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The Elusive Search for Bipartisan Agreement  
As Congress continues to struggle to find a bipartisan approach to increasing the legal limit on government 
borrowing, which now stands at $14.3 trillion, President Barack Obama and House Speaker John Boehner 
(R-OH) are exploring ways to reduce annual budget deficits and tame burgeoning entitlement spending. 
Each political party has drawn a line in the sand that, if adhered to, could doom any bipartisan agreement. 
Democrats have vowed to oppose cuts to the Social Security and Medicare programs, while Republicans 
have banded together to oppose efforts to raise tax rates or overall federal tax collections. Entitlement reform 
could include adjusting the measure of inflation used to determine Social Security payouts and “means 
testing” Medicare. Revenue enhancement proposals could signal the end to tax breaks for corporations, 
hedge-fund managers, and owners of corporate jets. Without an agreement Congress will be unable to raise 
the debt ceiling by August 2, forcing the United States to default on its obligations for the first time in history.   
 
Reports in the national press have suggested that President Obama is willing to discuss entitlement reform if 
Republicans agree to support new tax revenues. Even if the President and Speaker can reach some 
agreement, there is no guarantee that rank-and-file Democrats and Republicans in Congress would back 
their leaders. Entitlement reform and taxes loom as the biggest sticking points in the current negotiations. 
After weeks of partisan bickering over their dueling approaches to cutting the deficit, both sides now appear 
to be trying to create a more positive atmosphere in which to continue the search for bipartisan agreement.  
 
Advocating for Title VII Health Profession Programs Appropriations 
Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) and 20 Democrats sent a “Dear Colleague” letter to Senate Labor, Health and 
Human Services Education Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Tom Harkin (D-IA) and Ranking Member 
Richard Shelby (R-AL) in support of the President’s FY 2012 budget request for the Title VII Health 
Professions Programs. The letter urges Senators Harkin and Shelby to “make the nation’s health care 
workforce a priority” and highlights how funding for the health care workforce improves patient care, fosters 
job creation, and grows the economy. A similar effort was led by Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO) in 
the House. Representative DeGette was joined by 54 Democrats.  
  
The President’s budget requests $449.5 million for Title VII in FY 2012. The request includes increases for 
primary care medicine, geriatrics, public health and preventive medicine, and workforce information and 
analysis programs. In FY 2011 these Title VII programs received $272.5 million ($18.5 million increase over 
FY 2010). Additionally, a bipartisan group of 41 Senators joined together on a “Dear Colleague” letter urging 
Senate Appropriations leadership to maintain a strong commitment to funding of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH). Organized by Senators Bob Casey (D-PA) and Richard Burr (R-NC), the letter was sent to 
the chairs and ranking members of the full Appropriations Committee. 
 

READERS’ SURVEY 
 

YOUR RESPONSE IS ENCOURAGED 
 
The ADEA Washington Update was first published on September 3, 2002. Its purpose is to keep ADEA 
members abreast of federal issues and events of interest to the academic dental and research communities.  
 
We are inviting our readership to take a short survey with regard to the newsletter’s content and format as we 
look to update it in a manner that best conforms to the reading preferences and habits of our members.  
 
To take the survey before the July 22 deadline, go to 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ADEA_Washington_Update.  
 
You may take it only once. Thank you for your input and support for the ADEA Washington Update. 
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Balanced Budget Amendment 
The House Judiciary Committee has approved a resolution (H.J.Res.1) proposing a balanced budget 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  
 
The committee also adopted two amendments: the first by Representative Jim Jordan (R-OH), requiring a 
two-thirds vote in both the House and Senate to increase taxes; the second by Representative Louie 
Gohmert (R-TX), capping federal spending at 18 percent of gross domestic product (GDP). The two 
amendments align with the Senate version, S.J.Res.10, which is co-sponsored by all 47 GOP Senators.  
 
Conversely, the committee rejected amendments offered by Democrat Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX). One 
would have required a three-fifths majority vote in each chamber to limit funding for or to privatize Social 
Security or Medicare. The other would have required a three-fifths majority vote in each chamber to limit 
funding for Medicaid. Representative Jordan, Chair of the Republican Study Committee, has said he hopes 
any floor votes would be delayed until late July or early August to give him time to line up more supporters. 
Even if the Senate passes the resolution, which appears unlikely, it must be ratified by three-fourths of the 
state legislatures. 
 
ADEA/Tufts Student Legislative Internship 
Mr. Zachary Levin, D-2 at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, is the ADEA/Tufts Student Legislative 
Intern. He received his B.S. in Neuroscience from Tulane University in 2008 and his M.A. in Medical Science 
from Boston University School of Medicine in 2010. Zachary currently serves on the Tufts ASDA Executive 
Board as a Legislative Liaison. He participated in National Dental Student Lobby Day 2011 and was a 
Student Delegate at the Massachusetts Dental Society House of Delegates Annual Session in May. As an 
ADEA/Tufts Student Legislative Intern, Zachary will have the opportunity to learn about public policy and how 
to navigate the Washington political arena, integrating those experiences within the framework of academic 
dentistry. “ADEA is at the forefront of academic advocacy and I look forward to utilizing the resources 
available in Washington to become more effective in advocating for dental education as a student and in the 
future as a dental professional,” said Zachary.  
 
During his six-week internship, Mr. Levin will be a member of the ADEA Center for Public Policy and 
Advocacy (ADEA CPPA) and participate in congressional meetings on Capitol Hill, coalition meetings, and 
policy discussions among ADEA CPPA staff. 
 
MACPAC 
The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) released its second report to 
Congress. The report provides an extensive overview of Medicaid managed care plans, focusing on payment 
policies, quality, access, and national- and state-level statistics on managed care enrollees. 
 
Authorized by the Affordable Care Act (P.L. 111-148), MACPAC is charged with assessing adult services in 
Medicaid, payments for dental services, and determining a process for updating payments to dental health 
professionals. Dr. Burton L. Edelstein, Columbia University College of Dental Medicine, is the only dentist 
on the Commission. 
 
The report also indicates that the percentage of Medicaid enrollees in managed care has increased rapidly 
over the last 16 years, a trend likely to continue over the next decade. States increasingly are looking to 
managed care plans to help alleviate the expenses of high-cost enrollees, including dual-eligibles and those 
on disability. In addition, the Affordable Care Act requires states to expand coverage to childless adults, 
nonelderly parents, and those on disability with incomes up to 138 percent of the poverty level by 2014. 
Many of these newly enrolled individuals likely will be covered by a managed care plan.  
 
The full report, press release, fact sheets, and MACStats are available on MACPAC’s website. MACPAC’s 
next meeting is scheduled for Sept. 22 and 23, 2011. 
 
 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hjres1ih/pdf/BILLS-112hjres1ih.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112sjres10is/pdf/BILLS-112sjres10is.pdf
http://www.macpac.gov/reports
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-111publ148/pdf/PLAW-111publ148.pdf
http://www.macpac.gov/
http://www.macpac.gov/home/meetings
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ADEA Opposes Proposed Elimination of the In-School Interest Subsidy 
ADEA joined other higher education organizations in expressing its opposition to the proposed elimination of 
the in-school interest subsidy on federal Stafford loans for graduate and professional students. A coalition 
letter was sent to the Chair and Ranking Members of the Senate Health Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee and the House Education and Workforce Committee, advising members of the position taken by 
the higher education community.  
 
The proposal originated first originated in President Barack Obama’s FY 2012 Budget Request for the 
United States Department of Education. Additionally, it has been named as a provision in the deficit reduction 
plan currently under consideration by Vice President Joe Biden and his ad hoc bipartisan congressional 
group. The letter acknowledged the need to address the deficit problem in this country, pointing out that it 
was ill-advised to make things financially difficult for talented and needy students to obtain advanced 
degrees. This is especially true now, when the country must compete in a global economy that demands 
advanced training.  
 
Furthermore, the letter pointed out that eliminating the in-school interest subsidy would add another layer of 
financial burden to graduate students already faced with paying double the interest undergraduates pay as of 
July 1, 2011. In its letter to members of the congressional committees, the coalition asked that the in-school 
interest subsidy be preserved to ensure a steady flow of graduate and professional students and greater 
access to advanced education for disadvantaged students who already carry a disproportional amount of 
financial aid debt. 
 
ADEA will continue to collaborate with other higher education organizations against the removal of the in-
school interest subsidy. 
 
More Gainful Employment Regulations  
On June 2, 2011, the United States Department of Education (ED) released the third part of Title IV student 
loan regulations, entitled Program Integrity: Gainful Employment—Debt Measures. The regulations’ goal is to 
identify programs that fail to provide students with the skills necessary to earn enough income to support 
themselves and repay their student loans. This third part of the “Gainful Employment” rule focuses on the 
student’s debt-to-income ratio and the program’s total student loan repayment rate.  
 
The rule states that for each program to remain eligible for federal financial aid, it must meet at least one of 
three benchmarks: a federal student loan repayment rate of at least 35 percent, a debt-to-income ratio of less 
than 12 percent, or a debt-to-discretionary-income ratio of less than 30 percent. If a program does not pass 
at least one of these tests, it will be subject to restrictions and the possible ineligibility of students to receive 
Title IV student loans to attend the program. These calculations referred to as “Debt Measures” will be 
provided by the ED to the programs. The Department of Education will provide initial data to programs 
starting in early FY 2012 and programs will have an opportunity to challenge the data. Once the data is 
finalized, programs will be required to disclose the information on its websites. 
 
The “Gainful Employment” requirements will apply to certificate programs at all levels where students are 
eligible for Title IV federal financial aid, including allied dental certificate programs and advanced dental 
certificate programs. Since there are many variations in the structure of dental certificate programs, it is 
advised that each program consult with the institution’s administration and legal counsel to determine the 
applicability of the Gainful Employment regulations to it. ADEA will continue to engage Congress and the 
department on the applicability of the Gainful Employment Rule to ADEA member institutions and programs. 
 
Committee Repeals New Department of Education Regulations 
On June 15, 2011, the House Education and Workforce Committee voted to advance legislation that would 
repeal two regulations that the Department of Education established in October 2010: the federal definition of 
a credit hour and state authorization. The bill, H.R. 2117, the Protecting Academic Freedom in Higher 
Education Act, was introduced by Chair of the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training 
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Virginia Fox (R-NC) and would specifically repeal the two provisions that are now in the Code of Federal 
Regulations.  
 
ADEA supports the legislation. Previously, ADEA had written to the Department of Education, along with 
other education associations, expressing concerns about the federal definition of a credit hour and state 
authorization. The letter stated that “the regulation opens the door to inappropriate federal interference in 
core academic freedom.” Additionally, the letter said that the state authorization regulation is an intrusion and 
that state procedures had functioned affectively for decades. The legislation passed with a majority bipartisan 
vote out of the committee, with four Democrats voting with all Republicans. Although the legislation is 
expected to be voted on favorably in the House of Representatives, the Senate is not expected to debate it.  
 

Funding Opportunities 
 

You must use www.grants.gov to apply for a federal grant. The registration process can take up to one 
month. Assistance is available from the www.grants.gov help desk at support@grants.gov or 800-518-4726. 
To successfully register, it is necessary to do all the following: 

 

 Obtain an organizational Data Universal Number System (DUNS) number 

 Register the organization with Central Contractor Registry (CCR) 

 Identify the organization’s E-Business Point of Contact (POC) 

 Confirm the organization’s CCR “Marketing Partner ID Number” (M-PIN) password 

 Register an Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) 
 

National Institutes of Health 
 

 Point-of-Care Technologies Research Network (U54), RFA-EB-11-002, National Institutes of 
Health, http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-EB-11-002.html  
 

 Advancing HIV Prevention through Transformative Behavioral and Social Science Research 
(R01), RFA-MH-12-080, National Institutes of Health, http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-
MH-12-080.html  
 

 Cooperative Study Group for Autoimmune Disease Prevention (U01), RFA-AI-11-034, National 
Institutes of Health, http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AI-11-034.html  
 

 Spatial Uncertainty: Data, Modeling, and Communication (R03), PA-11-240, National Institutes of 
Health, http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-11-240.html  
 

 Cooperative Study Group for Autoimmune Disease Prevention (U01), RFA-AI-11-034, National 
Institutes of Health, http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AI-11-034.html  
 

 Innovation for HIV Vaccine Discovery (R01), RFA-AI-11-018, National Institutes of Health, 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AI-11-018.html  
 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 

 Innovative Social Media Strategies to Reach Open to Smoking Youth, CDC-RFA-DP11-1105. 
This grant will award $2 million during its first year, from September 30, 2011 through September 29, 
2012. Its purpose is to identify and counter pro-tobacco messages and related online youth influences 
by creating and implementing innovative social media strategies. Application deadline: July 25, 2011. 
For full announcement, please see: 
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=zwDJTLvchqjj4x8pTydxDGJk5cQmppL998GJCjm
DnT0Tn946rF4H!957673825?oppId=101353&mode=VIEW. 

http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/
mailto:support@grants.gov
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-EB-11-002.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-MH-12-080.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-MH-12-080.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AI-11-034.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-11-240.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AI-11-034.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AI-11-018.html
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=zwDJTLvchqjj4x8pTydxDGJk5cQmppL998GJCjmDnT0Tn946rF4H!957673825?oppId=101353&mode=VIEW
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=zwDJTLvchqjj4x8pTydxDGJk5cQmppL998GJCjmDnT0Tn946rF4H!957673825?oppId=101353&mode=VIEW
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 Promoting Health Policy and Disease Prevention, CDC-RFA-CD11-1102. The purpose of the 
program is to create, evaluate, test, and otherwise inform health policy development that will aid CDC 
in creating and advancing health policies that positively affect health at the population level. 
Application deadline: August 1, 2011. For full announcement, please see: 
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=h6JrTLvZJxy3zMYvVGpNhvvqHNJRMqVQhsk
qDs0fJph6xsbxthbt!746851664?oppId=99795&mode=VIEW. 

 
Administration for Children and Families 

 

 University Partnership Research Grants for the Health Profession Opportunity Grants (HPOG) 
Program under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), HHS-2011-ACF-OPRE-PH-0145. These funds are 
being made available to support new research and evaluation under the Health Professions 
Opportunity Grants (HPOG) program. The grants are intended to support research to inform and 
improve HPOG program performance and policy decisions and solutions, particularly for underserved 
populations. Application deadline: Aug 05, 2011. For full announcement, please see: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/foa/view/HHS-2011-ACF-OPRE-PH-0145. 

Items of Note 

 School-Based Comprehensive Oral Health Services Grant Program. Dental schools are not 
eligible to apply, but a description of the grant is provided for review. The purpose of this grant 
program is to demonstrate the successful integration of comprehensive oral health care into an 
existing SBHC focused primarily on early childhood and elementary/middle school-aged children of 
greatest need to assure the delivery of quality oral health education and preventive and restorative 
services. By augmenting an existing school-based health care delivery system with culturally 
competent, comprehensive, quality oral health care and education, the funded MCHB SBCOHS 
projects will demonstrate effective ways to strengthen existing school-based health center capacity to 
respond to the oral health needs of young people and increase access to dental health education and 
services for underserved, high-risk populations, including children and youth enrolled in Medicaid and 
the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP). For full announcement, please see 
https://grants.hrsa.gov/webExternal/SFO.asp?ID=513FD7F0-C025-48E0-B6EC-AAFEFD528AA7. 

Quotable 
“Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance to work hard at work worth doing.”  

President Theodore Roosevelt. 
 

The ADEA Washington Update is published by the ADEA Center for Public Policy and Advocacy (ADEA CPPA) monthly 
when Congress is in session. Its purpose is to keep ADEA members abreast of federal issues and events of interest to the 
academic dental and research communities. 
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