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END-OF-YEAR REPORT 
 
Compromise: The Mother’s Milk of Politics 
It is not breaking news to report that the 112th Congress had a very bad year. Writing in the December 18, 
2011 issue of the Washington Post, Mr. Chris Cillizza, author of the political blog “The Fix” and managing 
editor of PostPolitics.com, documented just how underperforming this Congress was: 
 

 An October Washington Post-ABC News poll showed that just 14% of the public approved of the job 
Congress was doing, a lower percentage than before the 1994, 2006, and 2010 elections - all of 
which saw huge seat shifts because of widespread voter dissatisfaction. 
  

 A Gallup poll released in early December showed that three-quarters of the American public believed 
most members of Congress did not deserve re-election. 
 

 A December NBC-Wall Street Journal poll showed that only 1% of people thought this Congress was 
among the “best in years.”   

 
It wasn’t just that elected officials on Capitol Hill didn’t do much this year. It was, as Mr. Cillizza pointed out, 
that Congress didn’t do much in a year where the economy continued to struggle and the fiscal foundations 
of the United States seemed genuinely shaky. What was sorely lacking from lawmakers’ deliberations - and a 
major contributor to their institutional dysfunction - was their ideological unwillingness to compromise. Neither 
Democrats nor Republicans were capable of accepting and acting on the advice Peter Berkowitz (of the 
conservative Hoover Institute) offered to break political logjams: “Weave together imperfectly compatible 
principles and apply them to an evolving and elusive political landscape.”   
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Almost two decades ago during the Clinton health care reform debate, Paul Starr, a nationally recognized 
health care economist, tried to rescue the unfavorable and damaging perception of compromise by 
emphasizing its absolute necessity and potential for resolving differences:  

 
“In some minds the word ‘compromise’ raises the specter of compromised principles and corrupt 
bargains. But in a democracy compromise is not merely unavoidable. It is a source of creative 
invention, sometimes generating solutions that unexpectedly combine seemingly opposed ideas.” 

 
During the first session of the 112th Congress, three examples stand out where the American public 
witnessed Congress’ inability to eschew party and ideological politics and act maturely in the national 
interest. The first was the unseemly and sophomoric debate over approving a budget for the federal 
government. Beclouded with controversial and non-germane social issues and haggling over draconian and 
unrealistic budget cuts to federal agencies and programs proposed by Tea Party advocates in the House of 
Representatives, the American public was little amused or impressed when a “deal” was brokered just 27 
hours before a government shutdown.  
 
The second example which left the public with a bad taste in its mouth was the debate to raise the nation’s 
debt limit. With America’s excellent credit rating in serious jeopardy and default on some of its loans looming 
large, Congress fritted away any possibility of a “grand bargain.” Such a compromise would have solved the 
nation’s long-term fiscal problems but was derailed with political and ideological bickering and posturing. Bill 
McInturff, a well-known Republican pollster, concluded that the debt ceiling fight had led to a “scary erosion” 
in the public’s faith in the government. Despite the fact that Congress did raise the debt ceiling (albeit 
belatedly), Standard & Poor downgraded America’s credit rating for the first time in history. 
 
The final Congressional failure - at least for 2011 -came in the form of a 12-member bipartisan 
“supercommittee” tasked with finding trillions of dollars in federal budget cuts. An imperfect creation of 
previous failed attempts at compromise, the “supercommittee” ultimately failed to reach an agreement for 
several reasons, an outcome that was sadly predictable. In the end, compromise was a stretch too far. In a 
remarkable demonstration of the American public’s lack of confidence in the 112th Congress, a CNN poll 
released a week before the “supercommittee” conceded defeat indicated that almost 8 out of 10 Americans 
were “very” or “somewhat” doubtful that it could find common ground.    
 
ADEA Legislative Initiatives and Grassroots Advocacy in 2011  
ADEA’s 2011 legislative initiatives and grassroots advocacy efforts, approved by the ADEA Board of 
Directors and guided by the ADEA Legislative Advisory Committee (ADEA LAC), were promoted in this 
supercharged political environment - sometimes successfully, sometimes falling short of the mark. Whether 
in a leadership role or in collaboration with dental, oral health, higher education organizations, and other like-
minded strategic partners, ADEA’s advocacy on behalf of dental education, dental research, and the oral 
health of the nation was substantive. ADEA’s efforts included:   
 

 Advocating: 
- Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 appropriations to fund General, Pediatric, and Public Health Dentistry 

Training Programs  
- FY 2012 appropriations to fund biomedical research at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and 

the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR) 
- Retention of in-school interest subsidy on Federal Stafford loans for graduate and professional 

students 
- “Breaking Barriers to Oral Health Care Act of 2011” introduced by Representative Mike Simpson 

(R-ID) 
- Legislation to include dentists and dental facilities in the federal disaster response framework 
 

 Supporting:  
- Inclusion of education related provisions in the Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance 

Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010 



ADEA Washington Update Volume 9, No. 9, December 31, 2011 Page 3 

- Legislation to repeal Department of Education regulations with regard to credit hour and state 
authorization 

- Medicaid EPSDT as standard for the mandated pediatric oral health benefit in state insurance 
exchanges  

 

 Opposing:  
- Elimination of the Division of Oral Health in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
- Budget cuts to the Medicare Graduate Medical Education (GME) program as part of deficit 

reduction  
- Proposed budget cuts in critical oral health programs, agencies, and research as contained in a 

House-passed Continuing Resolution  
- Proposal to block a grant the Medicaid program 
- Regulations issued by the Department of Education creating a federal definition of a credit hour 
- Budget cuts to historically black colleges and universities, predominantly black institutions, 

Hispanic serving institutions, tribal colleges and universities, and other minority serving institutions  
 

 Urging: 
- Deficit Reduction Committee (Super Committee) not to cut Title VII Health Professions Programs, 

Medicaid, biomedical research at NIH and NIDCR, and postgraduate medical and dental 
residency programs (Medicare GME) 

- Congressional Tri-Caucus to advocate for funding for training in diversity programs  
- Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to define the Essential Health Benefits package 
- United States Mission to the United Nations to advance the recommendations of the Oral Health: 

Action Plan for Promotion and Integrated Disease Prevention report  
- HHS to issue a public statement supporting community water fluoridation  

      

 Advising:  
- Institute of Medicine (IOM) Committee on Oral Health Initiative with regard to the status of 

graduates’ training, education, and experience prior to entering oral health workforce 
- IOM Committee on Oral Health Access to Services with regard to building workforce capacity, 

attracting minority students to oral health careers, improving patient care, rebuilding public health 
infrastructure, and promoting quality and effectiveness 
 

 Commenting: 
- HHS Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Human Subjects Research Protections 
- HHS Final Rule on Investigator Financial Conflicts of Interest 

 

 Conducting: 
- Advocacy Workshop at University of Michigan School of Dentistry 
- Advocacy Workshop for the University of Michigan School of Dentistry Scholars Program in 

Dental Leadership 
- Advocacy Workshop at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine 
- Advocacy Workshop at Louisiana State University School of Dentistry 
- Advocacy Workshop at Marquette University School of Dentistry 
- Advocacy Workshop at Nova Southeastern University College of Dental Medicine 

ADEA Advocacy: Work Worth Doing 
Reflecting on this year’s challenging political climate and the limited progress of legislative proposals and 
regulations of importance to academic dentistry, the ADEA Center for Public Policy and Advocacy (ADEA 
CPPA) remains motivated by the uplifting words of President Teddy Roosevelt: “Far and away the best 
prize that life offers is the chance to work hard at work worth doing.” Advocacy on behalf of dental 
education, dental research, and the nation’s oral health is undoubtedly worth doing whether the political 
environment is ripe with opportunity or unreceptive. 
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Quotable 
“Joint undertakings stand a better chance when they benefit both sides.”  

Euripides 
 

 
The ADEA Washington Update is published by the ADEA Center for Public Policy and Advocacy (ADEA CPPA) 
monthly when Congress is in session. Its purpose is to keep ADEA members abreast of federal issues and 
events of interest to the academic dental and research communities. 
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