
    

   
 
 

ADEA Section on Biochemistry, Nutrition, & Microbiology 
 
Submitted by:  Dr. Alan E. Levine 
Email address for questions:  Alan.E.Levine@uth.tmc.edu 
   
Section Activities 
In this section, summarize activities and projects of your Section or SIG during the past year. 
Take this opportunity to highlight innovative activities and projects.  Note projects with a national 
scope and/or collaborative work with other sections and SIGs, organizations, and institutions. 
 
Examples of activities to include are: 
 

1. Section/SIG activities – best example(s) 
2. Meetings/Programs – include title, description, feedback, etc., for any programs 

presented by your section/SIG. Any collaborative activities should be included in this 
section as well. 

a. ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition: The Biochemistry, Nutrition, and 
Microbiology Section cosponsored 2 programs at the 2010 Annual Session in 
Washington. 

1. “New Models for Biomedical Sciences Instruction: Assessing 
Curricula, Teaching Approaches, and Student Competencies” 
cosponsored with the Sections on Oral Biology, Anatomical Sciences, 
Physiology, Pharmacology and Therapeutics, and Educational 
Research/Development and Curriculum. Dr. Alan Levine from the 
Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Microbiology Section was one of the 
speakers. This program was very well received with a standing-room 
crowd providing a lively discussion concerning the various modalities for 
providing biomedical sciences content to dental students. 
 

2. “Eating Disorders: Implications for Clinicians and Dental 
Educators” cosponsored with the Council of Faculties and the Sections on 
Behavioral Sciences, Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Microbiology, Dental 
School Admissions Officers and Student Affairs and Financial Aid. Dr.  
Cynthia Stegeman from the Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Microbiology 
Section was one of the speakers. 

 
b. Regional Meetings: N/A 

c. National Meetings: N/A 

 

3. Newsletter (either electronic or print): The section newsletter was distributed 
electronically through the section LISTSERV prior to the Annual Session and in hard-
copy at the members’ forum at the annual session. A copy of the newsletter is attached 
as a separate file. 

 

4. Project Pool Submission: In collaboration with the Anatomical Sciences Section and the 
Physiology, Pharmacology and Therapeutics Section, a project pool grant entitled “Basic 
Science Survey Series for Dentistry” was submitted and received funding. A major focus 
of the section from 2009 through Spring of 2010 was to complete construction of the 3 
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surveys that this section was responsible for: Biochemistry, Microbiology and 
Immunology, and Nutrition. This was done by section officers and content experts for 
each section in conjunction with Dr. H Wayne Lambert of the Anatomical Sciences 
Section.  We have now deployed all 3 Web-based surveys to assess the teaching of 
Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Immunology and Microbiology in the North American Dental 
Schools. Data is most complete for the Biochemistry survey with a response rate of 
approximately 40% to date. A poster is planned for the 2011 Annual Session to present 
the data from the Biochemistry survey. In addition, a section program for the 2011 
Annual Session has been submitted. This program, cosponsored by the Anatomical 
Sciences and Physiology, Pharmacology and Therapeutics Sections will compare and 
contrast the results of all of the discipline-specific surveys.  
 
 

Membership and Attendance 
In this section, report the following information. 

 
1. Total membership for the section/SIG as of past ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition: 736 

members as of March, 2010, including 106 full-time and 20 part-time faculty. Students 
comprise ~65% (481) of members.  

 
2. Total attendance at the past section/SIG Program and Members’ Forum: 14 people 

attended the Members’ Forum held at the 2010 annual session. 
         

Meeting Minutes  

Section on Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Microbiology 
Member’s Forum 2/28/2010 

 
   Attendance: N=14 plus Dr. Judy Skelton, representative from ADEA Council of Sections 
Administrative Board  
 

1. Introduction  
A. Chair, Larry Crouch called the meeting to order. At 12:23 PM 
B. Judy Skelton (section representative from the Admin Board) welcomed the group 

asked the group to consider the board proposal regarding the distribution of 
funds to sections equitably and expressed openness to all input and ideas. The 
issue is that when the system was changed from fees to join sections to free 
enrollment, some larger groups had significant money in their budgets, others 
had varying amounts, and new groups which came into being after the change 
had none. 

2. Old business: Larry Crouch:  
A. thanked officers for newsletter 
B. Reviewed times for upcoming sessions related to the section and  encouraged 

attendance  
C. 2009 minutes approved with no changes. 
D. There was a question: whether slides from presentations would be available on 
the ADEA website 

3. New Business,   
A. the just-presented section program on evidence for systems-based approach  
 vs. traditional was discussed and seemed to be favorably received? 
B. Councilor’s Report:  Alan Levine: 

 Got positive report from the board re; our section 
 There is a push to make sections more visible 
 A Council of Sections-based session at ADEA is a possibility. Co-  

  sponsored programs are encouraged 
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 Budget – approx. $2300 in account 
4. Foundation knowledge 

A. Competencies adopted 2008 for New General Dentist Original Curriculum 
guidelines (1980’s?) 

B. Foundational Knowledge to support Competencies 
1. 133 pages of submissions condensed to 10 pages  
2. General guidelines, not meant to be prescriptive 
3. Foundation knowledge shouldn’t be ‘silo’ disciplines 

Discussion: What can faculty expect of entering dental students? 
Need consensus as to what each school expects of entering students 
Currently wide variety of backgrounds for entering dental students 

4. New Business 
A. Results Biochemistry Survey  

1. 25 responded so far, challenges identifying contact person 
2. Still need to do a nutrition and microbiology & immunology survey 

B. Program ideas for 2011 
Suggestion to present results of discipline survey  
1. Focus on challenge differences, what’s in common 
2. Physiology survey nearly complete 
3. Biochem. will be complete  
4. What about student’s perspective? 
5. Redundancy prerequisites 

a. Suggested partnering with Council for Students 
b. Need more time for discussion 
c. Use of ARS (automatic response system) 

C. Budget proposal 
Admin board looking at program fund for sections as needed for honoraria, 
travel, $250 K in 2006 in all section accts, now $160K 
 lack of dues to replenish funds so sections are hanging onto $ 
 admin looking at ½ $ to put in program fund 
 possibly convince corporate to match  
 doesn’t look good to ask for $ with 160K sitting in accounts 
 possibly ask ADEA to replenish fund when it gets to $25K 
 Admin board looking at long term $ to ensure section share funds to dip 

into as needed 
 possibly set up task force to determine how $ would be allocated, etc. 

(rules and regulations) 
 need consensus from sections in order to move forward 
 consensus on moving forward with task force Project pool 2006 was $80K 

D. Neal Johnson was elected secretary 
  
Meeting adjourned at 1 PM 
 
 
Additional Comments or Suggestions to the ADEA Council of Sections Administrative 
Board 
  
None   


