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Mission statement: 
The SoTL SIG provides a rich discussion forum in which members are provided the opportunity to learn 
and build upon the experiences and knowledge generated by their teaching peers and an infrastructure to 
support the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning throughout Dental Education.  
 
The SoTL SIG is committed to sponsoring; 

$ Faculty development opportunities that highlight the >Scholarship of Teaching and Learning= to all 
dental educators. 

$  SoTL rich discussion forum in which members are provided the opportunity to learn and build 
upon the experiences and knowledge generated by their teaching peers through out higher 
education.  

 
SotTLFest:  2008-2012  Continuous sponsorship of the ADEA SoTLFest.  In 2012 there were over 30 
SoTLFest identified program offerings presented to the ADEA Annual Session attendees.  
 
2010  SoTLSIG approved by the ADEA House of Delegates.  
 
2010 ADEA Annual Session SoTLFest 

$ Symposium:  Using Faculty Assessment to Foster the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning;  
Woldt, Karimbux, Gadbury-Amyot, O=Neill, Killip, Nadershahi.  

 
2011 ADEA Annual Sesion SoTLFest 

$ Symposium; InterprofessionalTeaching and Learning; Scholarship for Better Health. Lanning, 
O=Neill, Peltz, McAndrew, Killip.  Over 191 ADEA Annual Session participants.  (Standing room 
only; additional seating was added) 

$ Members forum:  41 ADEA members signed the attendance roster.  
 
2012 ADEA Annual Session SoTLFest 

 Teaching and Learning With Emerging Technologies and Informatics: Short Talks 
Co-sponsored with the Dental Informatics Section, Section on Educational Research, 
Development, and Curriculum and the  Teaching and Learning with Emerging Technology SIG 
 

 Symposium;  ENGAGE: Recognizing the Scholarship of Discovery and Rewarding Educational 
Research and the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL). O=Neill, Pate, Grayden.   Co-
sponsored by the Section on Educational Research, Development, and Curriculum, the SIG on 
Career Development for the New Educator and the IADR Education Research Group. 29 
participants 

 Members forum:  15 Annual Session participants signed the attendance roster 6 of whom were 
new SIG members.  

 

 

IADR AADR/CADR Annual Session;                
$ Symposium; Rewarding Educational Research: the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning . 

Grayden, Dolan, Johnson, Schuler. Co-sponsored by the IADR Education Research Group and 
the ADEA SoTL SIG. (Q&A session at AADR went 35 minutes before we ran out of time and had 
to end the session. Dialogue/discussion was all that we hoped it would be.) 

 

 
 
 
 



SoTL SIG Survey:  The Status of  the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in Dental Education. 
The American Dental Education Association (ADEA) supports scholarly teaching through a number of 
Initiatives made available to faculty across all dental schools and allied and postdoctoral programs. ADEA 
recently approved the formation of a Special Interest Group (SIG) committed to the promotion of SoTL as 
a legitimate scholarship. A first activity of this group is to establish the current status of SoTL within dental 
education.  Therefore, the aims of this study are 1. to gather perceptions of how SoTL is being applied 
within individual teaching environments and 2. to document faculty=s specific SoTL activities.  Lanning, 
McGregor, Keselyak, Crain, Van Ness, Killip 
 
Minutes at the 2012 ADEA Annual Session 
ADEA Special Interest Group on the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL SIG) 
Orlando, Florida 
Tuesday, March 20, 2012 
 
Present: Gay Baughman, David Johnson, Ted Pate, Michelle McGregor, Yun Saksena, Nancy Keselyak, 
Richard Callan, Jeffery Stewart, Mark Dellinges, Steve Levine, Lorie Holt, Cindy Amyot, Paula O=Neill, Phil 
Buchanan, Mike Mansole.  
 
The meeting was led by Paula O=Neill. 
 
Introductions B members in attendance were asked to introduce themselves by giving their names and 
the schools they represented.  
 
Election of officers: 
Nominations were discussed and received from the floor, and officers elected at the meeting included: 
Chair B John Killip 
Chair-Elect BPaula O=Neill (Cindy Amyot)  
Secretary B Yun Saksena 
During the discussion, John Killip was also nominated for Chair, and because he was not in attendance, 
the decision was made to not vote on him until someone could ask him about his availability to serve as 
chair. Cindy Amyot and Paula O=Neill will speak with him about his desire to be the Chair. Should he be 
available to do so, Paula will gladly step aside so John becomes the Chair. The group was supportive of 
this approach. 

 

Progress report on survey to schools regarding SOTL (see above) 
Nancy Keselyak described the upcoming SoTL survey that will be distributed to all dental schoosl.  IRB 
approval has been obtained and will be indicated in the invitation to participate in the survey. It is hoped 
that the results from the survey could be presented during the 2013 ADEA Annual Meeting.  
 
2012 ADEA Annual Sessions and SoLT Certificates 
Many sessions offered this year are relevant to SoTL. Members were encouraged to attend the ADEA 
presentation ENGAGE: Recognizing the Scholarship of Discovery and Rewarding Educational 
Research  developed and presented by Paula O=Neill, Ted Pate, Sharon Grayden and John Killip on 
Tuesday from 10:30-12:00 PM.  
 
Members were also informed that at the 2012 IADR/AADR Annual Session, a SoTL program, Rewarding 
Educational Research: the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, will be presented by ADEA/IADR 
members Sharon Grayden, Lynn Johnson, and dental deans Teresa Dolan and Charles Schuler.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Faculty were encouraged to attend 3 SoTL events and go online to evaluate the sessions to earn a SoTL 
certificate. General concern was raised about capacity of the rooms for SoTL events. Next year, we may 
need to try to request a larger rooms for the SoTL events.  
 
2013 ADEA Annual Session Planning  
Theme: ALandscape of Learning@. This is perfect for what we=re doing with SoTL.  
Programming Ideas/Brainstorming:  
Discussion revolved around the idea of schools recognizing and honoring educational research and SoTL 
as scholarly services for promotions and tenure? This may not be currently acknowledged, nor 
understood. The merit of educational research may be questioned. Advocacy needed for SoTL from the 
entire membership of ADEA and IADR/AADR. Issues still remain such as members of appointment, 
promotions and tenure (APT) committees may currently think of educational research as worthless and 
basic scientists may not understand the context.  
 
2013 Proposed Symposium: Increasing understanding and enlightenment of the context of SoTL. A panel 
of three deans and three chairs of APT committees was suggested. A variety of people; one who could 
advocate off the cuff, one from a school who has not yet adopted guidelines, or one who is contrary. Give 
them a helpful way for clinicians to be recognized for their work on SoTL.  
Give questions ahead of time to allow thoughtful reflection and plan how they might respond.  
Do not want to embarrass them, for us to understand their rationale. Not every school would understand 
the journey, or what something new is. They need context, the normal model for promotions is publishing 
research.  
Suggestions of presenters can be sent to Paula by email: paula.n.oneill@uth.tmc.edu  
 
Ideas for other SoTL Sessions;  
1. Panel of faculty who have published on MedEd PORTAL, how to get published, benefits B can still 
publish elsewhere. Different steps and sequences. Good for new educators. Recognition for educational 
research.  
2. SOTL is every place, raise awareness. Be positive and illuminate.  
3. Survey outcome B precursor to panel  
 
Other Topics Raised:  
List Serv  The members of the ADEA SoTLSIG leadership team are in the very early stages of having 
conversations related to the possibility of creating a collaborative list serve related to SoTL, educational 
research, teaching with technology that would reach across the current boundaries between ADEA, AADR 
and  AADE.   
 
Comments or Suggestions to the ADEA Council of Sections Administrative Board  
Symposium;  ENGAGE: Recognizing the Scholarship of Discovery and Rewarding Educational Research 
and the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL). O=Neill, Pate, Grayden.   Co-sponsored by the 
Section on Educational Research, Development, and Curriculum, the SIG on Career Development for the 
New Educator and the IADR Education Research Group. [NOTE: ADEA Annual Session Program 
notation, meeting room location which was very small and away from other sessions as well as competing 
program scheduling contributed to very small attendance at this presentation, 29 this year compared to 
over 190 last year.  Conflicting /overlapping times of the various Member Forums lead to decreased 
participation this year.] 


