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I. SECTION CHAIR MESSAGE:  

  

 
Dear colleagues: 
I would like to extend my warmest greetings to all of 
you. We are very excited as this is the first of what 
we hope will be many Newsletters of our newly 
created Cariology Section.  I would like to start by 
thanking very much all of you who enthusiastically 
supported and worked so hard to make the creation 
of this Section a reality. This has been possible 
because of the great support you extended to the 
Cariology Special Interest Group (SIG) and its initial 
activities. We hope you will continue not only to 
support, but to actively participate and become 
engaged in the exciting work and activities of this 
new Section. Please feel free to share this 
Newsletter with your colleagues at your dental 
school and invite them to join us! 
 
Our Section provides a venue within ADEA to discuss 
and enhance the teaching of Cariology. At last year’s 
meeting the then Cariology SIG supported the 
approval to amend the ADEA Policy Statement 
Section V-Health Promotion, Dental Caries. You can 
find the complete approved policy statement on 
dental caries at the ADEA website  
(http://www.adea.org/about_adea/governance/Pag
es/PolicyStatements.aspx). However, I want to 
include here a portion of it to help highlight that 
Cariology is by nature, and needs to continue to be, 
a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary group, and 
thus we need and want the participation of 
members representing all the disciplines that need 

to come together to accomplish this goal: “ADEA 
supports and encourages the education of students, 
professionals, and the public on behaviors that will 
promote health by preventing and managing dental 
caries based on proper disease diagnosis, caries risk 
assessment, and prognosis, including preventive oral 
health care measures, proper nutrition, and the 
management of dental caries utilizing risk-based, 
minimally invasive non-surgical and surgical 
modalities, as dictated by the best evidence 
available”.  
 
As you know, the Cariology SIG was very active and 
productive. Attached to this Newsletter you will find 
the minutes of our Member’s Forum meeting in 
Washington DC last year and the summary of the 
great number of efforts our group is participating in. 
You can also always find minutes of the group and 
past activities by going to the ADEA website 
(http://www.adea.org/about_adea/SectionsSIGs/Pa
ges/ADEASectionsandSpecialInterestGroups.aspx). 
At our 2010 meeting, Dr. Andrea Shulte addressed 
the group on behalf of the European Organization 
for Caries Research (ORCA), and explained ORCA’s 
efforts to develop a Cariology curriculum for 
European dental schools. I was delighted to attend 
the European Cariology Curriculum Development 
meeting which was held in Europe last summer, and 
will briefly describe the process followed by our 
European colleagues at our 2011 member’s forum 
meeting.  
 
Continuing on the great work of the Cariology SIG 
one of the first things we decided to do as a Section 
was to survey all dental schools and dental hygiene 
programs in the country regarding their teaching of 
Cariology. Thank you very much to all schools and 
programs who are participating in completing this 
survey, and if you have not done so yet, we would 
love to hear from you! This information will serve as 
a baseline for the future activities of our group. We 
hope this information will help us plan a 
development workshop aimed at establishing 
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recommendations for cariology education in the US 
that could be helpful to all of us. 
 
Following on the multi and interdisciplinary nature 
of dental caries management, we find very 
appropriate the theme of the 2011 ADEA meeting: 
“Interprofessional education”.  We have an 
outstanding program planned for you. I also invite 
you to please join us at our member’s forum 
meeting. Details regarding our activities in San Diego 
are provided below in this Newsletter.  We have also 
included in this Newsletter activities related to 
cariology as part of other groups which may be of 
interest to you, and if you ever have important 
announcements to share with the group please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 
 

In ending, I would like to thank you very much for 
the privilege and honor of having served you for 
many years in the Cariology SIG and now as chair of 
the Cariology Section. I would like to specially thank 
Dr. Mark Wolff (our councilor), Dr. Stanley Sharples 
(chair-elect), Ms. Deborah Horlak (secretary) and Dr. 
Douglass Young (past-chair of the Cariology SIG) for 
their incredible and outstanding work, and support 
this past year.  
 
I look forward to seeing all of you in San Diego! 
 
Margherita Fontana 
 
 

 
II. SECTION COUNSELOR MESSAGE: 

 
The new Cariology Section continues to be amongst 
ADEA’s most active sections.  In our short history we 
have amended the ADEA bylaws as Margherita has 
described above,. We have produced some of 
ADEA’s best-attended section meetings bringing 
together some of the world’s greatest authorities in 
the area of dental caries (and we continue to do so).  
Our section membership has sky rocketed.  We 
continue to be leaders in the Council of Sections 
searching for methods to enable sections to fund 

their annual programs.  We have rapidly become a 
vital and active member of the ADEA community.  
This has been accomplished as the result of an active 
and involved membership and great people willing 
to help lead the way.  All of these accomplishments 
would be a commendable outcome of our first four 
years, but it is not where our section’s 
accomplishments have ended.  The establishment of 
this Section represents a forum for academics to 
discuss the management of caries and the cariology 
curriculum within the American education dental 
education programs, allied dental, hygiene and 
dentistry.  We have had representatives at national 
and international meetings setting the Cariology 
agenda for the future. WE HAVE A VOICE! 
CONGRATULATIONS!  Invite a friend to become a 
member and we become even more vital and 
stronger! 
 
Mark Wolff 

 
 

III. SECTION ACTIVITIES: 
Dental and Dental Hygiene Cariology Curriculum 
Survey Update: 
In December of 2010, the Cariology Section sent a 
request for survey participation to US dental and 
dental hygiene schools. The purpose is to better 
understand the teaching of cariology in the US, to 
establish recommendations for cariology curriculum 
and provide information to assist in the planning of a 

faculty development workshop. A similar process 
was conducted recently in Europe and feedback 
from all participating institutions was very positive. 
The survey is being conducted by Qualtrics, a secure 
web-based survey technology. Responses to date 
have been:  60% response rate for dental school (35 
out of 58 school surveys) and a 22% response rate 
from dental hygiene programs (65 out of 293) .  
Please join us at our member’s forum meeting to 
learn more.  
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IV. ADEA ANNUAL SESSION:  
1) Cariology Section Program: 

Sunday March 13, 2011 10:30am-noon   
Hyatt, room Ford AB 
 
Need, Challenges, and Opportunities for the 
Interprofessional Education and Management of 
Dental Caries  
Dental caries is a largely preventable disease. Yet 
there has been a shift and an increase in dental 
caries among subsets of the population in the United 
States and a call for the integration of multiple 
disciplines to achieve the necessary provision of 
services for young children, especially as it relates to 
caries management. This program is geared to all 
educators, practitioners, and researchers with 
interest in caries prevention and management. 
Presenters will focus on an in–depth discussion of 
the challenges and opportunities for 
interprofessional education on caries management 
as it relates to: 1) the role of dentistry in 
interprofessional education on caries management; 
2) the role of the pediatrician (and other health care 
providers) in caries management, and 3) what we 
know and do not know about fluoride varnishes, one 
of the most commonly used strategies for caries 
control in non–dental settings. 
 
Organizer: Dr. Margherita Fontana, University fo 
Michigan 
Presenters:  

Dr. Adriana Segura, University of Texas 
Health Science Center at San Antonio. Title: 
The role of dentistry in interprofessional 
education for caries management 
 
Dr. David Krol, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation. Title: The role of the 
pediatrician in caries management. 
Challenges and opportunities for the 21st 
century 
 
Dr. Carlos Gonzalez–Cabezas, University of 
Michigan. Title: What we know and do not 
know about fluoride varnishes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Cariology Section Members Forum 
Sunday, March 13, 2011 12:15-1:15 p.m. 
Hyatt, room: Gregory AB 
 

AGENDA  
I. Call to Order – Margherita Fontana 
II. Officers Roll Call 
III. Approval of Agenda 
IV. Approval of  2010 Meeting Minutes 

(attached) 
 

V. Chair’s Report – Margherita Fontana 
Current status of our group. 
Project this year-Survey of dental 
school 
Attendance to ORCA Curriculum 
meeting  

 
VI. Old business: working group reports 

Committee Reports 
a. National CAMBRA - Mark Wolff 
b. Terminology/Curriculum – 

Margherita Fontana 
c. Allied Health Coalition - Michelle 

Hurlbutt/Debi Gerger 
d. Foundational Knowledge – Mark 

Wolff 
e. Community of Interest Website - 

Jodi Kodish-Stav   
 

VII. New business:  
a.  Elections of new officers,  
b.  new and existing projects for 2011-
2012 year 

VIII. 2012 program planning 
IX. Announcements 
X. Adjournment 
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V. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1) During the IADR meeting, which will be held in San Diego immediately following the ADEA meeting, the 
Cariology Group has a very interesting program, 2 great keynote speakers: Dr. James Wefel (US) and Dr. 
Hendrik Meyer-Lückel (Germany), and some great symposia. 
(http://iadr.confex.com/iadr/2011sandiego/webprogram/) 

 
2) The ORCA meeting will be held this summer, July 6-9, in Kaunas, Lithuania (http://www.orca2011.com/) 

 
3) CAMBRA coalitions meetings: 

 

3.1) The Western CAMBRA Coalition meeting is held annually in conjunction with the World Congress of Minimally 
Invasive Dentistry (WCMID) meeting.  We hope you can join us for this year's meeting to be held on Thursday, 
August 18th at the Westin San Diego Hotel.  For more information, contact Dr. Brian Novy (bnovy@llu.edu) or 
Michelle Hurlbutt (mhurlbutt@llu.edu).   
 
3.2) The Central CAMBRA coalition meeting is hosted every year as part of the Academy of Operative Dentistry 
meeting (www.operativedentistry.com) in February in Chicago. If you want information please contact Dr. Adriana 
Semprum-Clavier (asemprum@uic.edu) or Dr. Margherita Fontana ( mfontan@umich.edu ). We hope you can join 
us! 
 
3.3) The Eastern CAMBRA coalition meeting is hosted as part of the CODE group meeting in October of every year 
in New York. For information please contact Dr. Mark Wolff (msw300@nyu.edu). 
 

VI. 2010 MINUTES: 
American Dental Educators’ Association 2010 Annual Session 
Cariology Special Interest Group (SIG)Section as of 3-3-10 

Business Meeting Minutes 
10:15 PM-11:15AM Tuesday, March 2, 2010 
 
I. With thirty-three members in attendance and one guest, the meeting was called to order by Doug Young, 

Chair. All SIG officers were present. 
 
II. Approval of the 2010 meeting agenda and 2009 business meeting minutes. 

A motion for approval of the 1) 2010 meeting agenda and 2) 2009 meeting minutes was made 
and seconded. Both the agenda and meeting minutes were approved.  
 

III. Chair’s Report—Doug Young 
Dr. Young reported that the status of the Cariology SIG will be voted on by the House of 
Delegates. It is hoped that section status will be approved by the end of the session; the Council 
of Sections is in support of the change.  
Dr. Young commented on the work groups that were established 2 years ago. Most work groups 
have been busy; some have made a great deal of progress, other groups have lost momentum. 
Some groups will need to be rejuvenated and new leaders identified. There are new projects that 
may require the establishment of new groups. 

IV. Old Business 
 Work groups reported on the progress of their projects. 

a.  National CAMBRA. Mark Wolff reminded the group that National CAMBRA (Caries Management by 
Risk Assessment) was developed to help construct a consensus paper and to propose a resolution to 
amend wording with respect to dental caries. A symposium of CAMBRA, ADEA, Industry, 3rd party payers, 
and licensing boards (WREB, NERB, and CRDTS) has been suggested as well as the establishment of a task 
force on to evaluate what schools teach.  
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b.  Terminology. Margherita Fontana reported on the importance of this group. Even though this might be 
considered a simple task, it is very complex. The work has been intense for 2 years.  Collaboration with 
national and international colleagues has continued; their initial effort, a glossary, was published last year 
in Caries Research, July 2009 issue. Since then, more terms have been added. An initial draft of the 
document was presented at the Chicago Mid-winter meeting of the CAMBRA groups. It was well received.  
The American Dental Association (ADA) has expressed interest in participating with the group. The 
ultimate goal is to have on-line materials available through the Cariology Section of ADEA.  See full report 
attached. 
 
c.  Curriculum Survey. Dan Jones was not available to provide a report. Doug Young stated that he hasn’t 
heard from Dan and fears this group may have stagnated. He proposed a new working group be 
established.  
d.  Allied Health Coalition. Michelle Hurlbutt reported that the coalition has been hard at work. A grant 
was submitted to develop curricular modules in caries management; Philips Oral Health Care (Sonicare) 
generously funded the $10,000 grant.  A complete 5 hour workshop was developed; 6 workshops were 
presented in 2009-2010.  The workshop will also be presented at this meeting of ADEA. Teaching 
materials have been developed but are limited, at this time, to workshop participants. In addition to the 
cariology curriculum being presented at the workshop, appropriate teaching methodologies will also be 
discussed.  Publications have included three articles on CAMBRA in Dimensions of Dental Hygiene and an 
article in the winter 2010 issue of J of California Dental Hygienists’ Association. Future plans include 
presenting the workshop regionally. See full report attached. 
 
e. Foundational Knowledge. Mark Wolff stated that revisions of the draft document, Competencies for 
the New Dentist, started in the Council of Sections (COS) 6 years ago as part of the Curriculum Change and 
Innovation (CCI) initiative. Understanding dental caries is included. Email copies will be made available.  

 
f. Community of Interest.  Jodi Kodish-Stav was not available to present a report. Problems getting to the 
website continue to be an issue.  Several members expressed that the site is not easy to use. Following a 
brief discussion, it was suggested that the CAMBRA website be considered as an alternative or parallel site 
for distribution of information until problems with the ADEA site are identified and corrected. A new head 
of this group will be appointed. 
 

V. New Business 
a.  Guest: Dr. Andreas Schulte. Dr. Schulte was welcomed by the members. He addressed the group by 
presenting them with a history on research groups in Europe and the formation of the national 
organization, European Organisation for Caries Research (ORCA). He stated it became apparent that there 
was a lack of an official cariology curriculum in Europe. Therefore, approximately 4 years ago ORCA 
established a curriculum group. Currently there are 5 ORCA groups working to develop a core curriculum 
with the goal of publishing the materials. This has enabled groups to network, work on cariology together, 
establish relationships and continue to keep people interested in conducting cariology research.  
 
The chair thanked Dr. Schulte for his comments and complimented him on the efforts that ORCA has 
made in this area of the curriculum.   
 
b.  Election of New Officers.  The following individuals were identified as being interested and willing to 
serve the next term as well as move up to the next position as indicated for officers of sections. 
 Councilor: Mark Wolff 
  Chair:  Margherita Fontana 
  Chair Elect: D. Stanley Sharples 
  Secretary: Deborah Horlak  
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The floor was opened for additional nominations. Hearing none, Dr. Young closed nominations. A motion 
was made and seconded to approve the slate of officers for 2010-2011. The motion passed. 

 
c.  Program Planning for 2011. The Cariology Section will work to facilitate topics of interest with 
Operative Dentistry and/or Pediatric Dentistry in order to present a joint program. The theme for next 
year’s ADEA meeting is Interprofessional Education. Margherita Fontana stated that one possible topic 
included bringing together other professions (nurses, MDs, social workers, etc) especially from those 
states where they have initiated good ideas, discussing the educational strategies of other practitioners; 
the cariology curriculum provided in these disciplines would be of interest. Another topic of interest is 
identifying how much evidence needs to be in place before it gets translated into the educational 
paradigm. These topics will be pursued; if members have other ideas please contact Dr. Fontana. 
 
New and existing projects for the upcoming year were discussed. They include: 1) developing a plan to 
address issues associated with the requirements of state board examinations, 2) establish a ‘systematic 
review’ panel in collaboration with Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) and WREB (or other 
licensing boards) to review the cariology literature, 3) appoint a new head of the Community of Interest 
work group and develop the website, 4) confer with Dan Jones on the Curriculum work group. Michelle 
Hurlbutt and Doug Young are willing to take on the group; Dan Jones may be interested in continuing his 
work to survey the Deans. The survey needs to be looked at by the officers prior to sending out.   

 
VI.  Announcements 

 
a.  COS Task Force Formation.  Mark Wolff announced that the COS is proposing the establishment of a 
task force to gather information on the finances of the various sections. The task force would specifically 
look at investment of funds and the advantages/disadvantages of keeping monies separate vs. pooling 
section funds. 
 
A motion was made to support the formation of a task force by the COS for the purpose of gathering 
information regarding how to best invest and use funds available to the sections. 
Motion seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 


