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Section/SIG Activities 

 
1. Section/SIG activities : 
 

During the last few years, the Section on Community and Preventive Dentistry has had 
an outstanding success at the association and national levels through: 1) successful 
annual programs, 2) corporate sponsorship of annual programs, 3) success with Pool 
Project funding, and 4) Inter-disciplinary collaboration with other health professions 
through the Taskforce or the Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine (ATPM).  
The Section is also one of the nearly 20 Sections/SIGs with more than 1000 members; 
the current membership of the section is more than 1350 and the section budget as of 
March 2011 was $7,046.00. 
 
A summary of Section’s impact and achievements: 
 
Until now, the section has sponsored/co-sponsored three projects that received funding 
from Project Pool Funds  
 

 Current Status of Dental Public Health Faculty in the U.S. Dental Schools 
 Soft Drinks and Dental health: Development of an Educational Material 
 Development of a Smoking Cessation Training Program in a Dental School 

Settings  
 
The first project resulted in two peer-reviewed publications in the Journal of Public 
Health Dentistry and about 5 poster presentations at the meetings of the American 
Dental Education Association and National Oral health Conference. The second project 
resulted in an outstanding DVD which was shown to the Council of Sections during 
2006 annual meeting in Orlando  
 
The section’s collaborative work with the other health professions through the 
Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine (ATPM), continue to bring national 
visibility to the section as well as the ADEA.  The collaborative work has so far resulted 
in a symposium at the AADR/ADEA meeting in Baltimore (2005) and Round Table 
Luncheon Discussions at the National Oral Health Conference (2004, 2005 and 2006). 
Additional information about this collaborative work is available from the following 
published articles: 

 Allan J, et al. Clinical Prevention and Population Health: Curriculum Framework 
for Health Professions. American Journal of Preventive Medicine 2004; 27(5): 
471-6. 
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 Riegelman RK, et al. Why a clinical Prevention and Population Health Curriculum 
Framework? American Journal of Preventive Medicine 2004; 27(5): 477. 
 

 Carmona RH.  Healthy People Curriculum Taskforce: A Commentary by the 
Surgeon general. American Journal of Preventive Medicine 2004; 27(5): 478-9. 
 

 Carey TS, Roper WL.  Clinical Prevention and Population Health: Getting There 
from Here American Journal of Preventive Medicine 2004; 27(5): 480-1. 
 
The Healthy People Curriculum Task Force has continued to work collaboratively 
to implement the educational objectives of Healthy People 2020. A key 
component, Education for Health, is an educational roadmap to achieve the 
Healthy People 2020 goals. Formulated by the Task Force, this set of new and 
revised educational objectives provides a way for advancing progress that will be 
needed to achieve an integrated and seamless approach to education for health 
for the American public as well as for health professionals. The February 2011 
issue of the American Journal of Preventive Medicine featured a series of articles 
that examined public-health educational needs and goals for the U.S. Vladimir 
Spolsky, Section Councilor was a contributor to two articles featured in the 
Journal. 
 

2. Meetings/Programs: 
a. ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition 

 
Building a Prevention Toolbox to Integrate Public Health Dentistry Strategies into 
Dental and Dental Hygiene Education (Presented by the ADEA Section on 
Community and Preventive Dentistry) 
 
Health reform legislation includes educational provisions that renew an emphasis on 
public health dentistry in dental and allied dental education. The HRSA announcement 
focused on integration of evidence–based dental public health principles, health 
promotion, and expanding access to services for vulnerable groups. The HRSA 
elements mirror components of the Clinical Prevention and Population Health 
Curriculum Framework that provides educators and administrators with a structure for 
integrating health promotion and disease prevention content within curricula across the 
health professions. The presenters discussed creative strategies applied within dental 
and allied dental education that address existing and emerging competencies (e.g., 
cultural competency, health literacy, ethics, risk assessment–prevention, and 
community collaborations including community service–learning). The panel shared 
their expertise, experiences with prevention efforts, and curricula resources so 
participants can build a prevention toolbox for use on campus and in their communities. 
Q&A time encouraged attendees to discuss program models, lessons learned, and 
challenges. 
 
Learning objectives: 
 
• Discuss opportunities and challenges to integrating evidence–based dental public 
health principles and health promotion/disease prevention into dental and allied dental 
education. 
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• Describe the Clinical Prevention and Population Health Curriculum Framework to 
organize curriculum content for health promotion and disease prevention. 
• Identify strategies for addressing competencies related to cultural competency, health 
literacy, ethics, risk assessment–prevention, and community collaborations, including 
community service and learning. 
• Discuss educational strategies and innovative approaches for expanding prevention 
and access to services for vulnerable groups and underserved communities. 
 
Speakers:  
 

 Jane E. M. Steffensen, University of Texas Health Science Center at San 
Antonio; 

 James A. Lalumandier, Case School of Dental Medicine; Christine Miller, Pacific 
University;  

 Michelle Henshaw, Boston University;  
 David P. Cappelli, University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio 

 
a. Regional Meetings:  None 
b. National Meetings: None 

 
2. Newsletter (either electronic or print): None 

 
3. Project Pool Submission: None 

 
Membership and Attendance 

 
1. Total membership for the section/SIG as of past ADEA Annual Session & 

Exhibition: 1363 
 

2. Total attendance at the past section/SIG Program and Members’ Forum: 65 & 33 
 
Meeting Minutes: Community and Preventive Dentistry Section, March 13, 2011 
 
Call to Order: The Community and Preventive Dentistry Section of the American Dental 
Education Association (ADEA) held its Annual Business Meeting on Sunday, March 13, 
2011, 4:15 - 5:15 PM. The members’ forum was held the day before the Section 
Program scheduled on Monday March 14, 2011.  
 
Introductions: The Section Chair, Jane Steffensen, called the meeting to order and 
welcomed the group. The chair asked the section officers and members to introduce 
themselves. Current officers were:  Jane Steffensen, Chair, Brenda Heaton, Chair-Elect, 
Donna Warren Morris, Secretary, and Douglas Simmons, Past-Chair 
 
Reports from Officers: Vladimir Spolsky, Section Councilor and Jane Steffensen, 
Chair attended the 2010 ADEA Fall Meeting in New Orleans, LA and represented the 
section. Jane Steffensen, current chair, had represented the Section the preceding day 
at the ADEA Council of Sections (COS) Meeting. Also, Vladimir Spolsky, Section 
Councilor and Jane Steffensen, Chair served on the House of Delegates during the 
opening session on Saturday, March 12, 2011.  
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During the business meeting, they presented the current COS discussion on section 
funds and funding which will reach a decision in Fall 2011. They reported that the 
current discussion entails “taxing” sections for contributions to a combined project pool 
fund in order to reduce the current balances that exist in many sections funds. This tax 
would involve providing a percentage of funds to the pool which would be available for 
any Section / Special Interest Group (SIG) through an application and evaluation. A 
maximum of $25,000 would remain in the program fund account; any surplus would be 
invested for interest accrual.  Mike Lander current COS Chair and Section Liaison from 
COS provided a summary related to the funding discussion. He indicated that 45% of 
funds would go into a program fund available for programs, speakers, and/or travel up 
to $3000.  The Community and Preventive Dentistry Section currently has $7,046 and 
would give up 45%.  We would have to apply for money from the program fund pool 
through a proposal process if this plan is voted in during the COS Meeting at the Fall 
Meeting in 2011. 
 
The four candidates running for the ADEA President-Elect position were discussed 
during the meeting.  Candidates included: Gerry Glickman, Diane Hoelscher, Sheila 
Koh, and Tony Iacopina. Delegates were reminded to vote. The resolutions were 
reviewed briefly and discussion ensued regarding the processes in place to review and 
comment on policies during hearings.  Also, the processes that follow the hearings 
through to the voting processes by the House of Delegates were discussed during the 
meeting.  The officers will be tracking the steps. Brenda Heaton, Chair-Elect and Val 
Spolsky, Section Councilor will represent the Section during the Closing Session of the 
House of Delegates scheduled on Wednesday. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the 2010 Business Meeting were distributed and 
reviewed. A motion to approve the minutes as submitted was made by Brenda Heaton 
with a second by David Cappelli. 
 
Section Update: The ADEA Community and Preventive Dentistry Section Program, 
Building a Prevention Toolbox to Integrate Public Health Dentistry Strategies into Dental 
and Dental Hygiene Education was scheduled on Monday, March 14, 2011, 2:30 - 4:00 
PM.   Jane Steffensen (Section Chair), Christine Miller, Pacific University; and Brenda 
Heaton (Section Chair-Elect) collaborated in the planning of the session. Presenters at 
the session were: Jane E. M. Steffensen, University of Texas Health Science Center at 
San Antonio; James A. Lalumandier, Case School of Dental Medicine; Christine Miller, 
Pacific University; Michelle Henshaw, Boston University; David P. Cappelli, University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio.  The Section Program is summarized at 
the end of the minutes. 
 
Election: The chair conducted an election for the position of section secretary. 
Nominations for the position of secretary were solicited. David P. Cappelli, University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio was elected unanimously as secretary. In 
keeping with section policy, the current chair-elect ascended to the position of chair and 
the secretary ascended to the position of chair-elect for the 2011-2012 section officers.  
As a result, Brenda Heaton became section chair and Donna Warren Morris became 
section chair-elect. Vladimir Spolsky will continue as councilor and the councilor’s term 
will be completed at the 2012 meeting.  David P. Cappelli will be secretary and Jane 
Steffensen will serve as past chair. 
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Old Business: An update about the National Board of Public Health Examiners 
(NBPHE) was discussed at the meeting. The National Board of Public Health Examiners 
(NBPHE) has been established as an independent organization with the aim to ensure 
that students and graduates from schools and programs of public health accredited by 
the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) have mastered the knowledge and 
skills relevant to contemporary public health. This purpose will be accomplished by 
developing, preparing, administering and evaluating a voluntary certification 
examination. Collaborating Organizations of the National Board of Public Health 
Examiners include: American Public Health Association, Association of Prevention 
Teaching and Research, Association of Schools of Public Health, Association of State 
and Territorial Health Officials, and National Association of County and City Health 
Officials.  Key questions were discussed about the representation of Dental Public 
Health on the National Board of Public Health Examiners and the integration of dental 
public health related questions on the Certified in Public Health examination. Linda 
Kaste has spearheaded the discussions about the National Board of Public Health 
Examiners and Certified in Public Health examination for several years.  Linda Kaste 
has now been appointed to the committee developing questions for the Certified in 
Public Health examination.  . 
 
New Business: Vladimir Spolsky serves as Section Councilor and has been actively 
serving on the national Healthy People Curriculum Task Force, formed to promote the 
Healthy People 2010 objective of increasing the preventive content of clinical health 
professional education. The Healthy People Curriculum Task Force, founded in 2002, 
was convened by the Association for Prevention Teaching and Research (APTR) and 
represents eight prominent health professions education associations including 
American Dental Education Association. The Task Force developed the Clinical 
Prevention and Population Health Curriculum Framework. This Framework provides 
recommendations for curricula to integrate clinical prevention and population health into 
the education of students across the health professions disciplines. The academic 
community is encouraged to apply this Framework to curriculum design, evaluation and 
accreditation efforts. The Healthy People Curriculum Task Force has continued to work 
collaboratively to implement the educational objectives of Healthy People 2020. A key 
component, Education for Health, is an educational roadmap to achieve the Healthy 
People 2020 goals. Formulated by the Task Force, this set of new and revised 
educational objectives provides a way for advancing progress that will be needed to 
achieve an integrated and seamless approach to education for health for the American 
public as well as for health professionals. The February 2011 issue of the American 
Journal of Preventive Medicine featured a series of articles that examined public-health 
educational needs and goals for the U.S. Vladimir Spolsky, Section Councilor was a 
contributor to two articles featured in the Journal. Dr. Spolsky agreed to include the 
Press Release about the journal articles and share additional resources about related 
topics and work of the Healthy People Curriculum Task Force in the minutes for the 
meeting. See the press release and resources at the end of the minutes. 
 
Topics for 2012 Community and Preventive Dentistry Section Program 
Input on the upcoming section program was solicited. A discussion ensued as the group 
discussed potential topics for the 2012 Community and Preventive Dentistry Section 
Program which was to focus on “Engagement.” The 2012 ADEA Annual Session and 
Exhibition will be held March 17-21, 2012 at Hilton Bonnet Creek in Orlando, FL. The 
2012 ADEA Annual Session and Exhibition Theme is "Engage: Better Individual, Better 
Profession, Better Community, Better Health, Better Future"  The deadline for the 
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section program submission will be June 1, 2011 and Brenda Heaton as Section Chair 
will coordinate the submission. 
 
The tradition of section officers and interested members meeting over a meal during the 
ADEA Annual Meeting to continue the discussions about the 2011Community and 
Preventive Dentistry Section Program was discussed. It was decided for any members 
interested to meet during lunch on Tuesday. 
 
The motion to adjourn the business meeting was moved by Donald Altman and 
seconded by Chris Miller and the meeting was adjourned.  


