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SIG Activities 

The SIG- lasers in dentistry meeting occurred Tuesday 20th of March, 2012 in Orlando, Florida. Many 

ideas were discussed, but the general consensus was that we had to discover how various dental schools 

that use lasers were able to integrate their instruction and use into their curriculum, so that we can 

become a go to source to help the other schools get lasers into their programs. 

In attendance were: 

Douglas Barnes, University of Maryland, Baltimore, MD 

Dbarnes@umaryland.edu 

 

Robert Carpenter, Midwestern University, Glendale, AZ 

rcarpenter@midwestern.edu 

 

Thomas J. Dwork, NOVA Southeastern University, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

td530@nsu.nova.edu 

 

David Felton, Dean, West Virginia University School of Dentistry, Morgantown, WV 

dafelton@hsc.wvu.edu 

 

Don Patthoff, Academy of Laser Dentistry 

DPATTHOFF@peoplepc.com 

 

Peter Rechmann, UCSF, San Francisco, CA 

rechmannp@dentistry.ucsf.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes: 

We would like to learn which universities do which kind of laser teaching, and at which student level.  

Also, we would like to know how much theoretical laser knowledge, and how much hands-on skills are 

now taught. 

 

For that purpose, a survey-monkey (electronic questionnaire) will be created with a few simple 

checkmark questions; in addition a space for optional in-depth answers will be provided that any 

detailed question might open up. 

 

The survey-monkey will be sent to the Associate Deans for Academic Affairs at the Dental Schools. Dr. 

Carpenter is willing to work on the survey-monkey.  

 

The group selected Dr. Dwork as Secretary and Dr. Patthoff and Rechmann as Co-Chairs. 

 

As a topic for the next ADEA meeting for a SIG forum, it was suggested to discuss, and invite speakers to 

talk about the aspects of how laser safety is or can be integrated into the actual student clinics/postdoc 

clinics, curriculum.  What are the safety requirements to be fulfilled to operate a laser device in different 

scenarios- Oral Surgery, Prosthodontics, Operative, Peridontics, etc.?   How are the ANSI Standards to be 

applied? 

Presently, we are working on the next meeting and inviting guest presenters.  

 

Program Submission: 

The SIG on Lasers has submitted the program, "The Future of Safe Laser Use Across the Landscape of 

Learning," for the 2013 Annual Session. 

 

Concerns: 

There was a huge concern expressed that academia might be falling behind the curve as many private 

practitioners routinely use lasers. 

 


