
 

 

	
	

Dear Colleagues:  

The American College of Prosthodontists Education Foundation (ACPEF) launched an initiative to create a comprehensive digital 
dentistry curriculum for pre- and post-doctoral programs. A large group of educators have volunteered as part of the curricular 
development process that began in 2016. The Task Force leading this initiative includes Drs. Stephen Campbell and Lyndon Cooper 
both of the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Dentistry, Dr. Lily Garcia of The University of Iowa College of Dentistry & 
Dental Clinics, and Dr. Carol Lefebvre, Dean of The Dental College of Georgia at Augusta University. The entire digital curriculum 
team is made up of 50 volunteers from 33 institutions.  

The initial months of the initiative, November 2015 – April 2016, were spent creating an outline of the curriculum. From there, an 
initial draft of the Digital Dentistry Curriculum for both pre- and post-doctoral educational programs was created. From November 
2016 – April 2017, the curriculum team worked to develop the curriculum draft, establish extensive core content and develop 
curriculum implementation tactics. The first operational draft of the curriculum was presented and adopted at the ACP Dental 
Educators Conference in April 2017. 

The next phase of the project included recruiting 5 dental schools to pilot the curriculum beginning in the fall of 2017. The purpose of 
the piloting phase is to test the digital dentistry curriculum, and further refine before becoming an available resource to dental schools 
nationwide in 2018. Sixteen schools applied and completed the pilot school assessment. After evaluation of the assessments and 
thorough consideration, 5 schools were selected and paired with a mentor. Currently, each pilot school is in a different stage of 
implementation of the curriculum; however, all have communicated the piloting experience and curriculum has helped further advance 
their adoption of digital dentistry. Below are the schools that are currently piloting the curriculum: 

• A.T. Still University, Arizona School of Dentistry and Oral Health  
• UCLA School of Dentistry 
• Rutgers School of Dental Medicine  
• University of Kentucky College of Dentistry  
• Stony Brook School of Dental Medicine 

Throughout this project, additional content has been created to begin the formation of a resource library to assist dental schools with 
digital curriculum implementation. We have also developed core educational content that includes Powerpoints and other key teaching 
materials (e.g., foundational textbook) in support of the curriculum. Some of the supporting content, along with other digital dentistry 
resources, can be found on the ACP website on the Digital Dentistry Resources page. Availability does not yet include the curriculum 
framework, implementation details, competencies, learning objectives, course details or educational content (Powerpoints and 
Textbook).  

Here is additional information on some of the resources currently available to your institution: 

• The Abstract Compilation Version 3 includes contributions from five contributing journals and their generous editors and 
provides current best evidence from the past 4 years including 162 publications. This compilation provides the current best 
evidence on digital dentistry from the past 4 years. These 162 abstracts cover a broad range of topics that include 
investigations of intraoral and extraoral scanning accuracy, CBCT technology, the CAD/CAM milling of restorations, guided 
implant surgery, complete denture methodologies, removable partial denture techniques, and applications to maxillofacial 
prosthetics. Each abstract is linked to the publishing journal and provides the opportunity to review the most current digital 
technologies available to prosthodontists.  

• An electronic core textbook, Fundamentals of CAD/CAM Dentistry, was donated by Dr. Jonathan Ferencz and Dr. Nelson 
Silva. This text is intended to serve as a companion to the Digital Dentistry Initiative to aid students in their coursework, and, 
at the same time, serve as an introductory guide for the clinician starting his or her digital journey.  This content will be made 
available to the community in the near future. 

• A White Paper that outlines the current impact of digital technology on prosthodontics and dentistry. The Executive 
Summary expounds upon recent advances in dentistry and how they have involved the adoption of digital technologies in all 
forms to improve the quality of care, and patient experiences.  

 

 



 

 

• The Digital Dentistry Glossary of Terms is intended to provide a convenient reference for the many devices, file formats, and 
concepts involved in the use of digital technology in dentistry. It was published as a supplement to the Journal of 
Prosthodontics and is intended to be a reference for the many devices, file formats, and concepts that are   incorporated in the 
use of digital technology in dentistry. 

The digital dentistry curriculum initiative would not be possible without the tremendous efforts of the Task Force, digital curriculum 
team, pilot school mentors, and pilot school leadership and champions. A special thank you to the following individuals for their 
contributions to the digital curriculum initiative: 
 
Fatemeh Afshari, University of Illinois Chicago 
Eva Anadioti, University of Pennsylvania 
Ekaterini Antonellou, Tufts University 
Nadim Baba, Loma Linda University 
Sun-Yung Bak, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Ioana Bettios, Howard University 
Peter Boonsiriphant, University of Iowa 
Matthew Bryington, West Virginia University 
Richard Callan, Dental College of Georgia at Augusta University 
Stephen Campbell, University of Illinois Chicago 
Monica Cayouette, Medical University of South Carolina 
Konstantinos Chochlidakis, University of Rochester 
John Coleman, Dental College of Georgia at Augusta University 
Jerry Cooper, Dental College of Georgia at Augusta University 
Lyndon Cooper, University of Illinois Chicago 
Alan Furness, Dental College of Georgia at Augusta University 
Lily T. Garcia, University of Iowa 
Maria Gonzalez, University of Texas 
Gerald Grant, University of Louisville 
Rand Harlow, University of Illinois Chicago 
Alfredo Hernandez, Case Western Reserve University 
Negar Homayounfar, University of Maryland 
Anastasia Katsavochristou, University at Buffalo 
Robert Kramer, Midwestern University 
Ahmad Kutkut, University of Kentucky 

Sang Lee, Harvard University 
Carol Lefebvre, Dental College of Georgia at Augusta University 
Mark Ludlow, Medical University of South Carolina 
Mohamed Mansour, University of Detroit Mercy 
Patrick Mascarenhas, University of Nevada 
Radi Masri, University of Maryland 
Keith Mays, University of Minnesota 
Darshanjit Pannu, Dental College of Georgia at Augusta University 
Sang Park, Harvard University 
Kamolphob Phasuk, Indiana University 
Soni Prasad, Marquette University 
Walter Renne, Medical University of South Carolina 
Elias Rivera, University of Maryland 
Evan Rosen, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
Michelle Rynn, US Department of Veterans Affairs 
Ramtin Sadid-Zadeh, University at Buffalo 
Ricardo Schwedhelm, University of Washington 
Richard Seals, University of Texas 
Kumar Shah, Universtiy of California, Los Angeles 
Sharon Siegel, Nova Southeastern University 
Erica Teixeira, University of Texas 
Frank Tuminelli, Manhattan Veterans Administration 
Alejandro Urdaneta 
Richard J. Windhorn, University of Kentucky College of Dentistry 
Judy Yuan, University of Illinois Chicago

 
A pilot school mentor group was created to provide support to the five pilot schools. From the digital curriculum team, the 
following individuals were recruited and are serving as mentors to a pilot school. 

• Dr. Fatemeh Afshari, University of Illinois at Chicago 
• Dr. Gerald Grant, University of Louisville 
• Dr. Mark Ludlow, Medical University of South Carolina 
• Dr. Keith Mays, University of Minnesota 
• Dr. Ramtin Sadid-Zadeh, University at Buffalo 

Sincerely, 
 
ACP Digital Dentistry Curriculum Initiative Task Force 

Dr. Stephen Campbell   
Dr. Lyndon Cooper 
Dr. Lily T. Garcia    
Dr. Carol Lefebvre 


