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Annual Report 
Section: Biochemistry, Nutrition and Microbiology 
Submitted by Neal Johnson, Chair 
najohnson@llu.edu 
 
 
Section Activities: 
 
The section on Biochemistry, Nutrition and Microbiology for the last 2 years has been 
involved in a Project pool grant that sought to survey the basic sciences and gather 
information that would be useful to all schools. As we seek to be more collaborative 
make basic sciences more relevant in dentistry, it was important to identify what is being 
taught. Dr. Alan Levine (Councilor) was one of the major catalysts behind this initiative 
for these surveys. Other sections, Anatomy and Physiology, Pharmacology participated 
in this endeavor. Posters were presented at ADEA meeting for the last 2-3 years. In 
addition, there was a push to highlight better ways to teach basic sciences that would 
allow students to see their relevance to their clinical education. Below are the specifics 
 

 Co sponsored 2 programs at ADEA 2012 meeting 
o “Integrating the Biomedical and Clinical Sciences in the Dental 

Curriculum: What works, What doesn’t and Where do we go from her?” 
o “ Engaging Our Dental Students to Learn the Basic Sciences: Results 

from the Basic Science Survey” 

 Compiled data on Basic Science surveys compiled in the last 2 years based on 
the award of a Project Pool Grant award 

 Electronic Newsletter (see attached)  
 
Both programs at the ADEA annual sessions in Orlando were very well received and 
attended. Presenters were engaging and stimulated lots of discussion and interaction 
among the diverse audience in attendance. It was clear from these programs, that more 
discussion is needed and a major forum at the next ADEA annual meeting be provided 
as a platform for these initiatives. To date this initiative is under way for ADEA 2013. 
 
Membership and Attendance: 
 

1. Total membership = 624 
2. Total membership at membership forum = 10, Total membership at Programs 

from section = 25 
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Meeting minutes:  
 

ADEA ANNUAL SESSION 2012 
Minutes for the Section Members’ Forum of the 

Biochemistry, Nutrition and Microbiology Section 
Sunday, March 18, 2012 

 
Ten members were in attendance. 
 
Welcome 
Carole Palmer, the section’s chair, opened the meeting at 7:15 a.m. and welcomed 
everyone.  Carole then reminded attendees that the section’s program “Integrating the 
Biomedical and Clinical Sciences in the Dental Curriculum: What Works, What Doesn't, 
and Where Do We Go From Here?,”  will be held on Tuesday, March 20th, at 4:00-5:30 
p.m. in the Indian River Room. 
 
Report from Outgoing Liaison to the Administrative Board 
Carole then introduced Judy Skelton, who is our section’s liaison to the Admin Board.  
Judy announced that this would be her last time visiting us as liaison as she is going off 
the board.  She complimented our newsletter and stated she had always enjoyed 
advocating for our section because of its many activities and because of how well our 
section has been represented by our councilor Alan Levine.  Judy stated that she was 
please to advocated for our section to win the Thomas F. Nowlin Award for Best 
Performance by a Section, which the section received in 2011.   Members thanked Judy 
for her support in winning the award. 
 
Judy said that there were several exciting opportunities that she wanted to tell us about.  
ADEA has entered into a closer relationship with Education Scholars, which has an on-
line program for faculty development.  The site has numerous educational modules on 
topics such as “How to Write a Syllabus” and they are now looking for dental discipline-
related cases.  Case writers are paid for developing the content.  There are also case 
reviewers who will evaluate the applicants to choose who will write the cases.   
 
Judy mentioned that Karen Novak would speak later in the week regarding the 
Curriculum Resource Center.  One of the findings of the strategic planning survey was 
that faculty wanted more curriculum resources.  If members have good educational 
materials that they would like to develop further, the Center can help you do that. 
 
Judy explained that some sections have had money for several years from when ADEA 
collected dues but that they hadn’t spent any of the money.  Newer sections and SIGs 
that started after dues were dropped have no or little money, and therefore have less 
opportunity to develop programming.  It was decided that 45% of the sections’ moneys 
that were not restricted (e.g., society money donated to a section for section use) would 
be transferred into a program fund.  This created a fund of $75,000 that sections and 
SIGs can apply to to use for programming.  These funds, up to $3000 for a section, can 
be used to support a speaker’s travel, one night’s lodging and money for registration or 
an honorarium.  When this fund is depleted there will be a request to the corporate board 
for replenishment.  Sections and SIGs can competitively apply for these funds in April. 
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Judy stated that there is now a Toolkit web page that has all of this information.  The 
ADEA pathway to the web page is “ADEA Internet » About ADEA » Sections and 
Special Interest Groups » Council of Sections Toolkit”. 
 
Judy was asked if the project pool size is the same this year and asked about 
submission times.  She was not sure about the pool size, but submissions can be sent in 
at any time but they are only reviewed in February and September. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Carole asked for a motion for approval of the minutes from 2011.  The motion to approve 
was seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously and without change. 
 
Councilor’s Report 
Alan Levine stated that Judy mentioned much of the information that needed to be 
shared with the section.  Alan stated that the program fund is emphasizing collaboration 
between sections in the funding request.  Alan stated it sounds as if rather than a full 
honorarium some of the money provided would go toward the one day registration fee 
for non-ADEA members.  Several members voiced displeasure with a requirement for 
registration if we bring in an outside speaker.  Questions remain how many awards will 
be funded each year. 
 
Alan reminded members that there will be a presentation later in the day that is 
cosponsored by our section that is entitled “Engaging Our Dental Students to Learn the 
Basic Sciences: Results from the Basic Science Survey Series for Dentistry,” which 
would be held later in the day at 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. in the Broward Room.   
 
Alan mentioned that MedEdPORTAL is soliciting additional oral health care content and 
reiterated what Judy stated concerning the Curriculum Resource Center being available 
to develop select projects.  Alan discussed the rigors of submitting content to 
MedEdPORTAL, with 80% of initial submissions not accepted in their first form. 
 
Alan announced that this is his last year as section councilor having completed two three 
year terms, and thus being term limited.  He stated it had been a great six years working 
with section members and ADEA.  Members expressed their appreciation to Alan for a 
job very well done with a nice round of applause. 
 
Introduction of Incoming Liaison to the Administrative Board 
Keith Mays, the new Member at Large for the Council of Sections Administrative Board 
and the new Liaison to our section, joined our meeting and introduced himself.  
Regarding the new program fund, Keith was asked if the one day registration fee could 
be waived.  Keith felt that was possible for speakers who are non-ADEA members.  
Members thanked him for coming. 
 
Program Ideas for 2013 
 
Carole asked members if they had any suggestions for a 2013 program.  Linda Boyd 
stated it would be helpful to demonstrate how to integrate and coordinate the 
presentation of a clinical scenario with input from all the biomedical sciences and clinical 
disciplines.  Larry Crouch stated the the new CODA accreditation standards document 
that will go in force on July 2013 focuses on evidence-based practice and those 
foundational skills, behaviors and principles that support it.  These include critical 
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thinking, self-assessment, self-directed learning, and accessing, appraising and 
communicating biomedical information.  Larry stated that an integrated, on-going clinical 
case as Linda suggests could be developed that could be presented on day one of 
dental school and then revisited as students progressed through different biomedical 
content areas.  We could show how the biomedical sciences are well positioned to assist 
students in developing the foundational skills, behaviors and principles that will support 
the provision of evidence-based practice using a recurring clinic case.  Diabetes was 
suggested as the clinical case.  After discussion, members decided the section would 
move forward with this idea and Larry would develop the program proposal. 
 
Election of Secretary 
Linda Boyd was nominated and elected unanimously. 
 
Election of Councilor 
Carole Palmer was nominated and elected unanimously. 
 
General Discussion 
There was general discussion regarding the status of ADEA’s curriculum guidelines 
project and how the project will be impacted by the new accreditation standards and the 
upcoming integrated board exam.  Members agreed we need more information on the 
status of this project. 
 
Adjournment  
Hearing no additional business, Carole adjourned the meeting at 8:11. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Larry D. Crouch, Ph.D. 
Secretary, 
Biochemistry, Nutrition and Microbiology Section 
 
 
 
 
 


