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SIG Activities 
Activities and Projects 2009-2010 
 
Jill Loewen, Sara Gordon and Jack Windsor volunteered to chair TFI SIG and Joan Davis 
agreed to serve as Special Advisor. After a period of low activity in past years, their efforts were 
to revitalize this valuable SIG. The group was committed to enhance effectiveness and increase 
growth of TFI. A welcome email letter was sent to the members on the listserv. TFI received 20 
enthusiatic responses to the welcome email, including that of Lewis Lampiris, DDS, MPH, ADA 
Council on Access, Prevention, and Interprofessional Relations. Dr. Lampiris stated that the 
ADA is “very focused” on the Tobacco-Free issue. Regular email communication was sent 
through the SIG listserv. We are very encouraged that the TFI SIG can be an important and 
viable group. 
 

A. Four business meetings were held via Skype: 11-6-09. 1-15-10, 1-29-10, and 2-15-10.  
 

As of December 2009: 
$446 in funds 

 
B. We are aware of three tobacco dependency education related surveys that were sent 

2009-2010: 
1. Academic Deans(ADEA listserv) June 2009 
2. University of Pittsburgh September 2009 
3. West Virginia University December 2009 
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C. A section program was planned and presented at ADEA AS 2010 in Washington DC:  
March 1, 2010: Combined section program with Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology, 
Community and Preventative Dentistry, and Tobacco Free Initiatives SIG. 
Tobacco Dependence Education: Are We Ready for Change? 
Presented by Jill Loewen(TFI), Sara Gordon(OMP), Brenda Heaton(CPD), Joan 
Davis(TFI) 
1. A survey was administered that would provide the basis for the section program to 

members of all three participating groups in December 2009. 
2.  Consensus recommendations were created through the development of the 

program: 
 
Consensus #1 
As dental educators and as clinicians, our Tobacco Free efforts should be termed “Tobacco 

Dependence Education (TDE)”, and should include both prevention and treatment.  
 
Consensus #2 
Tobacco Dependence Education (TDE) should be a consistent part of Comprehensive Care 

for all patients, and should be included in the preventive phase of all treatment plans for 
all patients.  

 
Consensus #3 
Tobacco Dependence Education (TDE) is a standard of care for all dental providers, and all 

graduating clinicians should demonstrate competency.  
 
Consensus #4 
Graduating dental assistants, dental hygienists, and dentists should be competent at       

providing at least a moderate level of intervention in Tobacco Dependence Education 
(TDE) using a team approach. 

 
Definitions: 

Brief (Ask Advise Refer)  
Moderate (5 As, MI, 5 Rs, Rx (recommend or prescribe as permitted by law), follow-up) 
Intensive (multiple sessions may be offered by trained individuals 

 
D. A logo was created to promote the importance of tobacco dependency education in 

dental programs: 
 

 
 

 
E. The leadership team worked on the Foundation Knowledge document and submitted 

recommendations. 

Tobacco use is a well-established risk factor for a variety of oral diseases from cancer to 
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periodontitis. We are passionate about teaching our students to help patients become 
tobacco-free, and about decreasing the devastation of oral cancer. 
However, the role of the dental team is not clearly established. The updated 
Competencies for the New Dentist pose the challenge to establish a protocol for tobacco 
dependence education. 

 

F. Electronic Newsletter December 2009 

 
Membership and Attendance 
In this section, report the following information. 

 
1. Total membership for the section/SIG as of past ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition:  

a. 1033 members 
b. 620 on listserv 

 
2. Total attendance at the past section/SIG Program and Members’ Forum: March 2, 2010 

17 attendees 
         

Meeting Minutes  
Tobacco-Free Initiatives SIG meeting at the 2010 ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition March 2, 
2010 
 
 The meeting was called to order by Jill Loewen.  
 Present: Jill Loewen, Joan Davis, Sara Gordon, Jack Windsor, Brenda Heaton, Jean 

O’Donnell, Deanne Schuman, Denis Lynch, Rich Crout, Anne Koerber, Lorie Coan, Laura 
Romito, Margie Arnett, Peggy Maillet, Cara Tax, Nancy Neish, Allen Outsuka (SIG liaison to 
Council of Sections).  

 After brief introductions of each attendee, Jill thanked Joan Davis, Jack Windsor and Sara 
Gordon for their work with the TFI the past year including the collaboration with other 
sections to develop the program for this meeting.  

 A motion was made to approve the 2009 meeting minutes; the motion was seconded and 
minutes were approved by hand vote.   

 Jill stated that although the only position required for TFI is Chair, if we want to move in the 
direction of becoming a Section, it would be helpful to have a Chair-Elect, and Secretary as 
well. She requested nominations from the floor. Jack Windsor nominated Joan Davis for 
Chair, Sara Gordon nominated Jill Loewen as Chair-Elect, Jack Windsor nominated Laura 
Romito for Secretary and Sara Gordon nominated Othman Shibly for Secretary.  Results of 
hand voting were as follows: Chair-Joan Davis, Chair Elect- Jill Loewen, and Secretary- 
Laura Romito.  

 Jill asked for volunteers to form a Steering Committee. The following individuals expressed 
interest: Brenda Heaton, Sara Gordon, Jack Windsor, Margie Arnette,  Rich Crout   and 
Kara Tax. Although Othman Shibly could not be present, it was suggested he would desire 
to join this committee and should be contacted to confirm his participation. 

 Chair’s Report. Jill conveyed the communication and business of 2009 via 4 formal meetings 
using Skype. Joan designed and sent letters and a survey and Sara designed responses. 
Reporting on the section program, Sara stated that 23 people came with consensus 
questions. She reviewed the 4 consensus statements [1. Tobacco Dependence Education 
(TDE) is the term we should all use for consistency 2. TDE should be a consistent part of 
comprehensive care for all patients and should be included in the preventive phase of all 
treatment plans for all patients 3. TDE is a standard of care for all dental providers and all 
graduating clinicians should demonstrate competency, and 4. Graduating dental assistants, 
dental hygienists, and dentists should be competent in at least a moderate level of 
intervention in TDE using a team approach, considering the following definitions: a).Brief: 
ask, advise, refer; b.) Moderate: 5As, MI, 5Rs, Rx, Follow-up; c). Intensive : multiple 
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sessions may be offered by trained individuals].  Sara further discussed the TFI design for 
buttons and their production. 

 List Serve access: it was discussed how an interested person can access the list serve from 
the ADEA website and the fact that it is not obvious to locate and if a person wishes to be on 
the listserv they have to check a box indicating such. It was suggested that the box should 
be an “opt out” box, rather than an “opt in” box.  Members: 1033 people, list serve 620 
people. 

 Foundation Knowledge: It was discussed that tobacco dependence education should be 
explicit in the foundation knowledge document. 

 A brief discussion occurred about funding for program pool. Joan stated the TFI has 
$446.00  

 New Business 
o Discussion of 2011 program (need to decide by June 1) ideas: Lorie Coan said the 

DH Section program would be about MI and that we might be a part of that. [Kim 
Bray, UMKC, is DH Section Chair contact].  Jack Windsor made a motion which was 
seconded that we join with DH for next year’s program. Anne suggested we need our 
own program and Joan proposed a program on the dental team in tobacco 
treatment. Rich added that the Periodontics section may co-sponsor a program with 
us. There was some discussion as to whether collaboration would include different 
disciplines in oral health or dentistry with other fields (pharmacology, medicine etc.) 
and which angle our program should pursue. Ultimately it was decided that our 
program might involve a snapshot of an ideal clinical model for dental school clinics 
in TD treatment.    It would involve community dentistry, behavioral experts, 
periodontics, pharmacology and pathology.  

 Announcements: Joan announced that there were several handouts for members. It was 
also announced that a session for new officers would be held this afternoon and newly 
elected individuals were encouraged to attend.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Laura Romito 
(IUSD) 
 
Additional Comments or Suggestions to the ADEA Council of Sections Administrative 
Board 
 
 A collaborative section program is being planned for 2011 and a proposal has been 

submitted 
 During the ADEA AS TFI SIG business meeting, a special advisory committee was formed, 

to assist in planned growth and development: 
 

ADEA TFI SIG Task Advisory Committee 2010-2011 
Margie Arnett 
Loma Linda University 
School of Dentistry 
marnett@llu.edu 
 
Sharon M Compton, RDH, BSc, MA (Ed), PhD  
University of Alberta  
Department of Dentistry  
Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry  
scompton@ualberta.ca 
 
Rich Crout 
West Virginia University 
School of Dentistry 
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rcrout@hsc.wvu.edu 
 
Sara Gordon DDS MSc FRCDC 
Department of Oral Medicine and Diagnostic Sciences 
University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Dentistry 
gordonsa@uic.edu 
 
Brenda Heaton 
Boston University 
brenda9@bu.edu 
 
Peggy Maillet 
Dalhousie 
peggy.janice.maillet@dal.ca 
 
Nancy Neish 
Dalhousie 
nancy.neish@dal.ca 
 
Cara Tax 
Dalhousie 
cara.tax@dal.ca 

  
Short-Term Goals  

(1-6 mo) 

  
Mid-Term Goals  

(6 mo-1 yr) 

  
Long-Term Goals  

(1 yr-5 yrs) 

Task Advisory Committee: invite 
two members to sign up for list-
serv 

Booth at Annual Session/San 
Diego 

Become a Section 

Summer, Fall, and Winter  
Newsletter 

Presentation/Program at 
Annual Session 

Increase and maintain active 
membership 

Every other month: Officer 
Skype meeting 

Make ADEA TFI SIG logo 
buttons for Annual Session-
budget for $500.00 

  

Set-up Facebook page     

Submit the presentation 
abstract/joint section program 
proposal 
 

    

 
 
   


