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Section/SIG Activities 

1. Section/SIG activities : 
 

During the last few years, the Section on Community and Preventive Dentistry has had 
an outstanding success at the association and national levels through: 1) successful 
annual programs, 2) corporate sponsorship of annual programs, 3) success with Project 
Pool funding, and 4) Inter-disciplinary collaboration with other health professions 
through the Taskforce or the Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine (ATPM).  
The Section is also one of the nearly 20 Sections/SIGs with more than 1,000 members; 
the current membership of the section is 1,356. 
 
A summary of Section’s impact and achievements: 
 
Until now, the section has sponsored/co-sponsored three projects that received funding 
from Project Pool Funds  
 

 Current Status of Dental Public Health Faculty in the U.S. Dental Schools 
 Soft Drinks and Dental health: Development of an Educational Material 
 Development of a Smoking Cessation Training Program in a Dental School 

Settings  
 
The first project resulted in two peer-reviewed publications in the Journal of Public 
Health Dentistry and about 5 poster presentations at the meetings of the American 
Dental Education Association and National Oral health Conference. The second project 
resulted in an outstanding DVD which was shown to the Council of Sections during 
2006 annual meeting in Orlando.  The third project has resulted in presentation at the 
ADEA annual meetings in 2009 and 2010. 
 
The section’s collaborative work with the other health professions through the 
Association for Preventive Teaching and Research (APTR), formerly Association of 
Teachers of Preventive Medicine (ATPM), continue to bring national visibility to the 
section as well as the ADEA.  The collaborative work has so far resulted in a 
symposium at the AADR/ADEA meeting in Baltimore (2005) and Round Table 
Luncheon Discussions at the National Oral Health Conference (2004, 2005 and 2006). 
Additional information about this collaborative work is available from the following 
published articles: 
 

 Allan J, et al. Clinical Prevention and Population Health: Curriculum Framework 
for Health Professions. American Journal of Preventive Medicine 2004; 27(5): 
471-6. 
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 Riegelman RK, et al. Why a clinical Prevention and Population Health Curriculum 
Framework? American Journal of Preventive Medicine 2004; 27(5): 477. 
 

 Carmona RH.  Healthy People Curriculum Taskforce: A Commentary by the 
Surgeon general. American Journal of Preventive Medicine 2004; 27(5): 478-9. 
 

 Carey TS, Roper WL.  Clinical Prevention and Population Health: Getting There 
from Here American Journal of Preventive Medicine 2004; 27(5): 480-1. 
 

2. Meetings/Programs: 
a. ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition 

 

The section on Community and Preventive Dentistry sponsored another successful 
annual Section Program with nearly 100 people in attendance. The program was 
entitled, “Strategic Directions for Dental and Dental Hygiene Schools in an Age of 
Health Reform: Roles and Responsibilities of Academic Institutions”. 
 
The Section Program was co-sponsored by ADEA Sections on Behavioral Sciences, 
Dental Hygiene Education, Gerontology and Geriatric Education, Pediatric Dentistry, 
and ADEA Special Interest Group on Tobacco-Free Initiatives. 
 
The symposium included a panel discussion on how health care reform is forging 
changes in education and health care financing. Powerful movements and historical 
changes are under way in how dental education and health care is provided and 
financed. Also, new national health objectives provide a roadmap for disease prevention 
and health promotion for the next decade. Amid these changes, dental academic 
institutions are evaluating their roles and responsibilities as they adjust missions in 
education, patient care, community service, and research. This symposium included a 
presenter-reactor format and moderated panel discussion with a question and answer 
period. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
• Identify challenges and opportunities related to dental education. 
• Define strategic directions, changes in the future workforce, and society's expectations 
of health reform. 
• Examine the impact of reform on financing oral health services, dental education 
budgetary constraints, addressing oral health disparities, oral health workforce capacity 
and diversity, prospects for curriculum changes, and oral health improvements. 
 
Speakers: 

 Frank A. Catalanotto, University of Florida;  
 Edward O'Neil, University of California, San Francisco; 
 Patrick J. Ferrillo, Jr., University of the Pacific Arthur A. Dugoni School of 

Dentistry; 
 Mary E. Foley, Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences;  
 Teresa A. Dolan, University of Florida. 

 

In addition to the successful Section Program, the Section on Community Preventive 
Dentistry also co-sponsored a program, Tobacco Dependence Education: Are We 
Ready for Change? 
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This program was co-presented at the 2010 ADEA Annual Meeting by Sections on Oral 
and Maxillofacial Pathology, Community and Preventive Dentistry, and the Special 
Interest Group on Tobacco-Free Initiatives. 
 

b. Regional Meetings:  None 

c. National Meetings: None 

 

3. Newsletter (either electronic or print): None 

 

4. Project Pool Submission: None 

 
Membership and Attendance 

 
1. Total membership for the section/SIG as of past ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition: 

1,356 
 

2. Total attendance at the past section/SIG Program and Members’ Forum: 96 
 
Meeting Minutes: Community and Preventive Dentistry Section, February 18, 2010 
 
Call to Order: The Community and Preventive Dentistry Section of the American Dental 
Education Association (ADEA) held its Annual Business Meeting from 12:45 – 1:45 PM 
on Sunday, February 28, 2010. The annual Member’s Forum immediately followed the 
Section Program Symposium, Strategic Directions for Dental and Dental Hygiene 
Schools in an Age of Health Reform: Roles and Responsibilities of Academic 
Institutions (co-sponsored by ADEA Sections on Behavioral Sciences, Dental Hygiene 
Education, Gerontology and Geriatric Education, Pediatric Dentistry, and ADEA Special 
Interest Group on Tobacco-Free Initiatives). The Section Chair, Douglas Simmons, 
called the meeting to order and welcomed the group. The chair asked the section 
officers and members to introduce themselves. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the 2009 Business Meeting were read and 
approved. 
 
Councilor Report: Vladimir Spolsky, Section Councilor, presented the councilor’s 
report as he had represented the Section the preceding day at the ADEA Council of 
Sections (COS) Meeting and House of Delegates.  He stated that the Community and 
Preventive Dentistry Section had a successful year with the Section membership now at 
about 1,200 members and section money available for program funds.  
 
He presented the current COS discussion on section funds and funding which will reach 
decision soon. He reported that the current discussion entails “taxing” sections for 
contributions to a combined project pool fund in order to reduce the current excess that 
exists in many sections funds. This tax would involve providing a percentage of funds to 
the pool which is available for any ADEA member or section via an application. A 
maximum of $25,000 would remain in the account; any surplus would be invested for 
interest accrual. 
 
During the discussion of section funding, Chris Miller proposed that we advocate for 
funds to bring external speakers. Currently, section funds do not cover expenses 
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required for external speakers at the section program. She also proposed that a 
spreadsheet of available funds be provided to section officers. Other contributions to the 
discussion included the need for standardized guidelines that are readily available to all 
sections, financial incentives for co-sponsorship, availability of funds for an honorarium 
and options for revenue streams for the section.  
 
Vladimir Spolsky discussed the ADEA Council of Sections (COS) Task Force for 
Developing Competencies and Foundation Knowledge / Skills for the New General 
Dentist.  In the coming months each Section and Special Interest Group will be 
requested to develop and submit foundation knowledge and skills for competencies 
assigned by the ADEA COS Task Force based on ADEA Competencies for the New 
General Dentist.  As Section Councilor he will follow-up on this request by the COS to 
the Section. 
 
Election: The chair conducted an election for the position of section secretary. 
Nominations for the position of secretary were solicited. Donna Warren Morris, RDH, 
MEd, Associate Professor, University of Texas Dental Branch-Houston was elected 
unanimously as secretary, though not present at the meeting. Poonam Jain, a new 
section member, expressed interest in the position for next year. The section expressed 
interest in having Poonam serve as a “secretary in waiting”. In keeping with section 
policy, the current chair-elect ascended to the position of chair and the secretary 
ascended to the position of chair-elect for the 2010-2011 section officers.  As a result, 
Jane Steffensen became section chair and Brenda Heaton became section chair-elect. 
Vladimir Spolsky will continue as councilor for a third year.  Donna Warren Morris will be 
secretary and Douglas Simmons will serve as past chair. 
 
Old Business: It was brought to the attention of the Section that the National Board of 
Public Health Examiners (NBPHE) has been established as an independent 
organization with the aim to ensure that students and graduates from schools and 
programs of public health accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health 
(CEPH) have mastered the knowledge and skills relevant to contemporary public health. 
This purpose will be accomplished by developing, preparing, administering and 
evaluating a voluntary certification examination.  Collaborating Organizations of the 
National Board of Public Health Examiners include: American Public Health Association, 
Association of Prevention Teaching and Research, Association of Schools of Public 
Health, Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, and National Association of 
County and City Health Officials. 
 
Key questions were discussed about the representation of Dental Public Health on the 
National Board of Public Health Examiners and the integration of dental public health 
related questions in the Certification in Public Health examination.  David Cappelli who 
serves on the Oral Health Section, American Public Health Association agreed to 
request that the Oral Health Section look into the role of Dental Public Health on the 
National Board of Public Health Examiners and the certification examination.  
 
New Business: Vladimir Spolsky provided a summary of Healthy People Curriculum 
Taskforce. He reported that there was a motion for increases in the teaching of 
prevention among all professional schools along with a resolution for endorsements 
from various associations.  
 
Input on the upcoming section program was solicited. 
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Topics for 2011 Community and Preventive Dentistry Section Program: An 
extended discussion ensued as the group discussed potential topics for the 2011 
Community and Preventive Dentistry Section Program which was to focus on 
interprofessional education.  Several ideas were proposed. Ideas included looking at 
existing models of interprofessional collaboration such as IHS, holding a colloquium on 
WIC programs, Head Start programs, School-based programs, a section on preparing 
educators to engender interprofessional collaborations and lastly, a focus on the 
perinatal period which offers opportunities for interprofessional collaborations.  
 
The tradition of section officers and interested members meeting over a meal during the 
ADEA Annual Meeting to continue the discussions of the 2011 Community and 
Preventive Dentistry Section Program was proposed.  It was decided for everyone to 
meet in the Hotel Registration desk Monday, February 19, 2010 at 11AM to discuss 
further the topics. 
 
It was mentioned that the Oral Pathology Section may be interested in our co-
sponsorship for their section program on the evidence-base for early detection of oral 
cancers.  
 
A key point discussed was the conflicts between co-sponsoring sections, section 
meetings and members forums in the overall annual meeting schedule. There was 
additional discussion of the lack of space that was provided for co-sponsored 
symposiums.  Future submission of the Section Program and review of the overall 
Annual Meeting Program should request that these conflicts be limited in 2011.  
 
The motion to adjourn the business meeting was moved and seconded and the meeting 
was adjourned.  
 
 
Additional Comments or Suggestions to the ADEA Council of Sections Administrative 
Board: 
Thank you for making the annual report format simpler. 


