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A.  Section Activities 
 

1. The Section supports and actively used the Academic Dean’s list serve. 
2. Meetings/Programs – 

a. ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition – We had no Section program at this year’s 
annual session 

b. Regional Meetings – None 
c. National Meetings – We developed programming for an Academic Dean’s 

meeting in conjunction with the ADEA Fall 2009 Interim Meeting held in Dallas, 
Oct 21-24, 2009.  The theme of the Fall Interim Meeting was “Converge, 
Connect, Create.”  The subject of the Academic Dean’s Interim meeting was 
"Legal Issues Facing Institutions" with Cheryl Cameron, Vice Provost for the 
University of Washington, as a guest speaker.  The meeting was very well 
received by the Academic Deans.  We are also planning an Academic Deans 
meeting to coincide with the ADEA Fall 2010 Interim Meeting.  The Program for 
the Academic Deans will include focused presentations most of the day Thursday 
with participation in the larger group sessions on Friday.  The agenda for the 
Thursday’s focuses sessions will include presentations and discussion on 
Strategic Planning and Outcomes Assessment, Ethics and The State of the 
Applicant Pool for Dentistry and Health Care Professions with open time for 
discussion of topics of interest.  The Academic Deans will also join in the 
Keynote Plenary at the end of the day Thursday as well as participate in Plenary 
and break out sessions on Friday throughout the day with the other groups 
attending.   Those who can stay until Saturday will be welcome to participate in 
the half day program scheduled for Saturday morning. 

3. Newsletter (either electronic or print) - None 
4. Project Pool Submission - None 

 
Membership and Attendance 
In this section, report the following information. 

 
1. Total membership for the section/SIG as of past ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition - 

802 
 

2. Total attendance at the past section/SIG Program and Members’ Forum -  36          
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Meeting Minutes 
 

Members’ Forum 
2010 ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition 

Gaylord National Hotel, National Harbor, MD 
 

1. Called to order by Chair Leslie Roeder at 3:00 PM on Tuesday, March 1, 2010. 
2. Council of Section meeting report 

a. Comments on predoctoral accreditation standards should be sent directly to Dr. 
Lily Garcia, Phone: 210-567-6420 
Email: garcialt@uthscsa.edu 

b. ADEA Project pool has $28,000 to be applied for and distributed to section 
applicants.  Deadlines are in February and November.  

       
 
The ADEA Council of Sections Project fund was created through levees of the sections.    The 
combined residual budgets of programs are $160,000 which has not been spent making it is 
difficult to get outside sponsors.  The thought is to put the funds into an interest bearing account 
and have the interest available to support section activities.  We were asked to get consensus 
agreement for this proposal and then assist in developing a task force.  The group agreed with 
this plan and the officers will follow up. 
 
The Foundational Knowledge Task Force document has been sent out to the list serv.  
Comments were submitted to ADEA in May.  An ADA task force has been appointed to look at 
workforce issues in dentistry stemming from the IOM report.  ADEA has two representatives. 
   
ADA has requested an alternate examination for postgraduate admissions.  There is no funding 
available for this undertaking at this time. 
 
The Fall Interim meeting will be held at the Westin New Orleans Thursday October 28 – 
Saturday October 30, 2010.  A program will be planned and time reserved for open discussion 
and problem solving for members of the section. 
 
The next ADEA annual session will be held in San Diego, CA, March 12-16, 2011.  
Interprofessional Education is the theme for 2011 meeting..  Officers will identify programming 
and make sure our ideas do not overlap with other sections.  Ideas will be solicited on the 
listserv.  Current ideas from other sections are: Preadmissions issues, continuum through dental 
education, externships 
 
Election of Officers 
Nominated for Councilor - Pam Overman  
Nominated for Secretary - Brad Potter  
Nominations from floor – none 
Pam Overman and Brad Potter were elected by acclamation. 
 
Chair Leslie Roeder was thanked for her service.  
Councilor Marilyn Lantz was thanked for her service. 
 
Presentation:  National Board Issues – Guests Dr. Laura Neumann and Dr. Gene Kramer 

1. Dr. Neumann – thanked us for opportunity to discuss the issues of concern and  
presented the following facts: 

 
i. ADEA has three members on Joint Commission on National Board 

Examinations; the Commission meets in spring so the educators’ voice 
will be heard. 
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ii. Scoring is the business of the Committee on Research and Development; 
Drs. Neumann and Kramer prepare data for the Commission.  Trend data 
(and much more) is published in the Technical Report on ADA.org.  The 
currently available report is dated 2008.  The report for 2009 is in draft 
form and not published yet.  The link to the pdf is on the right side of this 
page http://www.ada.org/prof/ed/testing/nbde02/index.asp. 

 
2. Discussion with Dr. Neumann: 

 
a. Is it fair to say this is a statistical aberration and not the result of error?  

Response:  Standard setting is good practice because test results will vary over 
time, pass scores gradually drift.  Nothing intentional was done, but sum of the 
changes last year plus standard setting could have caused this. 
 

b. Is there a way to go back and readjust cut line for passing score?  Response:  
Technically yes, should we retroactively change scores?  No, other licensing 
decisions have been made, not just our students.  Staff are willing to look for 
errors, do another standard setting process with more experts including some 
from our group. 

 
c. What should we be telling our students?   We don’t understand why this has 

happened.  Hard to face that we made admissions mistakes four years ago and 
our students are at fault.  Response:  Dr. Neumann does not have the answer to 
why, but students should be told to retest immediately.  Everyone is puzzled and 
concerned.  There may be a statistical glitch but there are situations that have 
occurred like this in the past. For example, dental hygiene exam had 5 -7% fail 
rate, and started to drop down.  Standard scores were going up.  So the standard 
was reset and the fail rate went back to 5 to 7%.  We always expect drift which is 
the rationale for resetting standards. 

 
d. Can faculty review the exams? Response:  Reviewing questions on exam is no 

longer permitted because faculty were giving questions to students.  Security is a 
huge issue and ADA is constantly tightening efforts. 

 
e. Are the psychometrics sound? Response:  There are no questions regarding 

psychometrics, in this instance circumstances probably lined up and merged 
together to create this. 

 
f. We look at scores on academic year so these scores reflect some test takers 

who graduated in 2009 and some who will graduate in 2010.  Is it possible for 
reporting to coincide with academic calendar? Response:  We will look into it. 

 
g. Questions used to be thrown out if they were outdated.  Technical laboratory 

procedures and some pharmacology questions are asked that are no longer 
relevant.  Dental education is changing and test constructors may not grasp what 
all is being taught.  It was requested that the Commission look at content experts 
and consider if they are reflecting what the competent general dentist just 
graduating should be expected to know.  Response:  You have a commissioner 
in this section, Dr. Andrew Spielman, and the commission is meeting this spring.  
He should carry our concerns to the Commission.  Also, content is determined by 
practice analysis, surveys of practitioners, and results are evaluated by 
educators and content experts who sort through all that. It is also important to 
note that the examination is moving away from recall type questions to more 
difficult cognitive questions. 
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h. Students use the Dental Decks and rely on them, is that reasonable? Response:  
Dental Decks may not be good prep tools, and this might be one more thing that 
contributed to this exam performance change.  Information on the Dental Decks 
could well be out-of-date due to increased security with exam. 

 
i. Concerns expressed about regional differences and multiple opinions about what 

is the best answer.  Response:  ADA looks at accuracy and consistency regularly 
to safeguard against those eventualities.  Balancing multiple versions of exam is 
possibly a significant factor in this issue too. 

 
 

Additional Comments or Suggestions to the ADEA Council of Sections Administrative 
Board - None 
    


