
2011 SECTION ANNUAL REPORT 
Development, Alumni Affairs, and Public Relations 

 
 
I. Contact Information 
 
Section for Development, Alumni Affairs, and Public Relations 
William O. Butler, M.S., Councilor (Term expires March, 2012) 
University of Texas Health Science Center San Antonio 
Dental School 
Office phone: 210-567-3177 
Fax number:  210-567-6807 
ButlerW@UTHSCSA.Edu 
 
June 25, 2010 
 
II. Mission Statement 
 
The Section on Development, Alumni Affairs, and Public Relations supports 
those individuals who assist ADEA member schools in fulfilling their development 
and alumni relation’s missions in support of the academic pursuit of educating 
future and active dental professionals. 
 
III. Goals and Objectives 
 
The goals and objectives of the Section on Development, Alumni Affairs, and 
Public Relations mirror the teaching, service, and research goals of our 
respective institutions.  This is accomplished through: 

1. Providing a common meeting for participants in the development, alumni 
affairs, and public relations of our respective institutions. 

2. Promoting communication strategies among that cohort. 
3. Disseminating information among the members and other interested 

parties. 
4. Providing advice and other feedback to colleagues as particular conditions 

arise that require such consultation. 
5. Evaluating and promulgating “best practice” in professional fund raising. 
6. Championing our respective institutions’ critical role as a vital and 

enduring resource in the daily practice life of dentists and staff. 
 
IV. Accomplishments 
 
The Section on Development, Alumni Affairs, and Public Relations continues to 
maintain it’s membership levels during continued difficult financial periods of time 
that has seen a great deal of stress to make budget commitments to members 
institutions. It appears that less than 20% of our dental schools have responded 
to the ADEA Open registration period from January 1 to March 1, 2007 and again 



during each annual renewal period.  We need to focus on increasing our 
participation levels and continue to encourage more corporate members to 
participate.  Our Section has experienced some success with partner-shipping 
with the other Sections.  Continued efforts of cooperative programming with the 
Section for Continuing Education, possibly Clinical and Business Affairs, and the 
Council of Students will hopefully lead to an expanded half day program at next 
year’s Annual Session, eventually a full day session.  This could also lead to 
increased registrations for all our section memberships. 
 
V. Membership and Attendance 
 
Total membership for the Section on Development, Alumni Affairs, and Public 
Relations as of March 2011 was TBD.   
 
27 members attended the Section’s 2011 Program. 
 
Of the total, there were 10 section members. 
 
10 members attended the Section’s 2011 member forum. 
 
VII. Financial Support 
 
N/A 
 
VIII. Section Communication 
 
The Section communicates primarily via E-mail with occasional mailings. 
Discussions are coordinated through the Chair and Councilor, with other officers 
as necessary.  The Councilor of the Section will submit the Annual Report to 
ADEA.  The Section Chair is responsible for the Annual Session Section 
Program. The Chair-Elect will be responsible for reading abstracts for the Annual 
Session.  The Secretary/Treasurer brings forth the slate of nominations for new 
officers at the Annual Session and will serve as WEB Master to the ADEA office 
and coordinated through the Chair and Councilor.  All three officers can post 
section business with the appropriate contact at ADEA.  
 



IX. a 
 
Meeting Agenda  - Washington D.C. 
 

Development, Alumni and Public Relations Professionals 
Annual Section Meeting 

 
ADEA 2011, San Diego, California 

Monday, March 14, 2011 
2:30-4:00 p.m. 

Room: HY-Madeleine, Section A 
 

1. Welcome 
  

2. Introduction of Section Members 
 

3. Presentation: Making Surveys Work for You:  What Questions to Ask, 
How to Ask them, and What to Do With the Data 
William D. Hendricson, UTHSCSA could not attend due to travel 
funds cut.  Sara Piety presented his program. 

 
When was the last time you did an extensive survey of your dental school 
alumni or donors?  I believe we are all in agreement about the importance 
of alumni and donor feedback for the future success of our individual 
institutions. What is it that motivates our graduates to become engaged 
with our schools in the years after the awarding of their degrees?  What 
motivates a donor to make that first gift or to decide they are ready to 
make a major gift? Step one in this important process is the construction 
of a survey. This program will focus on the importance of designing 
appropriate survey questions to get the best and most accurate data. After 
attending this session you will have the foundation that will enable you to 
have a productive “conversation’ with your grads and donors by means of 
a survey. 

 
4. Questions  

 
 
IX.b 
 

Meeting Minutes  - Washington D.C. 
 

Dental Development, Alumni and Public Relations Professionals 
Annual Section Meeting: ADEA 2011, San Diego, California 

4:15-5:15 p.m. Monday, March 14, 2011 
Room: HY-Edwards B 

 



1. Welcome: Sara Piety and Michael Landers 
 
2. Suggestions for future meetings: 

a. Fundraising academy – free day during ADA 
b. Full day program for Development and Alumni section at ADEA to 

justify expenses 
c. A letter to be sent to all Deans, which explains the Value of the 

Development Session to ensure stronger attendance.  
d. ADA would be a better place for an all day Development section 

because more people go. 
e. Keep in mind our section has a total budget of $2400 at ADEA 

 
3. Elections: 

a. Calen Ouellette, USC became Chair  
b. Denean Paulik, NYUCD became Chair Elect 
c. Dan Soine, UOP became Secretary 

 
Upcoming ADA Meeting- William O. Butler 
 
The ADA annual session will be October 10-13, 2011 in Las Vegas, Nevada. All 
Development Officers were encouraged to attend.  There was a discussion of 
ideas for the Council combined Sections meeting next year.  
 
5:00 PM   Meeting adjourned by Chair Sara Piety 
 
X. Section Program Evaluation Summary 
 
Summary of the 2011 program evaluations are unknown.  During the Forum 
session participants indicated they needed a longer program to justify the 
expense involved to participating at the Annual Sessions.  Trying to develop a 
program that will “fit” with the theme will continue to be difficult for our Section.  I 
will be attempting to bring several related sections together for a possible all day 
program or at least a four-hour program, focusing on a common theme to all 
Sections involved.  The following Sections will be approached:  Continuing 
Education, Business & Financial Administration, Student Affairs & Financial Aid, 
Practice Management, Dental School Admissions Officers, and Clinical 
Administration.  
 
XI. 2012 Section Program Abstract 
 
Have you ever engaged in a group discussion to determine a common topic that 
could involve every participant?  At the end of that long planning session you 
ended up with as many topics as you had attendees. 
 



This session program will engage all attendees of the session to participate in an 
activity that can narrow down the wide field of opinions and focus on a common 
concern to all. 
 
Once a topic has been identified the program shifts to the development of a 
marketing strategy to engage attracting an audience. 
 
Finally we will around table discussion addressing how this process can work in 
educational course development, program development, faculty development, 
alumni activities, fund raising, student and patient recruitment, etc.  

 
 
 


