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Section/SIG Activities 
   
This past year has been a significant one for our section. Margherita Fontana, the chair for 
2010-2011 was involved in many activities to improve the teaching of cariology in our schools. 
We completed a survey of dental schools and dental hygiene schools to determine what is 
being taught on cariology in their curriculum. The response was very high for the dental schools 
(85%) and significant for the dental hygiene schools (35%). These activities are best reviewed in 
our February 2011 Newsletter which is included below. 
 
The Section program at ADEA 2011: 
 
Need, Challenges, and Opportunities for the Interprofessional Education and 
Management of Dental Caries  
Dental caries is a largely preventable disease. Yet there has been a shift and an increase in 
dental caries among subsets of the population in the United States and a call for the integration 
of multiple disciplines to achieve the necessary provision of services for young children, 
especially as it relates to caries management. This program is geared to all educators, 
practitioners, and researchers with interest in caries prevention and management. Presenters 
will focus on an in–depth discussion of the challenges and opportunities for interprofessional 
education on caries management as it relates to: 1) the role of dentistry in interprofessional 
education on caries management; 2) the role of the pediatrician (and other health care 
providers) in caries management, and 3) what we know and do not know about fluoride 
varnishes, one of the most commonly used strategies for caries control in non–dental settings. 
 
Organizer: Dr. Margherita Fontana, University fo Michigan 
Presenters:  

Dr. Adriana Segura, University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio. Title: 
The role of dentistry in interprofessional education for caries management 
 
Dr. David Krol, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Title: The role of the pediatrician in 
caries management. Challenges and opportunities for the 21st century 
 
Dr. Carlos Gonzalez–Cabezas, University of Michigan. Title: What we know and do not 
know about fluoride varnishes 
 

Attendance was 100 people. 
 

 
Membership and Attendance 
In this section, report the following information. 

 
1. Total membership for the section/SIG as of past ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition 737  
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2. Total attendance at the past section/SIG Program and Members’ Forum  48 

         
Meeting Minutes  
 

 Margherita Fontana called the Members’ Forum to order at 12:16 pm 
 Officers Roll Call-all present 
 Approval of Agenda  
 Approval of 2010 Meeting Minutes-Motion made & seconded to approve the minutes   

 
Chair’s Report – Margherita Fontana  

 Presented an overview of events of the previous year, which was the first year as a 
Section 

 Reviewed some of the speakers from previous years pointing out that we have 
presented high quality speakers in the past 

 
I. ORCA Curriculum meeting  
 Margherita reported that ORCA held a 3 day meeting [invited European dental schools, 
US,  South American] conducted a survey & so have S American dental schools. ORCA 
organized and brought a group together to create a consensus regarding cariology. To that end 
they created  the following working groups: 

• Working group 1: The Knowledge Base - Aetiology and Pathogenesis 
(Chaired by: Prof. Marie-Charlotte Huysmans, Nijmegen, Netherlands) 

• Working group 2: Risk Assessment and Detection, Acitivity and Monitoring  
  (Chaired by: Prof. Nigel Pitts, Dundee, UK) 

• Working group 3: Decision-Making and Preventive Non-Surgical Treatments 
  (Chaired by: Prof. Andreas G. Schulte, Heidelberg, Germany) 

• Working group 4: Decision-Making and the Spectrum of Surgical Treatments 
  (Chaired by: Dr. Wolfgang Buchalla, Zürich, Switzerland) 

• Working group 5: Evidence based Cariology in Clinical and Public Health Practice 
  (Chaired by: Prof. Dr. Christian Splieth, Greifswald, Germany)  
  A series of Publications are forthcoming this year with guidance documents for cariology 
 education. The publications will compile the results from the ORCA curriculum 
document, create a guidance document that provides suggestions for what to include in a 
cariology curriculum. 
  
II. Project this year-Survey of dental & dental hygiene schools 
Explained the survey with the purpose to establish a baseline of Cariology education at U.S. 
dental & dental hygiene schools. What do we want to do with the outcomes of the survey?  

 One use would be to determine what minimum competency should be. 
 Another idea, we might consider inviting reps from various programs to next years’ 

meeting to discuss the minimum for cariology guidelines. One thought is to add on this 
cariology guidelines discussion to next year’s ADEA session, and possibly request a 
grant for an extra day of hotel at the end of next year’s mtg. 

 
Margherita has the list of who responded to the survey:  

 44/52 dental schools, 85% and 109/275 dental hygiene programs, 35% 
  
Margherita reviewed some preliminary data from the survey. Many dental and dental hygiene 
schools do not have a defined curriculum for cariology. 

 We might consider what to do with survey data-any ideas are welcome? 
 You can have your own data back if you think it would be useful. 
 Doug Young suggested using the data to back up what we need to do moving forward. 
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Old business: working group reports  
 I. National CAMBRA - Mark Wolff  

National CAMBRA-three coalitions communicate regularly with each other and risk 
assessment is happening in all three groups.  
 
II. Terminology/Curriculum – Margherita Fontana  
In dentistry, we have little consensus as to how we communicate by the use of 
terminology which is a starting point for how we speak about cariology. Also the charting 
of caries is inconsistent. 
 
III. Allied Health Coalition -Michelle Hurlbutt/Debi Gerger  
Michelle reported receiving a $10k grant from Sonicare in 2009 for modules for RDH & 
RDA educators. They received another grant for $10K to take them through 2011 and 
into 2012 during which time they have gone to Nebraska, finishing CA, going to Texas in 
a few weeks. They have developed modules that are being continually updated and 
presented to the RDH and RDA educators. Debi Gerger suggested that the Section 
survey data from dental hygiene responses may not provide an accurate picture of 
cariology. After meeting with many dental hygiene educators in their workshops, they 
found that programs do not usually teach a specific cariology course but have it more 
integrated into other courses than dental schools.  We may want to consider a wording 
change to the Section survey. 
 
Comment from Allied Health: They want everyone to go through the training in order to 
receive the modules because considerable hands-on experience is delivered and 
includes curriculum integration and behavior modification. 
 
An audience member suggested how beneficial it would be to replicate themselves and 
to possibly hold some type of training workshop at a future ADEA meeting. Another 
audience member asked if we can tap what has been done in Dental Hygiene for the 
Dental School curriculum?   Another suggestion was that Med Ed portal may be an 
opportunity for the DH Education Workshop modules to be published.  
 
Another suggestion for the modules was to submit them to the ADEA info like the ones 
already there on erosion and biofilm? These two modules are sponsored programs for 
ADEA that have come from industry after donation.  ADEA has selected the authors and 
our Section protested that it was not coming from the cariology section and may have 
inaccuracies.   
 
IV. Foundational Knowledge – Mark Wolff  

 Foundational knowledge-document coming out soon, watered down somewhat,   
 “cariology” and “caries” is used in the paper and incorporated as a disease.  
 
New business: 
 I. Election of new officers  
 Secretary serves for 1 year and then moves into Chair Elect followed by Chair. 
   
 Spomenka “Menka” Djordjevic was nominated by the section, and seconded; no   
 nominations were made from the floor.  Members voted approval for Menka as our new 
            Section Secretary. 
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 II. New and existing projects for 2011-2012 year   
Present data at ADEA in 2012 + publication (extract data for interested schools upon 
request?) 
 
Using our data + the curriculum from ORCA plan a development workshop aimed at 
establishing recommendations for cariology education in the US that could be helpful to 
all of us. 
 
Suggestions:  

1) Attach it to ADEA in 2012? 
2) Invite a representative from each Dental School 
3) Funding? Cannot use ADEA grant mechanisms for a meeting, so go after Private 

Industry 
 
 III. Student Greg Gardner is conducting an informal ongoing survey among Dugoni 
students about utilizing CAMBRA, finding that seniors are discouraging “underclassmen” from 
utilizing CAMBRA since there is no incentive to do it.  Students looking to complete 
requirements tend to discount the value of the Caries risk assessment. Doug Young suggested 
having a student working group and Mark Wolff explained that we can decide to add a student 
section working group and appoint a representative.   
  
Doug Young moved: To have Student rep in the cariology section and leadership group and 
allow them to form a student working group. The student member would not move up in the 
offices. Seconded. Each year we can ask for a student member from those who attend the 
Cariology.  Greg Gardner from The Dugoni School of Dentistry was selected as the student rep 
for the upcoming year.    
 
 
2012 program planning  
I. Mark summarized by saying that there are two components surfacing from the discussions 
about cariology and it might make for an interesting program:  
  A. What should the curriculum be?   
  B. And how do we utilize the behavior modification needed to change us and our  
  students? 

 
II. Program ideas for next year: 
Topic for next year is “Engage” (Use Cariology in the title of the Program) 

 Engage in Calibration of faculty 
 Engage in Behavioral Change 
 Engaging the students, faculty & students in cariology  
 The results of the survey & engaging in curriculum change 
 Engaging Oral biology in the affect of salivary pH on the Oral Environment 
 Students from other schools collaborating 

 
Announcements  
I. Council of Sections liaison-Joan Kowalik introduced herself and said she will bring any items 
for  consideration from our Section to the Board of Directors 
 
II. Section Funds-No Sections/SIGs have used any funds since 2005. $165k is available 
sequestered in section funds. A one-time collection of 45% of the funds has been proposed to 
put into a fund for sections to support bringing in non-ADEA speakers.   Mark asks all to speak 
in favor this process at other Section meetings which people attend. We cannot pay any funds 
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to anyone who is a member of ADEA to attend the meeting and speak. And only for a 
Symposium can we have a non-ADEA speaker who will not have to pay a registration fee. 
 
III. Listserv-When you renew your membership you must re-select your desire to be included on 
the listserv. 
 
Adjournment  
 
Margherita mentioned dates for upcoming meetings for the CAMBRA coalitions (refer to 
newsletter) and thanked everyone for attending. She appreciated her role as Section Chair and 
introduced Stanley Sharples as the new chair.  Mark Wolff thanked Margherita for her 
dedication to the section and all of the hard work it entailed over the past year as well as the 
Past-chair, Doug Young for his tremendous contributions to the work of the Cariology Section. 
 
48 attending 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Deborah Horlak, Secretary 2010-2011   


