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Section/SIG Activities 
 
 
The SIG sponsored three programs the 2012 ADEA Annual Session: 
 
"Ethics and Professionalism - Approaches to Assuring Student Competency and Compliance 
with New CODA Standards" - SIG on Professional, Ethical and Legal Issues in Dentistry was 
the primary sponsor with the ADEA Section on Community and Preventive Dentistry as a co-
sponsor.  Presenters were Phyllis Beemsterboer, James Swift, Kathi Shepherd, with Pamela 
Zarkowski as presenter/moderator. The program described the changes in CODA standards on 
the topics of ethics and professionalism for all dental education programs. The presentation 
focused on descriptions of teaching, learning and curricular approaches currently in use to 
assure student competency in ethics and professionalism. The program was well attended even 
though it was scheduled on Wed morning with over 50 in attendance from 28 different dental 
institutions. 
 
"Using Civic Engagement and Community Service Learning to Foster Ethics and Cultural 
Responsiveness in the Future Dental Workforce" - ADEA Section on Community and Preventive 
Dentistry was the primary sponsor with the SIG on Professional, Ethical and Legal Issues in 
Dentistry as a co-sponsor.  The program was well attended with over 60 participants. 
 
"Cultivating Civility in Classroom and Clinic: Engaging the Oral Health Community in Civility, 
Professionalism and Humanism" - ADEA Section of Behavioral Sciences was the primary 
sponsor with Dental School Admissions, Gay-Straight Allliance, and the SIG on Professional, 
Ethical and Legal Issues in Dentistry as co-sponsors. This program was well attended with over 
50 participants. 

 
Membership and Attendance 
In this section, report the following information. 

 
1. Total membership for the section/SIG as of past ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition was 

1,388. 
 

2. Total attendance at the 3 section/SIG Programs in 2012 was about 160 and Members’ 
Forum was 8. 
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Meeting Minutes  
 

ADEA ANNUAL SESSION 2012 
MINUTES FOR THE BUSINESS FORUM 

of the  
PROFESSIONAL, ETHICAL and LEGAL ISSUES in DENTISTRY SIG 

March 20, 2012 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Pamela Jones at the Annual Session on March 20, 2012 
at 7:15am. There were eight (8) members in attendance. 
 
The members present introduced themselves and their role at their institution. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on March 14, 2011 were reviewed by the members present. 
 
The chairperson gave a brief description of the recent name change of our SIG.  The rationale was the 
SIG was not growing in members and the focus of the SIG was not clear to other ADEA members 
especially when it was noticed that the ADEA website led people to believe that attorneys only could 
belong to the SIG.  
 
Unfortunately, our Liaison to the Admin Board, Judy Skelton, was not present during our meeting. We 
did however, talk a bit about the issues regarding program selection for this year's Annual Session, and 
that there is ongoing discussions of how to improve the process. We also briefly discussed the recently 
created Council of Sections Program Fund.  Although guidelines were not yet available, the comment was 
made that these funds would have to be applied for by April 30th.  Discussion ensued that this is not 
appropriate timing in that the deadline for program proposals is not until June 1st, and even that deadline 
is sometimes difficult to accommodate.  
 
Financial Report: This SIG had a total of $937.69 on July 1, 2011. Forty-five percent of that or $421.96 
was transferred to the COS Program Fund on January 31, 2012. The SIG has $515.73 remaining that 
could be used in support of SIG events.  
 
Catherine Sarkis, from Boston University was elected as Secretary of SIG for 2012-2013, with Larry 
Bates succeeding into the position of Chair, and Susan Carrasco O’Brien into the position of Chair-Elect.  
Officers will assume their positions at the close of the Annual Session. 
 
The SIG sponsored three programs the 2012 ADEA Annual Session. The name change has improved our 
visibility to other Sections, and offered more opportunities for collaboration. 
 
"Ethics and Professionalism - Approaches to Assuring Student Competency and Compliance with New 
CODA Standards" - SIG on Professional, Ethical and Legal Issues in Dentistry was the primary sponsor 
with the ADEA Section on Community and Preventive Dentistry as a co-sponsor.  Presenters were Phyllis 
Beemsterboer, James Swift, Kathi Shepherd, with Pamela Zarkowski as presenter/moderator. The 
program described the changes in CODA standards on the topics of ethics and professionalism for all 
dental education programs. The presentation focused on descriptions of teaching, learning and curricular 
approaches currently in use to assure student competency in ethics and professionalism. (The program 
was well attended even though it was scheduled on Wed morning with over 50 in attendance from 28 
different dental institutions.)  Unfortunately, our name was left off the program as sponsor for this 
session. 
 
"Using Civic Engagement and Community Service Learning to Foster Ethics and Cultural 
Responsiveness in the Future Dental Workforce" - ADEA Section on Community and Preventive 
Dentistry was the primary sponsor with the SIG on Professional, Ethical and Legal Issues in Dentistry as 
a co-sponsor.  The program was well attended with over 60 participants. 



- 3 - 

 
"Cultivating Civility in Classroom and Clinic: Engaging the Oral Health Community in Civility, 
Professionalism and Humanism" - ADEA Section of Behavioral Sciences was the primary sponsor with 
Dental School Admissions, Gay-Straight Alliance, and the SIG on Professional, Ethical and Legal Issues 
in Dentistry as co-sponsors. This program was well attended with over 50 participants. 
 
The theme for the 2013 Annual Session (“Landscape of Learning”) was discussed as well as possible 
topics for a presentation sponsored by the SIG.  Suggestions included: Differences in ethical decision 
making based on the lens through which our students, faculty, administrators see the dilemma - format as 
either case-based or point/counterpoint; student-run ethics boards; Top 10 new risks in terms of liability 
issues.  Also discussed was co-sponsoring a program on Social Media with ASDE (American Society for 
Dental Ethics). The new Chair should contact Dr. Alvin Rosenblum, President -Elect, to offer co-
sponsorship. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pamela C. Jones, Chair, 2011-2012 
 
 
 
Additional Comments or Suggestions to the ADEA Council of Sections Administrative 
Board 
 
 
We would like to report that having one liaison to the Admin Board to cover all the SIG Member 
Forums scheduled at the same time is not effective. This year, the liaison could not attend our 
Member's Forum until after all our members had left, so we were left in the dark on governance 
issues.  She did not have enough time to get to each meeting. 


