
 

 
Fiscal Year 2014 Appropriations Requests 

 
 
On behalf of the American Dental Education Association (ADEA)1, we 
respectfully request your support in safeguarding federal funding for dental 
education, training programs for the next generation of oral health care providers 
and funding for dental and craniofacial research during the FY 2014 
appropriation process. It cannot be over-stated the medically-proven link 
between good oral health and systemic health.   
 
ADEA is mindful of the budgetary constraints faced by Congress and the 
Administration but these are critical programs that must be funded in order to 
ensure the oral health and well-being of the nation. To underfund these 
programs, will result in tens of thousands of citizens, perhaps your constituents, 
unable to access oral health care in their communities. 
 
To ensure the on-going delivery of quality oral health care, ADEA urges you to 
support bipartisan efforts to maintain funding for the following: 
 

 $32 million for Title VII, Section 748 of the Public Health Service Act  
 

ADEA is requesting $32 million to support sorely needed public health 
services programs. ADEA is requesting $8 million each for General Dentistry 
and Pediatric Dentistry residencies, with the balance of the $32,392,000 
request used to support Public Health Dentistry and State Oral Health 
Workforce Improvement programs under the Dental Health Improvement Act 
(DHIA).  
 
While President Obama did not include a budget request for the Health 
Careers Opportunity Program (HCOP) and the Area Health Education Center 
Program (AHEC), ADEA requests that funding be restored to these vital 
workforce and diversity pipeline programs.  
 
Increased funding for Title VII programs will allow expanded opportunities for 
advanced training for dentists, provide funding for faculty loan repayment 
programs, and help increase the number of pediatric dentists needed to care 
for newly insured children under the Affordable Care Act. 
 
 
 

                                                           

1
 American Dental Education Association (ADEA) represents all 66 dental schools in the United 

States, nearly 700 dental residency training programs and 600 allied dental programs, as well as 
more than 12,000 faculty who educate and train over 50,000 students and residents attending 
these institutions. ADEA’s academic dental institutions are where the majority of dental research is 
conducted, oral health practitioners are trained and where significant dental care is provided. In 
fact, ADEA’s member institutions serve as dental homes to approximately 2.9 million diverse 
patients each year, many who are uninsured, underinsured and reliant on public safety-net 
programs for their primary oral health care needs. 



 $15 million for Part F of the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment and 
Modernization Act 
 

ADEA and a coalition of health care organizations are requesting $15 million 
in funding for the Dental Reimbursement Program (DRP) and the 
Community-Based Dental Partnerships Program (DPP).  These programs 
only provide partial reimbursement to academic dental institutions for costs 
incurred in providing dental care to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
 
The Ryan White Dental Reimbursement Program (DRP) has trained over 
11,700 dental students, postdoctoral dental residents, and dental hygiene 
students, providing oral health services to over 37,100 HIV positive patients. 
Through the funding of the program, it helps academic institutions with 
accredited dental or dental hygiene education programs by defraying their 
unreimbursed costs associated with providing oral health care to people with 
HIV. Institutions that participate in the DRP report that unreimbursed costs of 
care continue to rise and current program funding is inadequate, at best, to 
meet all costs. 

 $450 million for the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial 
Research  

 
ADEA is requesting $450 million for the National Institute of Dental and 
Craniofacial Research (NIDCR).  NIDCR helps researchers in academic 
dental institutions to build a base of scientific and clinical knowledge that has 
been used to enhance the quality of the nation’s oral health and systemic 
health. Ground-breaking research initiatives in using saliva to detect cancers, 
other than oral cancer, is emerging and will be stymied if cuts are made to 
biomedical research.   

 
If these programs are not adequately funded, access to care will be severely 
limited and our dental schools’ ability to provide safety-net services to an already 
underserved and fragile population will have to be curtailed. Your continued 
support to ensure that adequate federal funding remains available for these 
programs is greatly appreciated.    
 
Please feel free to use ADEA as a resource on academic dental education issues 
under your purview. Also, if we can provide additional information regarding 
these funding requests, please contact Yvonne Knight, J.D., Senior Vice 
President for Advocacy and Governmental Relations, ADEA Policy Center 
at 202-289-7201 or via email at knighty@adea.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Richard W. Valachovic, D.M.D., M.P.H. 
President and CEO
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