January 20; hence the swearing-in ceremonies took place for Vice President Biden at the Naval 
Observatory and for President Obama at the White House, a day before the public swearing-in 
ceremony.  

President Obama delivered his inaugural address, designed to provide a historical context and a 

broad vision of the future. He spoke about the need to educate our children and to “build. . . 
roads and networks and research labs.”   Also, the President spoke about “making the hard 
choices to reduce the cost of health care and the size of our deficit.”  The over-arching 
consensus was that the President laid out an aggressive agenda, encompassing everything 
from climate change to gay rights that will take a lot of compromise and cooperation to bring 
to fruition in the current politically charged atmosphere in Washington.  

Congress Reaches Agreement to Avert the “Fiscal Cliff”   

On January 2, 2013, the U.S. House of Representatives joined the U.S. Senate in passing the 
American Taxpayer Relief Act, H.R. 8, legislation to prevent a “fiscal cliff.” The legislation was 
quickly signed into law by President Obama the next day. The act postpones the sequestration 
of FY 2013 spending scheduled to occur this month until March 2013, and replaces it with $24 
billion in savings: half in revenue and half from spending cuts, which are divided equally 
between defense and nondefense.  

The legislation contains the following provisions of interest to the dental education community: 

 Establishes a new bipartisan commission appointed by the President and Congress to 
address the challenges of providing affordable, long-term care for seniors and disabled 
Americans; 
 

 Provides funding for the development of quality metrics for health care; 
 

 Establishes bonuses for health care providers who participate in clinical registries; and 
 

 Provides funding for the National Quality Forum to continue to develop quality metrics for 
health care. 

 
Also, the legislation extends various tax provisions that directly affect higher education and 
health professions: 

 National Health Services Corps and Armed Forces Health Professions Scholarships:  
Excludes income on amounts received;  

 

 Sustainable Growth Rate (“doc fix”): The act blocked a scheduled 27% reduction in the 
Medicare reimbursement rate for physician services that was set to occur on January 1, 
2013. The measure maintains the current reimbursement rate through Dec. 31, 2013; 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/112/hr8/text
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 American Opportunity Tax Credit: A tax credit is available for up to $2,500 in tuition and 
related expenses; it has been extended through 2017. It is subject to a phase-out for 
taxpayers with adjusted gross income in excess of $80,000, or $160,000 for married 
couples filing jointly; and 

 

 Employer-Provided Educational Assistance: Allows exclusion from income of up to 
$5,250 in assistance. This provision applies to both undergraduate and graduate 
education. 

 
ADEA will keep everyone apprised of the negotiations and proposals as we approach the next 
fiscal cliff deadline, March 1, 2013.  

Congress Passes Legislation to Suspend the Debt Limit  

The U.S. House of Representatives and Senate passed H.R. 325 – No Budget, No Pay Act 
of 2013, legislation that suspended the nation's legal debt limit through May 18, 2013. By 
temporarily suspending the statutory debt limit, this legislation granted the U.S. Treasury 
Department the additional borrowing authority it needed to meet obligations that require 
payment over the next three months by extending the current $16.4 trillion limit. 

In addition, the No Budget, No Pay Act directs both chambers of Congress to adopt a budget 
resolution for fiscal year 2014 by April 15, 2013. If either body fails to pass a budget, members 
would have their paychecks put into an escrow account starting on April 16 until they adopt a 
budget or until the 113th Congress ends on January 3, 2015.  

Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA), Chairman of the Senate Budget Committee, announced that the 
Senate will take action on budget legislation, a move marking the first time the Senate will 
potentially pass a budget since April 29, 2009. 

U.S. House of Representatives Education Chairman Lists Interest Rates as Top Priority 

Rep. John Kline (R-MN), Chairman of the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, outlined his goals and priorities during the Committee's first 
meeting of the 113th Congress on January 22, 2013. The focus of the organizational meeting 
was to welcome new and returning members, review rules, and discuss the goals and priorities 
of the committee. Chairman Kline discussed the following priorities for higher education:  

 Finding a long-term, market-based solution for student loan interest rates; 
  

 Developing new ways to increase transparency for college costs; and   
 

 Working on reauthorization of the Higher Education Act, which is set to expire in 2014 
during the tenure of the 113th Congress. 

 
According to a recent Dear Colleague released by the U.S. Department of Education, the 
Budget Control Act of 2011 (Pub. L. 112-25) cancelled the subsidy for graduate and 
professional students who borrowed federal loans beginning on or after July 1, 2012. Therefore, 
graduate and professional students are no longer eligible for Direct Subsidized Loans. 

In light of this change, ADEA will continue to actively advocate on behalf of the dental education 
community before Members of Congress and the U.S. Department of Education, urging them to 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr325eh/pdf/BILLS-113hr325eh.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr325eh/pdf/BILLS-113hr325eh.pdf
http://www.ifap.ed.gov/fregisters/FR012513AnnualNoticeofInterestRatesofFedStudentLoansMadeunderDL.html
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return the subsidy or reduce the interest rate for graduate and professional loans which is 
currently at 6.8 percent. 

U.S. House of Representatives Approves the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness 
Reauthorization Act of 2013 

On January 22, 2013, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Pandemic and All-
Hazards Preparedness Reauthorization Act of 2013, H.R. 307. The legislation reauthorizes 
provisions of the Project Bioshield Act of 2004 and Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness 
Act of 2006 for an additional five years. H.R. 307 consists of provisions that would strengthen 
the nation's preparedness infrastructure and support development of medical countermeasures 
to better respond to chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear attacks. Under the bill, both 
programs would be reauthorized through FY 2017 at current spending levels. 

ADEA’s Executive Director Dr. Richard W. Valachovic, D.M.D., M.P.H, the American Dental 
Association, and other dental organizations wrote to Members of the U.S. House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce and the U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions (HELP) urging them to reauthorize the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act. 
This legislation contains provisions to clarify that dentists may be considered volunteer disaster 
response public health workers. States, as an option, may incorporate dentists and dental 
facilities into their planning activities. 

If the U.S. Senate passes this legislation, it would reauthorize the National Disaster Medical 
System, which helps manage the government’s medical response to emergencies and 
disasters. The legislation would direct the Department of Health and Human Services to 
establish a 15-member interagency National Advisory Committee on Children and Disasters to 
address the needs of children during emergencies. And, it would extend the Public Health 
Emergency Preparedness Cooperative Agreement program, which provides grants to state and 
local health departments to help respond to public health hazards. 

U.S. Supreme Court Denies Challenge to Stem Cell Research   

In Sherley v. Sebelius, the U.S. Supreme Court denied a recent challenge to lower court 
decisions allowing the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to fund human embryonic stem cell 
research.   

In 2009, President Obama directed the NIH to “support and conduct responsible, scientifically 
worthy human stem cell research, including human embryonic stem cell research, to the extent 
permitted by law” and to “issue new NIH guidance on such research that is consistent with this 
order.”  

In a petition to the Supreme Court, researchers Drs. Sherley and Deisher alleged that the 
issuance of the guidelines violated the Administrative Procedure Act because, among other 
reasons, the “promulgation and implementation of the guidelines are not in accordance with 
law.” They argued that the NIH guidelines on funding human embryonic stem cell research are 
illegal. The Supreme Court denied the challenge without comment. 

Every year since 1996, Congress has enacted a flat ban on using federal funds either to create 
a new human embryo or to do research in which an embryo is destroyed, discarded, or injured.  
The Obama Administration has taken the view that the ban does not apply to already-existing 
cell lines, which involve no new destruction of embryos. That view has been upheld twice by the 
D.C. Circuit Court.   

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hr307/text
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/hr307/text
http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-dc-circuit/1529053.html


 
ADEA Washington Update Volume 11, No. 1. January 2013 Page 5 

 
 

Sen. Harkin Bill Outlines Critical Public Health and Prevention Initiatives 

On January 23, 2013, Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA), Chairman of the U.S. Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee (HELP) introduced The Healthier Lifestyles and 
Prevention America Act, which outlines critical public health and prevention initiatives to fight 
chronic disease; encourage healthier schools, communities and workplaces; and improve 
physical activity opportunities for individuals with disabilities.  

This measure includes wellness provisions in a broad range of areas, including: 

 Expanded access to fresh fruits and vegetables for all low-income elementary schools;  
 

 Tax incentives for businesses that offer comprehensive workplace wellness programs to 
their employees; 

 

 Improved physical activity and athletic opportunities for individuals with disabilities; and  
 

 Greater oversight with regard to food and tobacco marketing. 
 
Sen. Harkin has championed preventive health care initiatives throughout his career, including 
increased access to screenings for breast cancer. Most recently, Sen. Harkin championed the 
prevention and wellness measures that are included in the Affordable Care Act.   
 
Sen. Durbin Reintroduces Bills on Private Student Loan Education, Bankruptcy 
 
Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL) recently reintroduced two bills related to private education loans: 
one designed to allow schools full certification of private student loans and the other to permit 
such loans to be discharged in bankruptcy proceedings like other types of private debt. These 
measures are as follows: 
 
The Know Before You Owe Act (S.113): Amends both the Higher Education Act (HEA) and 
the Truth in Lending Act (TILA) to strengthen requirements surrounding private education 
loans, and to correct some technical flaws in the definition of private loans. Durbin first 
introduced the Know Before You Owe Act in March 2012 with Sen. Tom Harkin (IA) to address 
concerns that many students who take on private loan debt do not have full information about 
more advantageous federal aid programs.  

The Fairness for Struggling Students Act (S.114): Allows private student loans to be 
discharged in instances of bankruptcy. In the 112th Congress, Durbin first introduced the 
Fairness for Struggling Students Act. The act would revise federal bankruptcy law to allow the 
discharge of private education loans if the loans demonstrate undue hardship to the borrower, 
similar to other forms of private debt. 

 As currently stipulated by bankruptcy law, borrowers who demonstrate an “undue hardship” 
may have their loans discharged in bankruptcy. In testimony provided to the Senate 
Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight and the Courts in March 2012, National Association 
of Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) President Justin Draeger stated that NASFAA “does 
not find the ‘undue hardship’ clause to be sufficient protection for private education loan 
borrowers.” 
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ADEA Hosts Dental Breakfast during Professional Development Conference on Student 
Financial Aid 

On January 17, 2013, ADEA hosted a Dental Breakfast at the Professional Development 
Conference for Health Professions Financial Aid Administrators (PDC) in Phoenix, 
Arizona. The purpose of the breakfast was to bring together financial aid officers to discuss 
student financial aid issues, such as financial aid counseling and loan repayment options.  

The breakfast included representatives from 13 dental schools and an active discussion on best 
practices for educating dental students about debt management. The discussion also 
highlighted ADEA’s advocacy focus areas during 2012, which included working with the U.S. 
Department of Education on regulations related to Income-Based Repayment, Title IV 
Funding/Repeated Coursework Restrictions, and Gainful Employment.  

The Dental Breakfast is held every year during the PDC, and is organized by the Association of 
American Medical Colleges (AAMC). Please register to attend the 2014 PDC when the 
information becomes available at www.aamc.org.  

Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee Convenes Fifth Session on Mercury Ban 

The fifth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee convened to prepare a 
global, legally binding instrument or treaty on mercury. This meeting, entitled the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury, was held at the Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG) in 
Geneva, Switzerland, January 13-18, 2013.  

Mercury is highly toxic to humans and animals when inhaled or ingested, and is particularly 
harmful to developing brains and nervous systems in children and fetuses. Global mercury 
pollution will be curtailed under the new treaty, and mercury-added dental amalgams will be 
phased down.  

The treaty has been in negotiations for four years, and will be open for signature in Japan during 
the month of October 2013, where thousands of Japanese citizens suffered death and injury 
from eating methyl mercury-contaminated seafood from their local waters.  

University of California, San Francisco, School of Dentistry’s Global Oral Health 
Symposium 

The University of California, San Francisco, School of Dentistry’s 3rd Annual Global Oral 
Health Symposium will be held May 13-14, 2013. This program is led by the Associate Dean 
for Global Oral Health, Dr. John S. Greenspan.  

In accordance with its mission to improve oral and craniofacial health worldwide, the goals for 
the symposium include: building, strengthening and coordinating our activities in global oral 
health; developing and supporting programs of excellence in global oral health sciences and 
international health within the school; and interacting with UCSF campus and other initiatives in 
global health.  

Details on the theme and agenda will be available in the coming months, as well as registration 
instructions. For additional information, please visit UCSF online. 

 

http://www.aamc.org/
http://dentistry.ucsf.edu/
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Request for Clinical Research Applications in Regenerative Endodontics  

The American Association of Endodontists (AAE) and the AAE Foundation plan to award 
one or more grants to support clinical research to investigate regenerative endodontic 
treatment. The research must involve human subjects and focus on clinical aspects of 
regenerative treatment with the main purpose of providing reliable evidence about the 
conditions under which pulpal regeneration occurs. 

The submission deadline is August 1, 2013. For more information, please download the 
guidelines and application form by clicking here. 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute’s Research Opportunities for Dental Students  

In order to encourage more dental, medical, and veterinary students to pursue academic and 
research careers, the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) is offering “year-out” and 
summer research training programs for students enrolled in U.S. schools. HHMI and the 
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR) are seeking to increase the 
number of dental students applying for the following program: 

HHMI Summer Medical Fellows Program: Fellows will work in HHMI laboratories (with HHMI 
investigators or early career scientists) or at the Janelia Farm Research Campus for a minimum 
of eight consecutive weeks (10 weeks preferred). Students must be in good standing at a 
dental, medical, or veterinary school located in the U.S. Those who are enrolled in a combined 
professional degree/Ph.D. program or who have already received a one-year award from any 
“year-out” research training program are not eligible to apply. The program is primarily aimed at 
those students who wish to explore the summer research experience with the intent of applying 
for the year-long program. The Competition System opened on November 1, 2012, and the 
application deadline is February 15, 2013.  

For additional information, please visit http://www.hhmi.org/grants/individuals/medical-fellows/. 

Registration Open for Interprofessional Education Collaborative Faculty Development 
Institute  

ADEA is a founding member of the Interprofessional Education Collaborative (IPEC), and is 
pleased to announce the third IPEC Faculty Development Institute, which will be held May 
20–22, 2013, at the Hyatt Dulles Hotel, Herndon, Virginia.  This institute will gather faculty from 
across the health disciplines to discuss how to improve quality and patient safety, create faculty 
champions who can enhance interprofessional curricula and learning experiences, and develop 
learning assessments in quality improvement and patient safety at the point of care. 

Registration and hotel information is now available and can be found at 
https://ipecollaborative.org. Direct requests or questions can be sent to Alexis Ruffin, the 
Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) Director of Medical Education, at 
alruffin@aamc.org. 

Dental Quality Alliance Conference on Improving Dental Quality through Measurement 

The Dental Quality Alliance (DQA) will convene a conference on Improving Dental Quality 
through Measurement on June 28-29, 2013, at the American Dental Association 
Headquarters in Chicago, Illinois. The DQA is a multi-stakeholder alliance of nonprofit 

http://www.aae.org/AAE_Foundation/Research_Grants_and_Awards/Other_Grants.aspx
http://www.hhmi.org/grants/individuals/medical-fellows/
https://ipecollaborative.org/
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associations, government agencies, and private organizations with a common mission to 
improve oral health. 

This conference will train 100 leaders in dentistry who commit to promoting the implementation 
of measurement to pursue common goals of quality improvement in oral health. The conference 
sessions are based on the six aims of high-quality health care as defined by the Institute of 
Medicine (IOM) - safe, effective, patient-centered, timely, efficient, and equitable.  

Selection of the leaders will be based on an online application process. Tuition is free to 
attendees, and they can earn CE credit. Participants must pay for their own travel, lodging, and 
meal expenses. The applications will close on May 1, 2013. Applications will be reviewed on a 
first-come, first-serve basis with rolling admissions. 

For more information on the conference and application process, please visit here. If you need 
further assistance, please contact Manesa Douglass at douglassm@ada.org. 

ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc./Jack Bresch Student Legislative Internship 

The ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc./Jack Bresch Student Legislative Internship is a six-week, 
stipend-supported internship in the Advocacy and Governmental Relations portfolio of the ADEA 
Policy Center (ADEA AGR) in Washington, D.C. This student legislative internship provides a 
unique learning experience for predoctoral, allied, and advanced dental students, residents, and 
fellows. It is designed to encourage students to learn about and eventually—as dental 
professionals—to become involved in the federal legislative process and the formulation of 
public policy as it relates to academic dentistry. It is open to any predoctoral, allied, or advanced 
dental student resident, or fellow who is interested in learning about and contributing to the 
formulation of federal public policy with regard to dental education, dental research, and the oral 
health of the nation. Funded through the generous support of Sunstar Americas, Inc., the 
student intern will be a member of the ADEA AGR staff and will participate in congressional 
meetings on Capitol Hill, coalition meetings, and policy discussions among the ADEA 
Legislative Advisory Committee (ADEA LAC) and ADEA AGR staff.  

An applicant must be a full-time predoctoral, allied, or advanced dental student resident, or 
fellow whose institution is willing to work with the student to identify an appropriate time, 
consisting of six weeks, during the school year to pursue the internship. For additional 
information, please email Yvonne Knight, J.D., ADEA Senior Vice President for Advocacy 
and Governmental Relations, at KnightY@ADEA.org.  Applications are accepted on a year-
round basis. 

ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc./Harry W. Bruce, Jr. Legislative Fellowship 
 
Dental school faculty members or administrators who want to interface with members of 
Congress on issues of importance to oral health are encouraged to apply for the ADEA/Sunstar 
Americas, Inc. /Harry W. Bruce, Jr. Legislative Fellowship. The fellow selected spends three 
months in Washington, D.C., working on issues and policies that could make a difference in the 
life of every American.  
 
This public policy fellowship coincides with congressional consideration of the federal budget 
and other legislative and regulatory activities important to dental education and research. The 
fellow functions as an ADEA Policy Center staff member who works within the AGR portfolio on 
ADEA’s specific legislative priorities. The fellow’s responsibilities may include drafting policy, 

http://www.ada.org/8138.aspx
mailto:KnightY@ADEA.org
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legislative language, position papers, and testimony; educating members of Congress and other 
decisionmakers on matters of importance to dental education; and participating in gatherings of 
various national coalitions. The fellow receives a taxable stipend of $15,000 to cover travel and 
expenses for approximately three months (cumulative) in Washington, D.C. (ADEA is flexible in 
the arrangement of time away from the fellow’s institution.) The fellow’s institution continues to 
provide salary support for the duration of the experience. Since its inception in 1985, the 
ADEA/Sunstar Americas, Inc. /Harry W. Bruce, Jr. Legislative Fellowship has been generously 
underwritten by Sunstar Americas, Inc. Interested candidates should apply as soon as 
possible.  

Congressional Resources 
 
For those interested in following the congressional proceedings, please access the U.S. House 
or Senate by way of the following links: 
 
U.S. House of Representatives: House Website 
 
U.S. Senate:  Senate Website 

Funding Opportunities 
 
Below are selected funding opportunities that might be of interest; you may search for additional 
federal government funding opportunities at grants.gov. 

Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Imaging Diagnostics of Dental Diseases and Conditions (Caries, Periodontal Disease, Cracked 
Teeth, and Pulp Vitality)  
Grant Information 
 
Pathophysiology and Clinical Studies of Osteonecrosis of the Jaw 
Grant Information  
 
National Institutes of Health 
 
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research Grants for Research on Epigenomics of 
Virus-Associated Oral Diseases 
Grant Information 
 
Administrative Supplements for Collaborative Science: Opportunities for Existing NIDCR Grants 
and Cooperative Agreements  
Grant Information  
 
Omnibus Solicitation of the NIH, CDC, FDA and ACF for Small Business Innovation Research 
Grant Applications  
Grant Information 
 
Notice of Intent to Publish a Funding Opportunity Announcement for Opportunities for 
Collaborative Research at the NIH Clinical Center  
Grant Information 

http://www.adea.org/professional_development/adea_scholarships_awards_fellowships/Pages/ADEASunstarAmericasIncHarryWBruceJrLegislativeFellowship.aspx
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-193.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-193.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-11-083.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-11-083.html
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Ernest%20Knight/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/ZOU7EY1D/National%20Institute%20of%20Dental%20and%20Craniofacial%20Research%20Grants%20Funding%20for%20Epigenomics%20of%20Virus-Associated%20Oral%20Diseases
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-159.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-089.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-089.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-HD-12-025.html
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Research Supplements to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research  
Grant Information 
 

        Quotable 
 

“Education then, beyond all other devices of human origin, is the great equalizer of the 
conditions of men, the balance-wheel of the social machinery.” 

 
Horace Mann 

 

 

 
The ADEA Washington Update is published by the ADEA Policy Center monthly 
when Congress is in session. Its purpose is to keep ADEA members abreast of 
federal issues and events of interest to the academic dental and research 
communities. 
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