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2009-2010 Anatomical Sciences Section Activities and Accomplishments 
Basic Sciences Survey Series (BSSS) 

After assembling a list of course directors who teach the anatomical sciences in the US 
and Canada, members of the Anatomical Sciences section have compiled three surveys to 
assess how dental students are taught the anatomical sciences. The three survey topics 
include: 1) gross anatomy and dental head and neck anatomy; 2) neuroscience and/or 
neuroanatomy; and 3) histology and embryology.  The dental anatomy survey is now complete 
with a 100% response rate from all 67 US and Canadian dental schools, and it was constructed, 
distributed, and assessed by Drs. H. Wayne Lambert, Doug Gould, Bob Hutchins, and Dottie 
Burk.  The dental neuroanatomy/neuroscience survey is also now completed after receiving a 
98.5% response rate from 66 of 67 North American dental schools.  This second survey project 
was performed by Drs. Gould, Hutchins, and Lambert.  Currently, we are still collecting data for 
the dental histology and embryology survey, which has been the most difficult survey on which 
to receive data due to both general and histology courses being taught at many dental schools.  
We have found that embryology is rarely a stand-alone course, and these embryological 
concepts are often taught in several courses.  This final survey was constructed by Drs. Dottie 
Burk, Lisa Lee, and H. Wayne Lambert and distributed in late March, 2009.  At the time of this 
report, we have received 97 responses representing 60 of 67 dental schools (89.6% response 
rate).  The data derived from these three surveys has led to 7 abstracts, 3 national platform 
presentations, 2 local presentations, 4 poster presentations in the past year at national dental 
education and anatomy meetings.  At the 2010 ADEA meeting, members of the Anatomical 
Sciences section presented survey data in two poster presentations and a platform presentation 
within the symposium entitled “New Models for Biomedical Sciences Instruction: Assessing 
Curricula, Teaching Approaches, and Student Competencies”, which was co-sponsored by the 
ADEA Anatomical Sciences section. 

All of the Basic Sciences Survey Series (BSSS) data obtained from these three surveys 
will be submitted for publication in the Journal of Dental Education, and currently, Drs. Gould 
and Lambert are writing up the findings elucidated by the neuroanatomy survey.  These results 
will also be made available to dental faculty, course directors, and administrators through a 
Web-based, information repository.  It is the goal of our section that the survey results will 
provide a framework by which course directors and administrators can make more informed 
decisions regarding the appropriateness of content and provide guidance in evaluation of their 
program. 

The ADEA Anatomical Sciences section has also partnered with the ADEA Physiology, 
Pharmacology, and Therapeutics section and the Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Microbiology 
section to expand the scope of the Basic Sciences Survey Series (BSSS).  Dr. Lambert has 
acted as a liaison to help the councilors of these sections, Dr. Alan Levine and Ted Pate, to 
prepare, write, edit, and launch each survey via our survey instrument (Survey Monkey).  At the 
time of this report, the pharmacology, physiology, biochemistry, microbiology & immunology, 
and nutrition surveys are open and collecting data from survey respondents.  These sections 
will also assess how dental students are taught each subject, the content of individual courses, 
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number of contact hours in each course, lab vs. lecture time allocated, the amount and nature of 
small group exercises, and specific topics that are taught in the courses.  The information 
derived from these surveys is particularly timely, due to the recent development of 
Competencies for the New General Dentist and Foundation Knowledge Guidelines by the 
American Dental Education Association.  The Basic Sciences Survey Series (BSSS) was 
generously supported by an ADEA Project Pilot Grant from the Council of Sections, which was 
funded on May 22, 2009. 
 
Foundation Knowledge Guidelines 

In 2009, the chair of our section, Dr. Doug Gould, led our effort to assist the ADEA 
Commission on Change and Innovation in Dental Education (ADEA CCI) in submitting ideas to 
Dr. Gerald N. Glickman to help construct the Foundation Knowledge Guidelines.  Dr. Gould 
received input from our section members and diligently constructed approximately 10 pages of 
ideas for this important and timely educational project. 
 
2010 ADEA Annual Session 

The Anatomical Sciences section co-sponsored an ADEA Annual Symposium entitled 
“New Models for Biomedical Sciences Instruction: Assessing Curricula, Teaching Approaches, 
and Student Competencies”.  Our councilor, Dr. H. Wayne Lambert, presented some of the 
previously mentioned BSSS survey results; his talk was entitled “Current Trends in Teaching the 
Anatomical Sciences: Survey results from North American basic science course directors”.  This 
symposium was planned and moderated by Dr. Anthony M. Iacopino, and the symposium was 
well-attended with over 100 audience members representing a “standing-room only” crowd. 

 Collaboration with: ADEA Oral Biology, Physiology, Pharmacology, and 
Therapeutics, and Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Microbiology sections 

The 2010 Basic Sciences Caucus was led by officers of Anatomical Sciences Section as 
Dr. Doug Gould served as the elected chair and Dr. Lisa Lee served as the elected secretary.  
Ideas constructed in our section meeting were presented within this caucus, including the 
creation of a “white paper” describing the competencies dental student need to obtain during 
their first two years of dental education, generally called the “basic sciences” years.  The caucus 
participants were enthusiastic about the construction of such a document, and a taskforce was 
forced to create it.  At this meeting, the councilors of three basic sciences sections, Drs. 
Lambert, Levine, and Pate, discussed the Basic Sciences Survey Series project, its scope, and 
the progress of the project. 

 
Advanced Head and Neck Anatomy for Dental Residents Course 
 Because dental residency programs are required to offer their residents an advanced 
head and neck anatomy course as part of their accreditation course, Drs. Lambert and Gould 
are seeking funding to enable the establishment of an interactive and Web-based based course 
that will fulfill this need throughout North America.  This idea was proposed at the 2010 ADEA 
Annual Meeting, so a Letter of Intent for ADEA Gies Foundation support was submitted on June 
16, 2010.   Removing dental residents from the clinic can prove costly for an institution, so this 
grant proposal seeks to provide a cost-effective solution to this dilemma. 
    

In addition, we are very proud of the individual accomplishments of our 
membership and their contribution to dental education and research. 

 Section communicates on a variety of different academic and administrative topics 
between annual sessions 

 Section is active in supporting, developing, and participating in joint programs 
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 Section is collaborating with other ADEA sections to impact how the basic sciences 
are taught at member institutions in North America 

 Members represented on ADA National Board Test Construction committees 
 Members consistently receive outstanding teaching awards both locally and 

nationally 
 Members are regularly publishing papers and abstracts in recognized journals and 

are actively presenting papers and symposia at other national meetings 
 Members serve on key committees at their respective institutions and within ADEA 
 Many of our section members are actively engaged in a variety of research venues 

at their respective institutions 
 Many of our section members serve as mentors to dental students and junior faculty 

engaged in education and research 
 Our section members have produced textbooks that have positively impacted dental 

and medical education 
 Members chair departments at their respective institutions and other groups within 

ADEA 
 Members have many leadership roles in other professional organizations and serve 

as associate editors in leading journal in the fields a medical and dental education 
and clinical anatomy 

 
Acknowledgment of specific accomplishments of our 2009-2010 section officers: 

 Promotions and Appointments:   
o Congratulations to Dr. Douglas J. Gould on his promotion to full professor at The 

Ohio State University College of Medicine. 
o Congratulations to Dr. Neil S. Norton on being named as both Director of 

Admissions and Assistant Dean of Student Affairs at Creighton University School 
of Dentistry.  Dr. Norton also served and recently completed a 4-year term as the 
President of the University Faculty at Creighton. 

o Congratulations to Dr. H. Wayne Lambert who accepted a position as the “gross 
anatomy expert” on the National Board Anatomic Sciences Test Construction 
Committee for the Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations (JCNDE)  

 Teaching Awards:   
o Congratulations to Dr. Lisa M. J. Lee on receiving the “Excellence in Teaching 

Award” at The Ohio State University College of Medicine. 
o Congratulations to Dr. Neil S. Norton for being named the “Freshman 

Outstanding Instructor of the Year” and the “Dr. Theodore Urban Outstanding 
Instructor in the Preclinical Sciences”.  This latter award was given by the 
graduating class to Dr. Norton at the Creighton University School of Dentistry. 

o Congratulations to Dr. Douglas J. Gould being the recipient of the “Student 
Government Teaching Award”, which recognized the best first year teacher at 
The Ohio State University College of Dentistry. 

o Congratulations to Dr. H. Wayne Lambert for receiving the “West Virginia 
University (WVU) 2010 Distinguished Teacher Award for M.D. Programs – Junior 
Level” and the “WVU School of Medicine 2010 John W. Traubert Award” for 
exceptional mentoring, and induction as an inaugural member into the WVU 
Academy of Excellence in Teaching and Learning. 

 Publications and Grants:  In 2009-2010, our 4 section officers published 8 peer-
reviewed manuscripts, had over 25 abstracts accepted for presentation at national 
meetings, and contributed to 5 textbooks in the anatomical sciences. 



- 4 - 

o Congratulations to Dr. Lisa M. J. Lee on receiving the “Critical Difference for 
Women Professional Development Grant” from The Ohio State University 
College of Medicine.  Dr. Lee is also funded as the Co-Principal Investigator on 
an NIH NLM grant entitled “A Comprehensive Workflow for Large Histology 
Segmentation Visualization” 

o Congratulations to Dr. H. Wayne Lambert for co-authoring the textbook 
Lippincott’s Illustrated Q&A Review of Anatomy and Embryology, which was 
released in 2010 by Lippincott Williams & Wilkins of Wolters Kluwer Health. 

 
 
Newsletter 
The Anatomical Sciences section distributed information electronically via the ADEA section 
listserv address (ASCIENCES@listserv.adea.org) four times in the 2009-2010. To accomplish 
our 2009-2010 goal of starting a section newsletter, Dr. Lisa M. J. Lee of Ohio State University 
was appointed to lead this effort for our section and a section newsletter is being developed, 
which will also be distributed through the section’s e-mail listserv.  The newsletter will describe 
section activities and projects during the past year, highlight and describe future goals, increase 
collaboration of our section members, and cite individual accomplishments of our members.  
 
Project Pool Submission:  No 
 

Project Pool Submission funded: A grant entitled “Basic Sciences Survey Series for Dentistry 
(BSSS)” was funded $5,350 on May 22, 2009.  This 2-year grant was co-sponsored by the 
ADEA Physiology, Pharmacology, and Therapeutics, Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Microbiology, 
and Anatomical Sciences sections with each section providing 10% ($535) of the funds. 

  

2011 ADEA Annual Session 

The Anatomical Sciences is co-sponsoring an ADEA Annual Symposium submission entitled 
How We Teach Biomedical Sciences: Impressions from the Project Pool Basic Science 
Survey Series for Dentistry.  This symposium was submitted by Dr. Alan Levine, and our 
councilor, Dr. H. Wayne Lambert, is a speaker. 
 Collaboration with: Physiology, Pharmacology, and Therapeutics, and Biochemistry, 

Nutrition, and Microbiology sections 

 

A fine example of the ADEA Anatomical Sciences section in action is the initiation of the 
BSSS to assess how dental students in the US and Canada are taught the basic sciences.  By 
collaborating with the ADEA Physiology, Pharmacology, and Therapeutics and the 
Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Microbiology sections, the section was able to expand the scope of 
its initial study to extend beyond the anatomical sciences.  This project and its goals support the 
mission of our section: 

The mission of the Section on Anatomical Sciences is to provide academic leadership 
for dental education in the anatomical sciences through development or contemporary 
curricular aids, responsiveness to changing educational needs, and creative integrative 
curricular development; to foster communication among educators in the anatomical 
sciences; and to encourage the spirit of interdisciplinary/multidisciplinary approach to 
learning. 
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Membership and Attendance 
A. Total membership for the Anatomical Sciences section as of March 2010: 473 total 

members (which includes 262 pre-doctoral students) 
 

B. Total attendance at the section’s 2010 Members’ Forum: 15 members (other active 
members were at the meeting but were required to attend a SOTL symposium which 
was scheduled at the same time). 

 
Section Structure:  2010-2011 Officers 
 
Councilor (term 2009-2012) 
H. Wayne Lambert, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
Department of Neurobiology and Anatomy 
West Virginia University School of Medicine 
Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences Center 
HSN 4052; P. O. Box 9128 
Morgantown, WV  26506-9128 
E-mail: wlambert@hsc.wvu.edu 
Phone: 304.293.0610 
Fax: 304.293.8159 
 
Chair 
Neil Norton, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
Creighton University School of Dentistry 
2500 California Plaza 
Omaha, NE 68178 
E-mail: nsnorton@creighton.edu  
Phone:  402.280.5002 
Fax:  402.280.5094 
 
Chair-elect 
Lisa Lee, Ph.D., Assistant Professor 
Division of Anatomy 
The Ohio State University College of Medicine 
279 Hamilton Hall; 1645 Neil Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43210-1218 
E-mail: lee.3594@osu.edu 
Phone:  614.688.5814 
Fax:  614.292.7659 
 
Secretary 
Margaret A. Jergenson, D.D.S., Associate Professor and Chair of Oral Biology 
Creighton University School of Dentistry 
2500 California Plaza 
Omaha, Nebraska 68178 
E-mail: mjerg@creighton.edu 
Phone:  402.280.5057 
Fax:  402.280.5094 
 
Financial Status 
Current Section Balance:  $1,076.40 
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1. Organizations (and contact persons) providing financial support for section activities: 
N/A 

2. Purpose of the support (program, reception, newsletter, etc.), number of participants and 
recipients, and other details: N/A 

3. The type of funding: donation or gifts-in-kind, and amount of funding: N/A 

         
Minutes of the ADEA Anatomical Sciences Section Business Meeting in Washington D.C. 
on 2/28/2010  

 
Meeting was called to order at 12:20pm, by Dr. Douglas Gould, Chair of the Section.  Dr. Gould 
introduced the other officers, Drs. H Wayne Lambert (Councilor of the Section), Neil S. Norton 
(Chair-Elect) and Lisa MJ Lee (Secretary).  Dr. Gould welcomed and thanked everyone for their 
attendance.  He also noted that this year many members of the section had scheduling conflicts 
with the business meeting due to scheduling of SOTL workshops and symposia at the meeting. 
 
Attendance: 
H. Wayne Lambert     West Virginia University 
Doug Gould      The Ohio State University 
Neil Norton      Creighton University  
Lisa Lee      The Ohio State University 
Ryan Reopelle    University of Minnesota 
Phyllis Slott     University of New York 
Maggie Jergenson    Creighton University 
Jeff Smith      Florida State University at Jacksonville 
George Hauser     University of Minnesota 
Bill Davenport      University of Nevada Las Vegas 
Bob Hutchins      Baylor College of Dentistry 
Dottie Burk     University of Pacific 
Robert Spears     Baylor College of Dentistry 
Bill Whitson      Southern Illinois University 
Alan Budenz     University of the Pacific 
 
Minutes: 
The officers of the Anatomical Sciences section distributed the minutes from the 2009 annual 
business meeting in Phoenix, Arizona.  Dr. Douglas Gould moved to approve the minutes.  Dr. 
Bill Davenport seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.  
 
Financial Report: 
Dr. Douglas Gould stated that some of our section money was spent this year on the 
Anatomical Sciences Section Program held in the morning and for coffee and tea for the section 
meeting (updated balance for 2010 is $1,076.40 down from $1,611.40 in 2009), which also 
reflected the $535 spent by our section to support the ADEA Project Pool Grant that was funded 
entitled “Basic Sciences Survey Series (BSSS)”. 
 
Dr. Gould talked about Council of Sections budget issue that was brought up at the Council of 
Section (COS) meeting on Saturday (2/27/2010) afternoon.  A COS liaison was present and 
explained that since ADEA started open membership policy in 2006, there is no longer revenue 
being generated through section dues from members.  However, each section’s balance stays 
about the same every year because they are afraid to spend it all and have zero balance left for 
their section.  COS is trying to be proactive about managing these funds to ensure the quality of 
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programs and activities at the ADEA.  Currently combined balance of all sections and special 
interest groups is $160,000.  Due to this large sum, it is hard to raise additional money from 
other donors or corporations, so COS is proposing a one-time levy of a set percentage from all 
individual section accounts into a single ADEA COS Special Program Fund account that will 
generate interest.  She stressed that the decision is ours and to discuss among ourselves.  Dr. 
Bill Davenport stated that placing money in a foundation account that will generate interest was 
a good idea however we need to ensure that our section money goes into an account that 
guarantees return of that amount of money to the section.  Dr. Lambert emphasized that all 
section officers will make a vote on this issue on Wednesday so the officers need section 
members’ feedback so the section’s decision on this issue is relayed to the COS.  He also 
stressed that our section has had the same budget for the past five years, likewise all other 
sections have certain amount of money that they are afraid of spending.  Contributing to the 
COS special program fund account and spending the money would be good for the collective 
interest and quality of ADEA.  Dr. Bob Hutchins stated that there needs to be more planning on 
details and/or restrictions on the use of the funds.  Dr. Gould commented that for a small section 
like ours, it may be advantageous to contribute to the COS fund.  Dr. Neil Norton made a motion 
that “we support in spirit, the pooling of the funds within the Council of Sections”.  Drs Bill 
Whitson and Bill Davenport seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously.   
 
Old Business: 

Basic Sciences Survey Series (BSSS) 
Dr. H. Wayne Lambert gave an update on the project pool survey series.  The project is 
to assess how undergraduate dental students in North America are taught basic 
sciences.  Our section was awarded funding from ADEA through a Project Pool Grant.  
We collaborated with the ADEA Physiology, Pharmacology and Therapeutics, and 
Biochemistry, Nutrition and Microbiology sections.  We are doing 8-9 surveys, of which 
our section is responsible for 3 of them.  Currently, the Anatomy survey is completed 
with 67/67 schools reporting, the neuroanatomy survey has 66/67 response rate, and the 
toughest survey currently ongoing is the embryology and histology survey that Drs. 
Dorothy Burk and Lisa Lee are heading.  So far, 60 out of 67 schools have responded 
with some of the schools having up to 5 respondents due to the way these subjects are 
integrated, so it is rather tough to get a big picture.  We are working towards completing 
this third survey.   Collaborating with the ADEA Physiology, Pharmacology and 
Therapeutics and the Biochemistry, Nutrition, and Microbiology sections, our section 
councilor has also been involved with the launching of the physiology, pharmacology, 
biochemistry, nutrition, and microbiology & immunology surveys in 2009-2010. These 
surveys were sent initially to an e-mail listserve of the deans, and this process has 
facilitated participation from course directors at the 67 North American dental schools.  
Currently, these surveys have up 52 respondents, depending on the length of time that 
the survey has been launched.  The biochemistry survey is also running into some 
issues due to integration of the subject.  Some preliminary results from the survey 
include:  heavy reliance on medical school faculty (66.6% of respondents have primary 
appointments outside of dental school) and anatomy lab facilities, which means dental 
students’ anatomy lab is pushed to summer when medical students are not using the 
facilities; general trends indicate decreased contact hours and increased use of 
computer-assisted instruction (CAI) application.  The leaders of each individual survey 
will continue to contacting dental course directors, compile data, and start working on 
presenting these results by submitting manuscripts to the Journal of Dental Education.  
Overall goal of this project was to facilitate communication between basic sciences 
instructors to network and to get information and feedback from other course directors.  
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Dr. Gould congratulated Dr. Lambert in his leadership and hard work contacting many 
individuals personally.   
 
Report of the Interim Meeting of Sections  
Dr. Gould delivered a brief summary of the 2009 ADEA Interim Meeting.  Drs. Robert 
Spears, Penprapa Klinkhachorn, Douglas Gould and H Wayne Lambert represented our 
section in Dallas, Texas on Oct 21-24, 2009.   

 Dr. Valachovic reported that in 1977, about 6000 dental students 
graduated per year at which time, US population was about 225 
million.  Currently there are about 4700 dental students graduating 
each year and US population is now about 300 million.  There was 
loss of 7 dental schools in recent years however, there is a host of 
new dental schools opening in the near future, including: BYU, U of 
New England, Western Wisconsin, U of New Mexico, U of Arkansas, 
Texas Tech.  It is projected that there may be massive faculty 
shortage, so alternative ways to deliver health care and dental training 
were discussed. 

 Dr. Andrieu announced the focus of next year’s ADEA meeting:  Inter-
Professional Education.  Increased collaboration in training of dental 
professionals will be emphasized so next year’s meeting format may 
change to increase ‘white’ space to allow more networking 
opportunities. 

 There was a discussion about dental student loan that adds up to 
about $187,000 on average by the time of graduation.  Ways to get 
students more interested in dental career were discussed including 
promoting better understanding of academic career, loan assistance, 
providing flexibility in academic career. 

 Jack Long discussed digital immigration service to help digital 
immigrants better communicate with millennial students.  

 ADEA supports universal health care coverage 
ADEA Interim Meeting participants commented that deans were not in attendance, so 
the presentations did not reach the quality of the 2008 ADEA Interim Meeting (when the 
deans were in attendance).  However, all participants noted the importance of this fall 
meeting especially in planning the future directions of the ADEA annual meetings. 

 
Report on the Foundation Knowledge Guidelines 
Dr. Douglas Gould announced that our section put together a 10 page foundation 
competency guideline for our section and sent it to Dr. Jerry Glickman.  The foundation 
knowledge committee then whittled down 130 pages of Foundation Knowledge 
Guidelines contents to a 10 page document.   Dr. Gould asked the section members for 
any comments or feedback on the preamble.    
Dr. Davenport suggested that we may want to talk about this issue at the Basic Sciences 
caucus as all basic sciences sections may want to submit a similar document containing 
major basic sciences concepts in bullet points.  This project is to monitor and reaffirm the 
place of basic sciences in integrated dental curricula.  While big concepts are there in 
the 10 page guideline, without proper documents, things can be lost.  Dr. Davenport 
further suggested that submitting a supplementary document as an addendum to the 
foundational knowledge guideline maybe a good idea.   
Drs. Whitson and Gould agreed that this was a good idea, and this idea should be 
presented by Drs. Gould and Lee at the Basic Sciences Caucus in which they were 
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serving as Chair and Secretary, respectively.  Dr. Gould reminded that Basic Sciences 
caucus will be held on Monday at 10:15am. 

 
New Business: 

Election 
Dr. Neil Norton conducted the election of the new secretary of our section.  Dr. Norton 
described the roles of the officers and the process for nomination. Dr. Margaret 
Jergenson’s name had been forwarded to the Nominating Committee for secretary-elect. 
Dr. Norton entertained nominations from the floor.  There were no other nominations and 
Dr. Jergenson was elected secretary by acclamation. Congratulations! 
 
Section Dinner Details 
Dr. Neil Norton provided the section with dinner details:  Our section dinner will take 
place at National Pastime in the Atrium of the Gaylord National Resort and Convention 
Center at 6:30pm.  The reservation will be under Norton. 
 
Recognition and Thanks 
Dr. Lambert recognized Dr. Gould for his outstanding service and leadership within the 
section for the past three years and for his efforts put towards the project pool grant as 
well as the survey series.  Thank you for your hard work, Dr. Gould! 

 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:17pm by Dr. Gould. 
     
Additional Comments to the ADEA Council of Sections Administrative Board 
Our section is also supportive of pooling the monetary funds of each section, so the ADEA 
Council of Sections can act in the best interests of the ADEA sections/SIGs. 
 
As the Councilor of the Anatomical Sciences section, I am extremely proud of the leadership 
and initiative of the officers within my section.  This section is fortunate to have a tremendous 
group of officers who work well together and have vision to impact the field of dental education.  
Our section also benefits from the advice and guidance of Dr. Bill Davenport, who brings unique 
insight and humor into each of annual session business meetings.  I am extremely proud of my 
section’s accomplishments in this past calendar year, and I look forward to continue our 
collaborations with other sections, especially in protecting the interests of the basic sciences 
and their importance in dental education.  
 


