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The Budget Battle Begins 
President Bush submitted his $3.1 trillion budget plan for fiscal year 2009 to Congress yesterday.  
It includes more than $400 billion in deficit spending; significant increases for defense, homeland 
security and veterans; reductions or level funding for most domestic spending; tax cuts; and 
draconian cuts for Medicare and Medicaid. Senator Judd Gregg (NH), the ranking Republican on 
the Senate Budget Committee, called the President’s budget more of “an academic exercise” than 
“a real budget.”  
 
In a budget that reduces spending for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) by 
2.4 percent, there is surprisingly $11 million targeted in the National Health Service Corps 
(NHSC) budget for activities to recruit and retain dentists for services in critical areas.  The 
funding will support 214 loan repayment and scholarship programs.  Unfortunately, the Bush 
budget eliminates all Title VII Health Professions Programs, including Scholarships for 
Disadvantaged Students (SDS), a program that he had minimally funded at $10 million in past 
budgets.  The zeroing out of every Title VII program is particularly disappointing given the fact that 
$11.2 million was awarded for 33 General Dentistry and Pediatric Dentistry (GD/PD) Residency 
Training grants in FY 2007 and $10 million in FY 2008. All the programs will cease to exist unless 
Congress provides funding for them.  They are due to be reauthorized this year which makes 
them particularly vulnerable during the budget and appropriations process. 
 
The Bush budget proposes a meager $1 million increase for the Ryan White CARE Act (RWCA).  
For the seventh consecutive budget cycle the RWCA Dental Reimbursement Program (DRP) will 
essentially be flat funded.  The impact of continued under funding has resulted in two academic 
dental institutions cutting back their HIV/AIDS oral health services.     
 
The President proposes no increase for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) at $29.5 billion and 
a $1 million (0.4 percent) increase over FY 2008 to $391 million for the National Institute of Dental 
and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR).  Obviously, such a minimal increase does not even keep up 
with medical inflation. 
 
The President has again called for major cuts in spending ($200 billion over five years) for the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs which provide health care services to senior, disabled and 
economically distressed populations.   "This administration ought to know that five years' worth of 
Medicare and Medicaid cuts totaling $200 billion are dead on arrival with me and with most of the 
Congress," said Senator Max Baucus (MT), the Democratic chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee. 
 
The President’s budget proposes an increase of $26 million to $2.05 billion for Community Health 
Centers (CHC).  The increase is targeted for expansion of CHC’s in low income areas. 
 
With regard to programs of importance to dental education, dental research and oral health 
President Bush’s budget proposal is abysmal.  The American Dental Education (ADEA) pledges 
to work with its national advocacy partners to defeat this draconian budget proposal and to 
support a FY 2009 appropriations bill that includes meaningful increases for our programs.  
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BUSH FY 2009 BUDGET PLAN 
 

TITLE VII HEALTH PROFESSIONS PROGRAMS FY 2008 FY 2009 
 

Total Primary Care Medicine/Dentistry $47.99          0 
       General and Pediatric Dentistry Training $10 m 0  
 
Total Diversity/Student Assistance $69.7 m 0 

       Centers of Excellence $12.77m 0 
       Health Careers Opportunity Program $9.82 m 0 
       Faculty Loan Repayment Program and Minority Faculty 

Fellowship Program $1.26 m 0 
       Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students $45.8 m 0 
Health Education and Training Centers $28.18 m          0 
Allied Health Special Projects (includes $5 m for Dental 
Health Improvement Act) $8.8 m 0 
Geriatric Programs $31.54 m 0 
 
RYAN WHITE CARE ACT (RWCA)   
Total RWCA $2.167 b $2.168 b 
        Dental Reimbursement Program and 
        Community-based Dental Partnership Programs $13.1 m $13 m 
         AIDS Education and Training Centers $34 m $29 m 
 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH   
Total NIH $28.98 b $29.46 b 
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research $390 m $391 m 
 
OTHER PROGRAMS OF INTEREST   
Centers for Disease Control Oral Health Programs $12.64 m ? 
Agency for Health Research & Quality $335 m $326 m 
National Health Service Corps $123.47 m **$121 m 

 
**Additional $11 million for dental recruitment is a separate line item and not part of the total 
NHSC budget. 
 
Quotable 

"There was that law of life, so cruel and so just,  
that one must grow or else pay more for remaining the same." 

Norman Mailer      
 

The Washington Update is published by the ADEA Center for Public Policy and Advocacy (CPPA) monthly 
when Congress is in session.  Its purpose is to keep ADEA members abreast of Federal issues and events of 

interest to the academic dental and research communities. 
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