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Section Activities for 2012-2013: 

 

1.  Section Newsletter- March 2013 saw the publication of the first Section newsletter.  The project was 

headed by the Section Chair Cathia Bergeron with the support of other Section Officers, Ana Elashvilli 

(Chair Elect), and Marcela Hernandez (Secretary).   

 

The newsletter proved to be a very professional and informative endeavor for all section members.  It 

detailed information on all Section Activities including information from the ADEA Council of Sections 

Fall Meetings, the 2012 Members Forum , and a preview of the Section Program at the ADEA 2013 

Annual  Session.  The Newsletter also contained a public ‘Thank you’ to Dr. Larry Haisch for his years of 

dedicated service as National Code Directior. 

 

A report from Dr. Haisch detailing the activities of CODE for the year was also included in the 

Newsletter. 

 

2.  The Operative Dentistry/Biomaterials Section in partnership with the Cariology Section hosted a 

Section Program at the ADEA Annual Session and Meetings in Seattle Washington: 

 

“Learning Caries Management Decision-Making Through Proper Diagnosis and Risk Assessment” 

Dr. Kim R. Ekstrand, University of Copenhagen 

 
Dr. Ekstrand’s presentation had as its objectives to: 
 
1.  Understand the rapidly changing information about caries management. 
2.  Promote critical thinking on how to use current evidence to treat caries lesions at different stages of 
development. 
3.  Aid providers in gaining competence in caries diagnosis and risk related treatment. 
 
The program was well attended and led to an active discussion at its conclusion. 
 
3.  Dr. Ed DeSchepper was selected as the new National Code Director after Dr. Larry Haisch stepped 
down after more than fifteen years of dedicated and loyal service. 
 
 

Membership and Attendance: 
 
At the 2013 ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition, the Operative Dentistry/Biomaterials Section was 485.  

mailto:williamsdere@umkc.edu


At the 2013 ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition Operative Dentistry/Biomaterials Section Member’s 
Forum 23 active members attended. 
 

Meeting Minutes: 
 

ADEA Operative Dentistry and Biomaterials Section 

2013 Members’ Forum 

Washington State Convention & Trade Center 

Seattle, March 18, 2013 

5: 30 P.M. - 6: 35 P.M. 

 

Call to Order- Dr. Ana Elashvili  (Section Chair-elect) at 5:30 P.M. 

Total meeting attendance: 23 members 

Introduction of Officers:  

 

Section Chair - Dr. Cathia Bergeron (absent) 

Chair-Elect - Dr. Ana Elashvili 

Secretary – Dr. Marcela Hernandez 

Councilor - Dr. Derek Williams 

Members-at-Large - Dr. Mark Foglman, Stanley Freeman; Deisi Oliveira and Eric Levine 

Dr. Ana Elashvili welcomed the members at the Forum of the Operative Dentistry and 

biomaterials and excused Dr. Cathia Bergeron that was not able to attend.  She explained that 

Dr. Bergeron prepared all the materials for our member’s forum. 

 She invited the members to sing up the sheet. Dr. Spomenka Djordjevic asked how did she 

know that the Operative Dentistry and Biomaterial section had 1400 members. Dr. Elashvili 

answered that ADEA provided that information.   

Dr. Elashvili Introduced Dr. Mark Wolf who clarified that ADEA Central office has a record of the 

members and student members of each section. Dr Wolf is a member at large of the ADEA 

Council of Sections and he is an active member of the Operative and Biomaterials Section. He 

explained that when people sign up for ADEA membership they are able to select to belong to 

one or more sections or SIG. That is how ADEA keep records of the number of members that 

belong to each section. He also invited the attendees that are not members yet to log on the 

webpage and sign up to modify their status to receive the newsletter and all the information 

about the section activities.  Dr. Wolf commented that the Operative section has been very 



active working in collaboration with the Cariology Section and in different activities as was 

reported in the newsletter. 

Copies of the Newsletter with the agenda and minutes from 2012 Member’s Forum were 

distributed to attendants to read and approved.  

Call for motion to approve agenda. Without objection, the minutes were approved. 

Councilor Report, Dr. Derek Williams:  
 

 Emphasized that this year the Operative and Biomaterial section had a good and successful 
year with the approval of a program submitted in collaboration with the Cariology section. 
He commented that in the last two past years the program was rejected.  He extended the 
invitation to all the attendants to participate in the Tuesday’s program at 8:00 a.m: Learning 
Caries Management Decision-Making Through Proper Diagnosis and Risk Assessment by Dr. 
Kim R. Ekstrand, University of Copenhagen. 
 

 Dr. Williams informed that this year there are a couple of resolutions to vote in the House 

of Delegates. 1. You won’t have to elect the chair of ADEA this year since Dr. Lily Garcia is 

already the chair for next year. 2. There is a resolution to move the tobacco free initiative 

from a SIG to a Section. We will have to vote tomorrow at the Council of Sections meeting. 

Dr. Williams asked if the group was in favor to support this initiative of if there was any 

opposition.  A member questioned about what would this change mean? Dr. Williams 

responded that the SIG on the Tobacco free initiative would move from SIG to a Section 

becoming the 46 ADEA section. Approved for motion of hands. No opposition. Dr. Williams 

will inform the councilors the desires and decisions of our section. 

 

 Most of the discussion in the Council of sections meetings was about program’s submission 

and approval. Not all the sections have the programs approved since there have been 

limitations in space and availability of rooms and budget. This process has become very 

competitive. Dr. Williams commented that the key elements for project acceptance are: 

1. Collaboration: more than one section sponsor the program and maximum of 3 sections. 

2.  Credentials of the speaker:  It is fundamental to invite a well recognize national speaker 

or a speaker with worldwide credentials. Dr. Williams emphasize that this is a challenge 

since to bring an overseas speaker is expensive and we have limiting funding.  He informed 

that the council of sections does have a program fund pool.  The deadline for application 

this year is April 30 and the maximum amount for funding is $3,000 dollars. This amount will 

barely cover a speaker from overseas. There are also imitations on what the money can be 

used for. Dr. Williams commented that ADEA has restrictions for money allocations and our 

section was only able to receive funding for $2,300 due to only having one speaker. 



Fortunately, the Section of Operative Dentistry and Biomaterials has a good size budget, 

around $5,000. The section will have to cover some expenses for our speaker Dr. Kim 

Ekstrand. After this year program we will have lighter funds, he said. 

 

 Dr. Williams also informed that the Operative Section would like to maintain the 

collaboration with the Cariology group to submit the program for next year and maintain 

continuity with what was initiated with the symposium this year. Dr. Marcela Hernandez 

will provide more information on her report. Dr. Williams commented that this year there is 

video from ADEA to facilitate the process of this application. He opened for discussion or 

questions? No questions. 

 

Report for Section Chair, Dr. Cathia Bergeron via Skype:  

Dr. Bergeron thanked the group for the opportunity to serve as a chair during the past year and 

apologized for not being present de to an accident that does not allow her to travel.  

She provided Information from the fall Council of Sections meeting in Denver:  Last year the 

Operative Section was well represented In Denver, both the councilor and chair participated in 

the meeting. The full report can be found in the Newsletter but as follows are the highlights: 

 Programs submission has a high rejection rate. This year our section was successful in 

submitting the program in collaboration with the Cariology section, but this was not the 

case in the past. During the past two years our program has been rejected.  

 

 During the meeting ADEA provided important Informative descriptions to prepare the 

program for next year. Below is a summary of the important criteria: 

1. Collaboration and networking with other groups: This year we collaborate with the 

Cariology group. 

2. Credentials of the Speaker. We had a well re-known speaker, Dr. Kim Ekstrand from 

Denmark. 

 

 ADEA announced that they are developing a faculty tool kit. Ex: bank of images, etc. This is 

work in progress that can be helpful for all of us. 

 

 Last October, the ADEA section board evaluated our section. Overall the evaluation was 

very good.  We had a good evaluation. They made two suggestions: 

1. Enhance involvement of our members, active participation and meeting attendance 

2. Enhance collaboration ant networking with other groups.  

 



 Dr. Bergeron emphasized that The Newsletter is a good example of engaging our members 

and collaboration with other sections. We are already working in applying these two 

suggestions.   

 

 She also commented that it was Privilege for her to serve as a past year chair, and she was 

fortunate to work with a good group of people which make our work more enjoyable. She 

Thanked Dr. Ana Elashvili for her dynamic work that was very instrumental to get funding 

for the collaborative program with Cariology and Dr. Marcela Hernandez for the initiative on 

the first section Newsletter. Finally she was grateful to Dr. Derek Williams who provided 

continuity as a councilor of for leadership and all duties. 

 

 Opened for questions for Dr. Bergeron.  No questions 

 

Report from our Chair-elect, Dr. Ana Elashvili: 

The main roll for the chair elect is to work in the submission of the program. She thanked the 

section of Cariology, specially to Dr. Margherita Fontana who played and important roll in the 

submission of this year program. 

The deadline to submit the program for funding this year is April 30th. The process of 

submission of the program has two main steps: The 1st step is to apply for funds. The 2nd step is 

the apply to ADEA for acceptance of the program.  The selection of the program for funds does 

not assure that the program will be accepted. 

The process of submission is challenging and there is a lack of communication with ADEA that 

results in misunderstandings.  Dr Elashvili explained that navigating through the ADEA webpage 

for submission of the program was not clear. She also explained that even though ADEA was 

informed that the program submission was made in collaboration with the Cariology and 

Operative Section. ADEA listed the program as the ADEA Sections on Clinic Administrations and 

Operative Dentistry and Biomaterials presented it. They also listed Dr. Eashvili as a presenter of 

the program with Dr. Kim Ekstrand and this information was incorrect. These mistakes were 

made on printed schedule of 2013 ADEA Annual Session. 

Dr. Spomenka Djordjevic asked if Monique was informed about all the problems that occurred in 

the program’s submission process. Dr. Djordjevic also mentioned that ADEA needs to be more 

careful with this details and that is not acceptable that the Cariology group did not get 

recognition for their collaboration in the program this year. Dr. Williams comment that this was 

a very unfortunate omission and definitely the Cariology group should have recognition on the 

process. 



Dr. Elashvili also comment that our speaker for this year Dr. Kim Ekstrand is coming from 

Europe and the amount of money that was approved by COS Fund did not cover all his 

expenses. This is also a limitation to bring a speaker from overseas. 

Dr. Elashvili also commented that the Operative Section will be willing to cover the expenses for 

the air fair that are not covered in the $ 2300 amount that was approved. Dr. Williams 

mentioned that these difficulties were discussed during s the council of section meeting and 

they are looking for ways to help improve the process of submission and get funding.  

Report from CODE Meeting: Dr. Larry Haisch 

Dr. Elashvili thanked you to Dr. Haish for his 15 years of service as a CODE National Director. A 

complete report from the CODE meeting was included in our Newsletter from this year and all 

the members should have received this information. 

Dr. Haish commented that he is excited to pass on the National CODE directorship after 15 

years of service. He expressed that this has been a great experience and he has been blessed 

and benefit from it. He recalled that 15 years ago CODE was struggling and with the support of 

many people and the Operative Dentistry Section, CODE was reunite and revitalized. The 

annual CODE meeting takes place every year in Chicago during the AOD meeting. He 

encouraged the Operative section to publish the new Newsletter in the AOD webpage under 

the AOD-CODE link. The last newsletter was published in 2004. 

Dr. Haish expressed his appreciation to all CODE regional Directors. He mentioned that there 

are 2 attending this meeting, Dr. Richard Lichtenthal and Dr.Gary Holmes. He also mentioned 

that Dr. Kevin Frazier and other CODE regional directors have participated in this forum in 

previous years but they were not able to attend this year. He also mentioned that currently 

there are 2 women serving as regional directors and they are doing a fantastic job. He also 

thanked the support of the Dean of the University of Nebraska, Dr. John Reinhardt, and the 

Chair of the Operative Department, Dr. Henry St. Germain. 

He introduced the new National director of CODE, Dr. Ed DeShepper from great lakes region 

currently in Rosemont University. Dr. Haish expressed that it has been a fantastic time and 

thanked the members attending. 

Sr. Sheppard said that he was Operative educator for 31 year. He thanked the group for your 

consideration for this position.  He said that he has been interested in this organization since 

1987 and is a great challenge to follow Dr. Larry Haish path. He wants to thank Dr. Haish who 

resurrected CODE and introduced him to this organization. He also said that he would do his 

best effort to continue the good job that Larry have done. He thanked the group. 



Secretary election: 

The election for the secretary is Functions for the secretary were reviewed. The election for 

secretary is repeated every year. There were two nominations: 

Dr. Natalia Restrepo Kennedy: from U of Iowa and originally from Colombia. She finished her 

master program at the U of Iowa last year and she stayed working as a visiting professor. She is 

very interested in serving the operative Section as a secretary. 

Dr. Eric Levine: Operative Faculty at the U of Maryland. He has been a member at large of the 

Operative Section during the last year. He has enjoyed coming to meetings and he is looking for 

opportunities to get more involved. 

Nominations from the floor were open prior election. Nomination closed. 

The group elected Erik Lavine as a secretary for next year with 13 votes out of 20. 

Election of Councilor: 

 Duties for councilor were explained.  The councilor can serve for two terms. Each term is three 

years.  

Two nominations: Dr. Cathia Bergeron who just finish her period as a Chair and Dr. Derek 

Williams who has served as a councilor for the past 3 years. 

Dr. Derek Williams was elected with 13 votes out of 20. 

Members at Large 

Dr. Elashvili explained that Members at large are selected every year for a period of three years. 

The By laws don’t define the function of the members at large. The members at large have not 

been active in our organization and their duties are not clear. This year one of our members at 

large was selected as a Secretary.  The other members at large did not attend the meeting. The 

chair-elect asks for the motion to eliminate the position of the Members at large. The group 

approved to discontinue the selection of the members at large. 

Report of the Secretary about next year program: Dr. Marcela Hernandez 

Dr. Hernandez expressed her sincere appreciation to the Cariology section for their support and 
great team work in putting together the successful program for this year.  Dr. Kim Ekstrand was 
invited to be the speaker with the topic of Learning Caries Management Decision-Making 
Through Proper Diagnosis and Risk Assessment . 
 



For the program next year we have some ideas to hopefully continue with collaboration with 
other sections.  Some topics have been discussed with the Cariology section: “Assessing clinical 
decision making through clinical decision making”. This will match nicely the theme for next 
year that is “ the Science of Learning”. This idea will be proposed by Dr. Sandra Guzman-
Armstrong during the Cariology Forum tomorrow as well as to get more ideas. 
 
The Operative group has also proposed the possibility to complement this topic with a panel 

discussion involving what are we are currently teaching in the Dental School curriculum and to 

have representation from the boards. The CODE representatives have expressed their support 

willing to collaborate facilitating the elaboration of a survey. The survey will be send to the 

different schools to know what they are teaching in specific topics of interest in Operative 

Dentistry during the fall semester.  

Request from other Ideas from the group was open. Dr. Hernandez also emphasize that there is 

limited time to put the program together since the deadline for submission a program for 

funding is April 30. A member suggested that if there is no time to submit a program by the 

deadline in April, the Operative section funds can be use to sponsor the program for this 

coming year. Dr. Hernandez agreed that certainly this is a possibility, but efforts will be made to 

submit a program for funding to maintain the Operative funds as much as possible. 

Dr. Williams commented that he has been in contact with members of the Radiology section 

and they are also willing to work in collaboration. Dr. Hernandez asked the members to e-mail 

her suggestions about topics and possible speakers for next year.  

One of the members suggested a topic in Critical thinking about material selection. This topic 

will be considered but also need to match with next year theme, which is  “ the science of 

learning”.   

Dr. Williams said that to help Dr. Levine for the program next year, please start thinking about 

possible topic areas and send them to him. This case, Dr. Levine can start to prepare next year’s 

program in advance. 

Dr. Elashvili thanked all the members for their help, support and attendance. 

A motion to adjourn was proposed and seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 P.M 

Minutes submitted by: 

Dr. Marcela Hernandez,  

Secretary of the Operative and Biomaterials Section 

 

 


