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Section Activities 
 

1. Section/SIG activities – (1) Facebook website was established. There has been an 
active effort to reach out to student members. (2) Contact has been established with Dr. 
Stuart  

2. Meetings/Programs – include title, description, feedback, etc., for any programs 
presented by your section/SIG. Any collaborative activities should be included in this 
section as well. 

a. ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition: No program was presented this year. 

b. Regional Meetings: None 

c. National Meetings: ADEA 2010 Annual Session 

3. Newsletter: 1 electronic newsletter was posted on the Section Facebook website 

4. Project Pool Submission: None 

 
Membership and Attendance 
In this section, report the following information. 

 
1. Total membership for the section/SIG as of past ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition: 196 

 
2. Total attendance at the past section/SIG Program and Members’ Forum: 20 

         
Meeting Minutes  
 
The GSA Section Member Forum was held on Sunday, February 28 during the ADEA Annual 
Session & Exhibition.  
 
Business: 

1) Elections: a) John DaSilva was elected to Secretary of the Section; b) Tish Nihill will 
move to President-Elect; John Zimmerman will move to President; and, Mark Gonthier 
was elected to the position of Councilor (’13). Mr. Keith Bracy (D3 SUNY Stony Brook) 
was elected for a one-year term as member at large. 

2) Dr. Stuart Martin, DDS (Baltimore, MD) was present as a guest at the meeting. Dr. 
Martin, recently completing a term on the Gay Lesbian Medical Association Board of 
Directors, was present and spoke about GLMA, its mission and programs. He supported 
an effort to form a closer relationship between the ADEA GSA Section and GLMA. In 
addition, he offered to facilitate that process. 

3) 2011 Program: The members discussed possible program ideas for the 2011 Annual 
Session. The program that was favored was a panel of dental and medical students who 
would explore the admissions experience and experiences during their matriculation in 
medical and dental school. 
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Additional Comments or Suggestions to the ADEA Council of Sections Administrative 
Board 
 
The GSA Section is dedicated to increasing the visibility of LGBT persons in dental education; 
such as administrators, faculty, and students. The support of the Council of Sections 
Administrative Board has been consistently positive and the Section member is grateful for this 
ongoing support.  
 
The key activities of the Section are to find ways to empower LGBT persons in dental education 
to become more visible in their institutions, within ADEA, ASDA, and other organizations to will 
provide resources. The Section would appreciate the ADEA Central Office being diligent in 
assisting the GSA Section in networking into national groups, conferences, and other activities 
related to diversity and equity. 
 
Students comprise 51% of the GSA Section membership. This presence led to the Section 
making a concerted effort to explore ways to reach out to students, be available to student 
members who cannot attend ADEA meetings, and whose education makes attending regional 
meetings costly and impractical. The Section created a Board position for a student member. 
The officers are always mindful of the presence of students and worked to include them in any 
activity. 
 
The presence of GSA Section representation on ADEA Committees, Reference Committees, 
and other components within ADEA is part of this effort. The Council of Sections Leadership 
could be an advocate for these appointments and consider Section members whenever it is 
possible and still be responsive to the needs of other Sections.      


